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Music at College
“The halls (hills!) are alive with the sound of music” is so true of 
Durban Girls’ College! What a privilege to be able to boast of the
existence of a Music Department of excellence. The energy and 
vibrancy of our Music Department, coupled with the multi-talented 
group of peripatetic staff, affords the girls the opportunity of
developing and honing skills to levels of excellence seldom seen at 
schools. That music contributes multi-dimensionally to life is evident 
in many quotations and we know that to be true at College. We are 
blessed with an abundance of talented musicians who enrich our 
lives frequently when sharing their talent with us. 

How fitting that Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell’s achievement was 
shared with us at the time of the College Chatter's focus on music.
Not only is Rachel a talented pianist and violinist, but her commit-
ment to excellence is exemplary. Rachel is proof that talent alone is 
not sufficient, her passion, hard work and determination have
aligned to result in her prestigious achievement. Recently, Rachel
was awarded her Trinity College LTCL Piano Diploma.

She is the first pupil in KwaZulu-Natal to receive this award over the 
past 11 years. This exam is equivalent to the practical exam done at 
the completion of a full-time undergraduate degree. 

So, “I say thank you for the Music” in the words of ABBA. “Without 
music, life would be a mistake,” according to Friedrich Nietzsche. 
Plato reminds us that, “Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to 
the mind, flight to the imagination and life to everything.” Bob 
Marley adds, “One good thing about music, when it hits you, you
feel no pain.” 

Thank you to our Music teachers, and in particular to Mrs. Dana
Hadjiev, for your passion and energy. You are a formidable presence 
and music is thriving under your guidance.

Mrs Marianne Bailey 
Executive Head

30 August  2019
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Music is the most beneficial human activity known to mankind. It ignites 
all areas of a child’s development and skills for school readiness, including 
intellectual, social-emotional, motor, language, and overall literacy. Playing 
a musical instrument engages practically every area of the brain, especially 
the visual, auditory and motor cortices. According to a 2016 study at the 
University of Southern California’s Brain and Creativity Institute, musical 
experiences in childhood can actually accelerate brain development, 
particularly in the areas of language acquisition and reading skills. Playing a 
musical instrument helps develop social skills such as how to relate to
people, teamwork, leadership and discipline, and how to appreciate
rewards and achievements. 

The Music Department at Durban Girls’ College is a vibrant centre 
focusing on cultivating a passion for music, as well as providing 
world-class tuition within the discipline. An appreciation for
music across the genres and an introduction to Music Theory is 
inculcated through class music lessons in all phases of the school. 
Girls who are interested in music are extended through private 
and group tuition. 

Ensembles offered at DGC are as follows:

Junior Primary Ensembles
Choir
Marimba Bands
String Ensembles

Senior Primary Ensembles
Orchestra
Choir
Drumming Circle
Marimba Bands

High School Ensembles
A cappella
Drumming
Marimba Bands
Choirs
Orchestra

Practical expression of talent is provided through activities such 
as choir, instrumental ensembles, marimbas, and individual 
instrumental performances.

Currently, our Music Department has a staff of 26 teachers who are assisted 
by a part-time Music Administrator. Our teaching staff comprises of three 
full-time music specialists who oversee music in the three school phases 
and part-time private instrumental/ ensemble teachers. We cover a range of 
instruments including:

Cello
Clarinet
Drums
Flute
Guitar
Marimba
Oboe
Percussion
Piano
Saxophone
Trumpet
Violin
Voice
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In the Junior Primary, girls are introduced to a selection of instruments such as the recorder, violin, marimba, guitar and Djembe-drumming 
through the Grade R to Grade 3 Music Module Programme. This is a wonderful platform which recognises musical talent as well as assess-
es which instrument best suits a child. From these modules, the girls are then encouraged to pursue further instrument instruction, if they 
wish. Participation continues during the Senior Primary phase. In the High School, Subject Music is offered as part of the school curriculum 
from Grades 8-12. The girls are examined on practical proficiency in their instrument as well as history of music, music theory and aural skills. 
Extramurally, in the afternoons, the department offers group theory classes. All girls who learn an instrument are encouraged to attend these 
classes. Our girls sit the Associated Board of Royal Schools’ of Music and Trinity College practical and theory exams each year and our results, 
thus far, have been excellent.

