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“Man cannot discover new oceans unless he has the courage to lose 
sight of the shore.” – André Gide

This quote speaks to expansiveness and growth. I hope that this is 
exactly what the overseas Cultural Tour provides for the group of 38 
High School girls and 4 accompanying staff members, who depart-
ed for Europe on Thursday, 20 June. We wish them safe and happy 
travels and have no doubt that they will return enriched by the 
experience.

On Friday 14 June, Durban Girls’ College hosted a wonderful
Musical Event, whereby the Durban Girls’ College Orchestra,
together with the Senior Primary and High School Choirs, as well as
a number of soloists, were privileged to share the stage with the KZN 
Youth Orchestra, conducted by Mr Lyk Temmingh. Thank you to Mrs 
Dana Hadjev and the Music Department for overseeing the
inclusion of our girls in this wonderfully uplifting and inclusive
musical evening. It was a treat!

This week’s cross country runs across all phases brought energy to 
the campus and a Colour Run added an element of fun for the High 
School girls. The laughter and cheering in the Junior Primary
event reminded us all of how important it is to have fun! (Not to 
detract from some impressive performances!) Likewise, the spirited 
participation of the Senior Primary girls was great to see.
Exercise in the morning is indeed, a good thing!

On Monday this week, the EXCO Team enjoyed a planning session. 
The need to look ahead and to rig and steer the Galleon towards a 
changing horizon is a challenge and a privilege and we discussed
and debated a number of possible scenarios, which will be
communicated through the appropriate channels in the 
months ahead.

Happy holidays!

Heather Goedeke
Head of High School

21 June 2019

Thank you to our High School Staff and Sports Department for putting on a well deserved end of season colour run 
party. There was a good 'vibe' and lots of laughter, chirping and singing along the way.



Congratulations to our our Junior Primary girls for their participation, passion and 
sportsmanship seen at our annual JP Cross Country. Well done to all our runners.

   Our term ended with an 
exciting Aquathlon and 
Triathlon. It was impres-
sive to see how many 
Grade 1, 2 & 3 girls partic-
ipated in this wonderful 
sporting event.
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Mrs 
Conradie 
shared a 
birthday 
treat 
with 
all our 
Junior 
Primary 
girls.

     Congratulations to all our Senior 
Primary girls who ran in the Inter-house 
Cross Country, and earned a point for 
their house. Well done to the individual 
winners:
Julia Butcher - 1st place
Melissa Hulsen - 2nd place
Kitty Ribbink - 3rd place

       Our SP girls were thoroughly entertained by the cast of Hooked on Books.

Senior Primary
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High School Well done to all our High School girls who 
participated in the Inter-house Cross Country.
We held a competitive run, as well as a 
non-competitive run. The top three girls for 
the competitive run were: 1st place - Kayla 
Ribbink, 2nd place - Kira Ribbink,
3rd place - Kira Altshuler. Well done, girls!

On Friday, 14 June, we were delighted to welcome the KZN Youth Orchestra to our Musical 
Extravaganza. It was an exceptional evening of celebration, positivity and happiness.

Our annual High School production, Culture
Kudos, showcased the incredible amount of
talent which exists at DGC. Singing, acting,
dancing and artistic expression presented with 
sheer joy and a love for the arts. Bravo girls, we 
are delighted to watch your talent grow.
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From our Chaplain

I am a History teacher in the High School at Durban Girls’ College and teach
Grade 8 to Grade 12. I have taught at DGC for 17 years. I love teaching History and 
facilitating young ladies to think critically about and gather an understanding of 
their world. I have two daughters at Durban Girls' College, in Grade 9 and Grade 
12 and they are extremely happy here. I also look after the High School Mentors 
and their leadership portfolio. I have done Supply Teaching in the UK and taught at 
Lockhat Islamia College and Danville Girls High School before coming to DGC.
I live in Glenashley with my husband, two daughters, two dogs and a cat. As an
old girl myself, I am passionate about DGC and proud to be a member of the
College family.

Professor Lynette Denny matriculated from Durban Girls' College in 1975
where she developed a love for science and biology.  During her matric year
she represented Durban Girls' College in The Jan Hofmeyer Speech Contest. 
Upon matriculating she went on to university to study medicine with a
specialised interest in Obstetrics and Gynaecology.  In honour of her
achievements in the field of gynaecological oncology amongst the poor and
underprivileged women in Khayelitsha, Lynette received the Galleon Award in
2005. That  same year she was invited to be the keynote speaker at Senior
Founders' Day where she delivered a meaningful message to the girls about
being of service to the larger community. Lynette is now the Chair and Professor
of Obstetrics & Gynaecology and registered sub-specialist in Gynaecological
Oncology at Groote Schuur Hospital and University of Cape Town. She is also a
full member of the Institute of Infectious Diseases and Molecular Medicine at
University of Cape Town. Her research interest for the past 15 years has been in
preventing cervical cancer in low resource settings and she has published over 100 peer reviewed papers on the subject. She has been a keynote 
speaker at numerous international conferences and is currently the President of the International Gynaecology Cancer Society and the Chair of the 
FIGO Gynaecology Oncology Committee. She was awarded the Distinguished Scientist for Improving the Quality of Life of Women by the South
African Department of Science and Technology in 2006 and is a B2 rated scientist by the National Research Foundation of South Africa. She was 
the first recipient of the Shoprite Checkers SABC 2 Women of the Year award for Science and Technology in 2004. She was awarded the South
African Medical Association award for Extraordinary Service to Medicine (2012) and given a fellowship ad eudeum to the Royal College of
Obstetrics and Gynaecology, United Kingdom (2012). Lynette's niece, Georgina, is a Grade 8 College Girl.

Michelle Edgcumbe

Megan Nicholson - High School History Teacher

Professor Lynette Denny - Class of 1975

The theme for the SP service this year is 'Journeying Together'. Through 
songs, readings and prayers we remind ourselves, and one another, about 
the benefits of journeying through life side by side. The Grade 4s tradi-
tionally lead the prayers at the SP service and this year is no different. Our 
wishes for the DGC community this week, and into the holidays, can be 
best expressed in the words of those prayers. This is one of them: 

Dear Lord, Thank you for our friends and teachers at school. You have 
brought us together to walk this school journey side by side. As we go our 
separate ways today for a few weeks, please fill our hearts with gratitude 
and love for each other. All this we ask in Jesus name. Amen
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All that is gold does not glitter, not all those who
wander are lost. The old that is strong does not
wither, deep roots are not reached by the frost.

J.R.R. Tolkien

We wish all our College families and staff a well deserved holiday and
look forward to welcoming you back next term!

“ “
Congratulations to an Old Girl
We are delighted to share exciting news. Ruth Thumbi, Class of 2018, has won a $50 000 scholarship to NYU (New York University) and is due to 
start in September. This has been awarded to her by NYU's College of Arts and Science.

Ruth was accepted by 5 of the 7 American Universities she applied to, but she chose to study at NYU.

She is a determined young woman with a strong voice and intellect and with capacity for leadership.

We acknowledge the critical role Ruth's teachers played in helping her succeed independently and in following her dreams. Her string of suc-
cessful applications confirms that the IEB holds weight internationally.

Congratulations Ruth, we are so proud of you!


