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I am always reminded of just how busy our school is and how many 
new threads are woven into the DGC tapestry each week. Let’s take a 
look at a few of the activities that have taken place in our school over 
the past few days.

Last Monday, the Primary School staff spent a day with TSSA, Thinking 
Schools South Africa, where they learnt more practical skills on how 
to incorporate Thinking Hats and Maps into our school curriculum. 
Our Thinking Schools Programme encourages the teaching of 21 Cen-
tury skills and strategies that enhance critical and creative thinking, 
communication, and collaboration. 

On Friday, Singakwenza, a charity organisation, hosted a workshop 
at our school. 30 ECD teachers from six different nursery schools 
attended this workshop. The teachers learnt how to use recyclable 
materials to make toys and educational resources. “We had a won-
derful morning. I don’t know when I last saw my staff so animated 
and having such fun. It was really good to see my team being so 
creative, interactive, engaging and enthusiastic” – Head of Maka-
bongwe Crèche. A special thank you to the Old Girls’ Committee for 
sponsoring this event.

Nic Spaull, a Senior Researcher in the Economics Department at Stel-
lenbosch University, and Director of Funda Wande, addressed all the 
staff and some parents this week. He spoke on Diversity, 21 Century 
and Socio-emotional Skills. His presentation focussed on the impor-
tance of developing relationships, and he touched on self-awareness 
and social awareness. He also empahsised the importance of achiev-
ing goals through perseverance, empathy, respect and care. 

There is a buzz in the Junior Primary department as the girls prepare 
for their Grandparents Day, Cultural Evenings and Art Exhibition next 
week. They look forward to presenting their choral verses from the 
Eisteddfod, various musical and dance items at these events.

One just has to pause for a moment to listen, see, and feel the heart-
beat of College to realise what a truly remarkable school we have - 
each girl, a unique thread in our tapestry.

Carol-Anne Conradie
Head of Junior Primary

23 August  2019

This week, our Water Polo girls enjoyed a lovely lunch, in preparation for the Lemonlicious U16 Water 
Polo Tournment, which will be held at DGC from 30 August - 01 September.
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On Friday, 16 August, Singakwenza visited DGC to run an outstanding
workshop. 28 teachers learnt how to use recyclable materials to make
educati onal toys and games. 

Teachers from Enkuliso, Ekujabuleni, Kusa-Kusa, Phaphamba, Inami,
Makabongwe and DGC parti cipated enthusiasti cally.  A special thank you 
goes to the Old Girls for sponsoring this event.

The Grade 1 girls loved their 
Thinking Hats lesson on Root 
Vegetables. The White Hat 
helped the girls discuss the facts 
about root vegetables whilst the 
Green Hat helped them think 
creati vely, enabling them to 
carefully design their very own 
root vegetable.

Sienna Setzkorn 
(Grade 5) com-
peted in the KZN 
Dressage Champs 
at Shongweni, 
this weekend. She 
placed fi rst in the 
Children’s Novice 
Warm Up,
Children’s Novice 
Championship 
and the Children’s 
Novice Freestyle 
which won her the 
Children’s Novice 
Victrix
Ludorum. Well 
done, Sienna!

From 15 August 2019 to 15 September 2019, MySchool is waiving the cost of the
MySchool MyVillage MyPlanet card and sign-up fee. To sign up, SMS “Join. Durban 
Girls’ College” to 31231. You can also download the MySchool App for free.

Our JP girls are training so hard in preparati on for our Sports 
Day on Monday, 9 September. Our teddy mascots are waiti ng
in anti cipati on.

     The interviews for 
Leadership portf olios 
for 2020 have begun. 
The Grade 11 girls 
spoke about their 
commitment to the 
school leadership 
programme and their 
interest in becoming 
"big sisters" to our 
JP girls. 

Senior Primary
Support DGC's MySchool Programme



On Thursday, the Water Polo mums treated the U16 Water Polo 
tournament girls to a lovely lunch: congratulating them and
wishing them well for the tournament next weekend. 

Chloe D’Amico (Grade 11) participated in the KZN Dressage Champs at
Shongweni. She won the Junior Preliminary Victor Ludorum, came first in the 
KZN Championship and first in the KZN Musical Freestyle Championship.
Congratulations, Chloe!
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High School

Good luck, girls!
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From our Chaplain
And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. 
Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for 
today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can 
separate us from God’s love. Romans 8:38

The world is changing fast - sometimes it feels like being on a train which is losing 
its brakes and gaining momentum as it speeds to… where? It can be a frightening 
prospect. But change itself is not new. People move, create and learn. They make new 
alliances, they invent things, they impact others with decisions and discoveries and 
change happens in small and big ways. Some change is for the good, and some really 
isn’t. Some changes are looked back on with admiration and relief; some are regretted. 
As we seek to be wise and discern what changes may be necessary and good for us, 
we’d do well to remember what Corrie Ten Boom once said: “Never be afraid to trust 
an unknown future to a known God”. There is wisdom in that. Whatever happens, there 
is nothing that can make God break His promises to His people, and nothing that can 
separate them from His love.

Michelle Edgcumbe

Meet our Staff

Meet our Alumna

After many years in Limpopo, I returned home to the warmth and comfort of 
family and friends in KZN. I am a mother of 3 imaginative and energetic children, 
Lily May, in Grade R, and twin boys, Tristan and Ewan in Grade 2. You will come to 
know me as a faithful friend, eager to listen, an enthusiastic problem solver and a 
passionate advocate.