Our choirs perform regularly alongside some of the top choirs in the province - Clifton College, Drakensberg Boys’ Choir, St Mary’s DSG and
Kearsney College, to name a few. The High School Choir has also shared the stage with the KZN Philharmonic Orchestra on numerous
occasions. Our other ensembles - such as the school orchestras, marimba and Djembe groups - continue to delight audiences with their
popular repertoire.

DGC offers all music students regular opportunities for performance through a wide range of events such as concerts, soireés and the annual 
school music competition. Our top musicians regularly participate in Eisteddfods, the Queensburgh Festival of Arts, and other prestigious
musical events, such as the ‘Friends of Music’ concert series. The DGC Music Department is also represented in the KZN Youth Choir and
KZN Youth Orchestra.

Music remains the soul and heartbeat of DGC; and as Plato so eloquently said:

"Music is the movement of sound to reach the
education of its virtue’. 
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Meet our Music Staff

Dana Hadjiev
Dana Hadjiev is passionate about teaching children the magic of music. Her ultimate 
goal is to instil love for the Art and understanding of the true nature of human 
creativity. Born in Bulgaria, Dana started playing the piano at age six. She graduated 
from the National Music Academy with a BA Music Honours Degree, majoring in 
piano and chamber music. At school, she won numerous national and internation-
al competitions. She also performed at concerts around Europe whilst studying 
and made recordings for the National Bulgarian Radio and Television stations. She 
started her teaching career in Bulgaria and continued teaching when she relocat-
ed to South Africa in 2002. Dana’s vibrant personality and love of music is clearly 
expressed as the Director of Music at DGC.

    Nicola Early
Nicola grew up playing the piano, singing in choirs, and acting in school 
musicals. She completed a National Diploma in Jazz, majoring in voice, 
and went on to complete a Bachelor of Musicology Degree and Teachers’ 
Licentiate in Piano. She worked at St John’s DSG in Pietermaritzburg for five 
years where she taught Subject Music from Grade 9-12 and directed the 
High School Choir. In 2016, she moved to Durban and took up a position as 
Head of Music at Maris Stella. She decided to take a break in 2017, teaching 
private piano and singing lessons, but when the opportunity to teach at DGC 
presented itself, she jumped at it! She is currently the High School Music 
Specialist and Choir Director at DGC.

Sue Verster
Sue Verster is a proud third generation musician. Although she has a Marketing and 
Sales Management Diploma, Bachelor of Theology and Post Graduate Certificate in 
Education, Sue follows her passion of teaching music. Piano is Sue’s preferred in-
strument for which she has passed the Trinity College Grade 8 exam. She joined the 
Galleon in 2014 after 19 years of teaching music at various schools in Durban. Sue 
is the Junior Primary Music Specialist; teaching class music from Grade 00 to Grade 
3 and Junior Primary choir. She teaches recorder, guitar and Djembe drums for 
Music Modules. Sue teaches piano, recorder and group keyboard lessons privately. 
Sue thoroughly enjoys teaching in a school that inspires its students to learn and 
appreciate music. 

"Where words fail, music speaks."
- Hans Christian Andersen
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Andrew Makins
Andrew Makins started playing drums at the age of 12. He played 
drums for his school band and received Honours for Music. He was 
part of the Gold winning team at the Choir Olympics in 2000. Aft er 
school, Andrew studied Sound Engineering and played with various 
well-known Durban bands. He also played alongside numerous 
internati onal acts. Andrew owns a recording studio in Hillcrest and 
has done session work for Ard Matt hews and various other Durban 
arti sts. Currently he is the “sti ck man” and manages the popular 
corporate cover band, No Fly Zone. Andrew teaches drums
privately using the Trinity Guildhall, Trinity Rock and Pop as well
as Rock School syllabuses.

   Aristide Du Plessis

Born in Durban, Aristi de du Plessis has established a reputati on as 
one of South Africa’s leading Cellists, making regular appearances 
on television and radio as a soloist and chamber musician. He has 
performed in some of the world's most renowned concert halls 
and has won numerous prizes in competi ti ons around the globe. 
Aristi de has performed since the age of 15 with leading orchestras. 
A graduate of the University of Cape Town, he was awarded a 
Scholarship from the Oppenheimer Memorial Trust which enabled 
him to further his studies at Zürich University. Aristi de is a
passionate cello teacher. Since his return to South Africa in
2015, Aristi de has performed as the Co-Principal Cellist with the 
KZN Philharmonic Orchestra.

Calvin Human
Calvin is a percussion specialist and composer with over a decade performing 
experience. He studied at Berklee College of Music, USA. His music has featured in 
various Hollywood blockbusters. Since Calvin’s return to South Africa, he has
worked in schools across the country. His marimba bands have won numerous
competi ti ons and have performed at internati onal events. Calvin performed as
Principal Percussionist for numerous orchestras. He also managed the KZNYO.
Calvin is a proud recipient of a Protea Blazer. He is a member of Vanguard031 
which specialises in high energy performances. Whether on stage, in a classroom 
or grabbing a coff ee, Calvin is always open to chatti  ng about music. 

Denise Macpherson
Denise Macpherson is a professional music teacher with several years’ experience, teaching privately at various schools and lecturing and 
examining at university. Her qualifi cati ons include an LTCL, UTLM, and Hons.B.Mus. She is a member of the South African Society of Music 
Teachers. Denise’s students have performed with the KZNPO and have also been invited to perform at presti gious concerts at UKZN, Prelude 
Performer, Rising Stars and the Tatham Gallery. She has had extensive experience preparing students for  practi cal piano and theory examina-
ti ons (Grades 1- 8) for Trinity College London, the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music, Matric IEB, Diplomas in Performance and 
Teaching Methods and Eisteddfodau. Denise has been teaching at DGC for many years and teaches girls from beginner to Matric.
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Heather Dix
Heather Dix is an accomplished music teacher with extensive experience. She 
studied through Trinity College London completi ng three diff erent music diplomas. 
Heather fi rst started teaching in Port Elizabeth and later moved to Durban teach-
ing both practi cal piano and theory. Over the years, she has taught class music at 
various schools around Durban as well as running a studio from home. Heather has 
also been a Choir Director and, at one stage, conducted the Durban Men’s Choir for 
seven months. She is currently the Accompanist for our choir. Heather has taught at 
DGC for about 15 years and loves developing the girls to their full potenti al. 

   Julie Macilwaine
Julie has a wealth of musical experience gained from teaching in America, England, 
Wales, Kenya and South Africa. She has also guided and supported her own daughters 
throughout their musical educati on. Julie has a BED Honours Music Degree from Wales 
and passed her Teaching Certi fi cate in Music Educati on with Disti ncti on. She specialises 
in teaching young beginners, beginners and intermediate students; nurturing them in 
their Piano studies and theory. Julie teaches non-exam and exam students following the 
Trinity College London syllabus. She encourages her pupils to parti cipate in all aspects of 
Piano performance including concerts, Eisteddfods and competi ti ons. 

Louise Howell
Louise’s career combines her three passions: children, music and the violin. Her 
teaching is based on the Suzuki Violin Method which aims to nurture the spirit of 
the child. Louise feels strongly that this is the higher purpose of her teaching. Louise 
is a highly qualifi ed music teacher with 15 years’ orchestral experience playing in 
both the Nati onal and KZN Philharmonic Orchestras. As a certi fi ed Level 5 teacher, 
Louise’s pupils range from beginners (as young as age three) to advanced. Her pupils 
have individual and group lessons and she accompanies them on the piano for all 
concerts, Trinity College and ABRSM examinati ons.