My journey as an entrepreneur shifted from hospitality to education through 
involvement in rural schools, tending to the basic needs of vulnerable children. 
Set against a backdrop of impossibilities, lay immeasurable hope. I saw a future 
through new eyes and am motivated by the collective power to affect change. 

Today, I am committed to the role I can play, ensuring long term sustainability and 
relevance for institutions of educational excellence, an incubator for tomorrow’s 
leaders. As conscious ambassadors with integrity and strength, they are equipped 
to inspire a chain reaction of goodwill.

The Durban Girls’ College Foundation is “contributing meaningfully toward a new 
and Significant Tomorrow”.

Penelope Youngleson is a theatre maker, designer, writer and educator. Having 
spent the last 15 years in the Western Cape, she has just moved back to KZN.
 
Recognition for her work includes two Standard Bank Ovation awards, three 
Silver Standard Bank Ovation awards, a Gold Standard Bank Ovation award (she is 
the second woman to win this award in the history of the South African National 
Arts Festival) – and a Fleur du Cap award for Best New Director.
She has also been nominated for two additional Fleur du Caps for Best New 
South African Script (Siembamba 2016, Sillage 2017).

She has lectured at UCT, US, AFDA (Cape Town and Durban) and UKZN. She also 
started and ran her own NPO, Drama Kweens, working with at-risk youth on the 
Cape Flats.

She is a Bertha Scholar at the Graduate School of Business; and was named one 
of the Mail and Guardian Top 200 Young People of 2016.

Kate Coleman - Foundation Officer

Penelope Youngleson - Class of 2003
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SP RESULTS

EQUESTRIAN
Sienna Setzkorn competed in the KZN Dressage Champs held at Shon-
gweni on 16 - 18 August. Sienna rode in the Children’s Novice class 
and won all three of her classes, winning her Children’s Novice Victrix 
Ludorum 2019.  Sienna achieved 1st place in Children’s Novice Warm 
Up; Children’s Novice Championship and Children’s Novice Victrix 
Ludorum. Well done, Sienna.

HOCKEY  
vs Amanzimtoti Primary Tuesday, 13 August
U13A Won 6 - 0
U11A Won 1 - 0
U10A Won 2 – 0
vs Chelsea Prep Saturday, 17 August
U10A vs Chelsea U10A Won 1 - 0
U10B vs Chelsea U10C Won 5 - 3
U11B vs Chelsea U11C Drew 1 – 1

The rest of the teams lost their matches in what is always going to be 
a very tough fixture. Well played, girls, you gave of your best until the 
final whistle.

CROSS COUNTRY 
Our team participated in the league hosted by Umhlali on Friday, 16 
August. Well done to the following girls who placed in the top ten.
U11 - Melissa Hulsen 3rd
U13 - Rebekah Hompes 13th
  
HS RESULTS 

WATER POLO
U15 vs Durban Girls’ High School: won 27-2
U16 vs Durban Girls’ High School: won 20-0

TENNIS
1st Team vs St Mary’s 1st Team: won 3 matches to 0
U16 B vs Fatima: draw 1 match all

HORSE RIDING
Chloe D’Amico participated in KZN Dressage Champs at Shongweni 
over the weekend and won the Junior Prelim Victrix Ludorum. She also 
came first in the KZN Championship and 1st in the KZN Musical Free-
style Championship. Well done, Chloe, on this fantastic result!

Results



The Week Ahead
26 August - 01 September 2019 

 Monday 26

 Tuesday 27

 Thursday 29

 Friday 30

Day 6
JP: Online Booking Sheets open for Parent Interviews
JP: 11h00: Gr 1 Grandparents’ Day: JP Hall
SP: 14h00 - 16h30: Debating League Fixture: Glenwood Prep
SP: 14h30: Hockey Fixtures vs Northlands: DGC
JP: 17h30: Gr 1 Cultural Evening: JP Hall

Day 7
JP: 11h00: Gr 2 Grandparents’ Day: JP Hall
SP: 14h30: Athletics Meeting: Northlands
JP: 17h30: Gr 2 Cultural Evening: JP Hall

Day 8
WS: 08h00: DGC Music Competition: Music Hall
JP: 11h00: Gr 3 Grandparents’ Day: JP Hall
JP: 17h30: Gr 3 Cultural Evening: JP Hall
 
Day 9
07h30: 'Moms Who Pray': College House
WS: 08h00: DGC Music Competition: Music Hall
HS: 15h00: Soccer League vs St Mary’s: St Mary’s

HS: 07h00: U16 Water Polo Tournament: DGC
JP: 08h00: Hockey Tournament: DGC
SP: 08h00: U13 Hockey Tournament: Riverside

HS: 07h00: U16 Water Polo Tournament: DGC
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 Wednesday 28

 Saturday 31

Day 10
WS: 08h00: DGC Music Competition: Music Hall
JP: 08h00-  11h30: Gr 1 Interactive Day with Clifton: JP
HS: 11h00: U16 Water Polo Tournament: DGC

 Sunday 01
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We are currently preparing students
for jobs that don’t yet exist . . .

Using technologies that haven’t been invented . . .
In order to solve problems we don’t

even know are problems yet.
Richard Riley

“ “