    Madlen Tzankova
Madlen Tzankova is an Opera Singer and Vocal Coach. She began her professional career at the age 
of six as a member of the Bulgarian Nati onal Radio Children’s Choir. Madlen studied at the Nati onal 
Music School specializing in Opera Singing where she graduated with a Solo Concert for Excepti onal 
Achievement award. She completed her Master’s Degree with Honours. Aft er studying, she per-
formed around the world and recorded music for movies. In 2002, Madlen started lecturing and 
teaching in South Africa. She was also involved in directi ng musical performances at DUT and the 
Playhouse Theatre - conducti ng, training choirs and soloists. Madlen currently teaches at schools 
around Durban, coaching individuals and choirs. 
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Ross Meintjes
Ross Meintjes is a self-taught guitarist and teacher with over 20 years’ professional 
experience as a singer and performer. In 2016, he took a year off from teaching to 
tour full-time with his band, AVADE, performing with some of SA’s top acts. Ross 
teaches at DGC and other schools around Durban. His relaxed and friendly teaching 
style has proven very effective for students wanting to learn contemporary rock, 
pop and traditional blues guitar styles. He believes that the most important aspect 
of teaching is to inspire and encourage students to embrace and enjoy their instru-
ment of choice and, thereafter, to focus on achieving personal goals.

    Sarah Matter
Sarah Matter teaches contemporary and classical singing; in pairs or individually. She has 
experience with, and enjoys, teaching students of all ages. She believes anyone can learn 
how to sing. Developing an individual’s voice and watching musical capacity grow, is in-
spiring work. Sarah holds a Bachelor of Architecture degree from the University of Natal. 
She has her Trinity College Grade 8 Voice, Grade 6 Piano and Grade 5 Theory certificates. 
Sarah has performed on stage in professionally produced musicals and reviews and sung 
in numerous choirs and Acapella groups at weddings and other functions. She is passion-
ate about sharing her love of singing through teaching and performance.

Tania Borman
Tania has always been passionate about music; in particular, piano. She has been involved 
in various church worship groups as Music Director, pianist, vocalist and organist. She has 
also played in several shows staged by the Westville Theatre Club - a local amateur theatre 
group. Her music tastes span a wide variety of music genres and artists. She is currently 
involved, both locally and nationally, with the South African Society of Music Teachers. Her 
studies include attaining her BMus (UNISA) and her piano teaching diploma Dip ABRSM. 
Further studying is always “on the cards” when time permits as she believes that one can 
never say they have learnt enough. Tania teaches piano and music theory to students from 
as young as five years old to the advanced music grades and works with both examining 
bodies - ABRSM and Trinity. 

   Ralitza Macheva
Ralitza Macheva was born in Bulgaria where she graduated with a Master’s Degree 
from the Music Academy in Sofia. She also studied at the Music Conservatorium 
in Enscheda, Netherlands. Ralitza received first prize at the International Chamber 
of Music Festival, “Bella Bartok”, which led to various radio and television solo re-
cordings. After graduating, she performed as Principal Violin in the chamber group 
“Amadeus” in Seoul. She was later appointed as Associate Concertmaster of the 
Pleven Philharmonic Orchestra. From 2000, she has been the Co-Principal Second 
Violin for the KZNPO. Her interest in the baroque period of music has led to her 
leading the Baroque 2000 Orchestra in Durban. Ralitza also teaches at DGC where 
her bubbly personality is a hit with the girls.
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Violeta Osorhean
Violeta Osorhean started playing violin at the age of six at the Special 
School of Music, in Romania. She studied further and graduated with a 
double degree: Music Interpretati on and Pedagogy. In 1991, Violeta took 
up a positi on in the Nati onal Romanian Opera Orchestra and then moved 
to the Transylvania Philharmonic Orchestra. Violeta toured around the 
world with the orchestras. In 2005, her family relocated to South Africa 
where she took up the role of Associate Concert Master at the KZN Phil-
harmonic Orchestra. Violeta was later promoted to the Concert Master of 
the KZNPO. Playing violin is Violeta’s passion and she nurtures the musical 
abiliti es of both children and adults. 

Theo Venter
Theo Venter holds a B.Mus degree majoring in fl ute performance and compositi on.  He taught fl ute and music theory at diff erent schools and 
music centres around Durban, conducted the KZN Youth Wind Band and founded the Durban Music School. Theo currently manages a large 
private studio of fl ute students in Durban and in the Kwazulu-Natal Midlands. His students have excelled in nati onal music competi ti ons and 
some have furthered their studies and careers in Europe and the USA. Some of his students have also appeared as soloists with the KZNPO. 
Theo enjoys performing, on a regular basis, in various fl ute and piano recitals as well as chamber music performances. He has appeared as 
soloist with many orchestras. 

    Wesley Lewis
Wesley Lewis started his musical career on the recorder at an early age moving on to the 
clarinet. He att ended Kearsney College on a Music Scholarship where he played in the band 
and sang in the choir. Wesley is a member of the KZN Youth Wind Band and was appointed 
Concert Master in 2015. He toured with the band performing as a soloist in Germany, and 
led them to Gold at a Wind Band Festi val in Carnegie Hall. Wesley obtained his BA Mus 
majoring in Clarinet Performance and started teaching clarinet and saxophone in 2016. He 
started repairing woodwind instruments as a hobby and it has become an integral part of his 
business. Wesley is a member of various KZN Orchestras and teaches students individually.  

"If I had my life to live over again, I would have 
made a rule to read some poetry and listen to 

some music at least once every week.”
- Charles Darwin
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SP RESULTS

MATHS RELAY: GRADE 7
The following girls participated in the Grade 7 Maths relay held at DGC 
on 15 August:
Zaara Francis
Ayesha Solwa 
Jia Patel 
Rebecca Martin 
Leah Droyman 
Misbah Ismail

BEYOND MATHS CHALLENGE
The following girls participated in round 2 of the Beyond Maths
Challenge on 24 August:
Bailey Bartlett
Jingqi Lin
Divya Ramklass
Keren Curtis
Zaara Francis
Nandini Gangaram
Rebecca Martin
Bethel Mesele
Haniya Shahid
Sapna Singh
Alaya Singh

SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIETY OF MUSIC TEACHERS’ YOUNG MUSIC
MAKERS’ CONCERT
This concert was held on 24 August at Howard College, UKZN. Par-
ticipants display an exceptional level of talent. We are proud of the 
following girls who participated:
Nilashri Naidoo
Alaya Singh
Anjali Ramdhani
Nandini Gangaram
Leah Droyman
Hiranya Pillay

GYMNASTICS
Mila Fouché has been selected to represent the KwaZulu-Natal Gym-
nastics Team that will participate at the SAGF National Gymnastics 
Games in Cape Town from 26-28 September 2019. Well done, Mila.

MANDELA DAY MARATHON, TRIATHLON: 24 AUGUST
Well done to Kitty Ribbink who came 1st in the U14 category. We are 
proud of you!

HOCKEY  
vs Maris Stella Monday, 19 August:
U13A Won 2 - 0
U13B Drew 0 - 0

vs St Henry's Tuesday 20 August:
U10B Won 1 - 0
U13B Won 2 - 0
Great hockey, well played girls!

The U13A team played against Lilfordia School from Zimbabwe on 
Wednesday, 21 August. It was a fantastic display of hockey and both 
teams had chances of scoring. Well played to both teams.

On Saturday 24 August DGC played against Umhlali, in what was an-
other tough encounter against a Durban North school. Each and every 
girl gave their all to the very last minute, we are very proud of you.

The game of the day was the U11A team who beat Umhlali U11A 3 - 1. 
An excellent display of grit, determination, passion and desire to do it 
for their school. Well done, girls! A very proud moment for us all.

HOCKEY
Vs Northlands Primary on Monday 26 August: 
U13A Won 2 - 0
U13B Lost 0 - 1
U11A Lost 1 - 2
U11B Won 2 - 0
U10A Won 4 - 0
U11B Drew 1 - 1
Very well played, girls!

CROSS COUNTRY 
DGC participated in the league hosted by Umhlali on Friday, 16 August. 
Well done to the following girls who placed in the top ten.
U11 - Melissa Hulsen 3rd  
U13 - Rebekah Hompes 13th 

DGC participated in the league hosted by Chelsea & Fatima on Friday 
23 August. Congratulations to the following girls who came in the Top 
20.
U12 - Julia Butcher 9th
U10 - Josephine Macduff  14th, Ami Jansen van Rensburg 18th, and 
Sophie Scott 19th

ACTION NETBALL
Congratulations to the following girls who have made it through to the 
final trials of the 2020 KZN Action Netball teams and who will play in 
the Super League:
Lara Mervis , Kitty Ribbink and Ollie Mtshali

Congratulations to the following girls who have made the final trials of 
the KZN Midlands Action Netball trials:
Isabella Stephenson, Bailey Bartlett, Hannah Kharwa, Shreya Subra-
money, Sipha Ngcobo

THE "MOST IMPROVED YARDSTICKERS" OF THE WEEK:
U10 - Arwen Castle
U11 - Issy Stephenson
U13 - Anika Naidoo

BEYOND MATHS 
Isabella Stephenson participated in Round 2 of the Beyond Maths x

Results



The Week Ahead
02 - 08 September 2019 

 Monday 02

 Tuesday 03

 Thursday 05

 Friday 06

Day 1
JP: 08h30: Gr 00/R/1: Hooked on Books: JP Hall
JP: 12h00: Online Booking Sheets close for Parent Interviews 
JP: 13h00: Gr 2 Inter-House hockey tournament

Day 2
SP: 14h30: Inter-School Athletics: Crawford La Lucia
SP: 16h00 - 17h30: Choir Festival in the Hills Pre-rehearsal: DPHS

Day 3
SP: 07h15 - 08h00: Gr 7 Parents’ Conversation Circle: SP Drama Room
HS: 10h00 - 12h00: Gr 11 Distribution Centre Tour
SP: 10h30-12h30: Inter-House Field Events: DGC
SP: 14h30: Gr 5 Maths Relay: Maris Stella
SP: 14h00: Hockey Fixtures vs Port Natal: DGC
HS: 17h30 - 19h30: Gr 9 Subject Choice Evening: Lecture Theatre
 
Day 4
07h30: 'Moms Who Pray': College House
SP: 08h00 - 13h00: Gr 5 Egypt Day: Functions Room
HS: Leadership: Final day for Portfolio Interviews

SP: 08h00: Hockey Fixture vs Virginia: DGC

P10

 Wednesday 04

 Saturday 07

Day 5
HS: TRIALS END
JP/SP: Readathon Day: JP/SP
SP: 12h00 - 20h00: Choir Festival in the Hills: Curro Hillcrest
HS: 14h30: Soccer League Matches vs Maris Stella: DGC 
SP: 14h30: Cross Country League: Danville Park
HS: 14h30: Action Netball: U16 vs Northlands: Action Arena
JP: 15h00: Hockey Tournament: 3-Schools Astro
HS: 17h30: Action Netball: 1st Team vs Ashton: Action Arena

 Sunday 08
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Music is to the soul what words are to the mind.
Modest Mouse“

“

DGC U16 Water Polo
Tournament 2019

30 Aug - 1 Sept
DGC Aquatic Centre




