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Our Grade 12s received their iconic white jerseys this week. A symbol of leadership in the school and
recognition of the last year of their journey through DGC. 

Issue
#50

“Hang in there. It is astonishing how short a time it can take for 
very wonderful things to happen.” (The Secret Garden, Frances 
Hodgson Burnett)

Burnett’s famous line sums up this past week perfectly in terms of 
celebration. We have celebrated the academic achievements of the 
girls in Grades 8 – 11 (for the 2018 academic year) at the High School 
Awards Ceremony. There were several impressive achievements with 
a really pleasing number of girls in each grade achieving academic 
excellence. The girls can indeed be proud of their achievements.
Receiving these awards at the start of a fresh academic year also 
serves to motivate them to uphold the standards that they have 
attained.

At the ceremony I made mention of the outstanding matric results
of the Class of 2018. We were delighted with the excellent standard
upheld by the girls and by the outstanding achievement of having 
been one of only five schools in South Africa to have three pupils 
on the IEB Outstanding list, and one of two schools provincially to 
achieve this. This, together with the fact that 77% of all symbols 
attained were A and B symbols points to an exceptional work ethic 
on the part of the girls and their teachers.

Having just attended the IEB Heads’ Regional conference reporting 
back on the examination process, as well as trends going forward, 
I can assure you that the quality of the education the girls’ receive 
is in good hands. The IEB has just published a comprehensive list of 
international universities that accept IEB students. 

This includes 63 universities in the UK, 35 in the United States, 8 in 
Canada, 5 in New Zealand, 40 in Australia and 10 in Europe and the 
Middle East amongst others. The IEB might not be an international 
qualification in itself, but it certainly is internationally.

Two important Rites of Passage marked the second week back: 
the Grade 8 Key Ceremony and the Grade 4 Blazer Ceremony. Both 
mark transitions into new phases of school life and the symbolism 
and ceremony reinforces the unique educational journey that is
experienced at Durban Girls’ College. Emma Sharratt, Head Girl, 
used a beautiful literary analogy through her reference to The 
Secret Garden to encourage the girls: “Today, each of you will be 
presented with an uncut key. During the next 5 years you will shape 
this key into a uniquely handcrafted masterpiece that will unlock 
the door into your own secret garden at Durban Girls’ College. 
Here, you will find the mystery and magic that lies behind these 
garden walls. Your garden is yours to tend. It will blossom
according to the effort you put in to preparing it.”

I watched the proud Grade 4 parents as they celebrated their 
daughters’ move from the JP to the SP and despite being little 
people, they rang the bell loudly to mark their arrival at this point 
in their journey. It was wonderful to witness such excitement and 
such pride. May they too find the “magic and mystery” that lies 
within learning, discovery and growth.

Mrs Heather Goedeke
Head of High School

25 January 2019



P2

Senior Primary

High School

Junior Primary

Our Grade 1 girls 
started the Time 2 
Read programme 
this week. They 
had fun building 
words! 

The Grade R girls thoroughly enjoyed their
out-of-the-classroom day where they learnt
about our creati ve world. Such wonderful
butt erfl ies and pet rocks!

The Grade 3 squad
swimmers started their 
early morning training this 
week. Congratulati ons on 
your commitment.

Our Grade 4 Blazer and Bell-Ringing Ceremony took
place this week. 

This is a memorable Rite of 
Passage where girls are
welcomed into the Senior 
Primary. 

    The Good
Fellowship 
Award in
Grade 10
went to
Kaela
Simpson.

     Emma 
Sharratt  was 
awarded 
the Heather 
Robb Prize 
for Top 
Student in 
Grade 11.

Our High School Awards 
Ceremony for our Grades 
8 - 11 (2018 academic year)  
was held in Centenary Hall 
on Monday evening. Mrs 
Heather Goedeke, Head of 
the High School, congratulat-
ed the prize winners and all 
girls who had worked hard to 
reach their pesonal goals Mrs 
Goedeke's speech addressed 
changes in educati on in the 
21st century.

Last Friday, our Grade 8 girls had their offi  cial 
welcome to the High School at the Grade 8 
Key Ceremony followed by a sleepover. The 
girls were presented a 'key' by our Executi ve 
Head, Mrs Marianne Bailey, and Head of the 
High School, Mrs Heather Goedeke. The key is 
used to open the 'door' into High School.  The 
HS leadership welcomed them as they stepped 
through the doorway and Mrs Tracy Hampson 
from the Parents' Associati on gift ed each girl 
with a 'care package'. 
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From our Chaplain

Trish de Jongh joined the Music Department this year as the part-time Music
Administrator. Trish was born in Eshowe and has spent her life living in KwaZulu- 
Natal. After leaving school, she followed her passion and studied a Diploma in Ballet 
but an injury put an end to her ballet career. Trish worked in the Human Resources 
field for over thirty years in the corporate and manufacturing environments and on 
a consulting basis. When her daughters were born she stopped working to become 
a stay-at-home mum. During her free time, as her daughters were growing up, Trish 
was actively involved in their school lives working on various committees arranging 
functions and fundraisers for the school.

Trish's two daughters have also joined us at College – Tegan in Grade 9 and Jenna in 
Grade 8. Her girls are very involved in sports and she spends most of her spare time 
either next to a swimming pool or around the netball and hockey fields. When she is 
not busy with her girls Trish enjoys reading and socialising with friends.      

Christ gave gifted people to the church so that they might prepare God’s 
people to serve. Then the body of Christ will be built up….we will be 
grown up in the faith. We will receive everything that Christ has for us. 
Ephesians 4:11-14 (condensed)

These verses speak about different gifts people have and how they can 
be used to serve and encourage each other in life and faith. The result 
is to be ‘all grown up’ spiritually speaking. Growing up is something that 
usually just happens without us thinking too much about it. But it’s a 
wonderful blessing and we’d do well to be grateful for the milestones 
we reach. The Rites of Passage at College are an acknowledgement of 
growth and gratitude for what lies both behind and ahead. Whether it’s
a new hat, a College blazer, the ringing of the bell, or any other College 
Rite of Passage, these symbols of growing up are significant reminders
of precious time and the gift of life. As we reflect on this, let’s also
reflect on Ephesians 4 and how we are using our gifts to serve others
in life and faith.

Meet our Staff

Michelle Edgcumbe

Meet our Alumna
My name is Kate Starr and I matriculated in 2017 from Durban Girls’ College. I spent seven
wonderful years there loving every minute. After my school career, I went on to follow my
passion in teaching and started at Stellenbosch University doing a Bachelor of Education
Foundation Phase. It has been an experience that I have absolutely adored. A year of learning 
many life lessons, making new friends and having the time of my life! 

The start of second year requires me to observe at a school of our choice and of course, Durban 
Girls’ College warmly welcomed me in. After observing the Grade R class for two weeks, it has 
reassured me that I am on the path that was meant for me. The teaching blood runs in my
family as my Grandmother was a preschool teacher, my Mum has taught for 20 years and my 
sister has just graduated with the same degree!

I am delighted to say that I am going back to Stellenbosch with a full heart and a determined 
mind. Nothing would make me happier than if, one day, I am given the opportunity to return to 
DGC teaching my very own class. 

Trish de Jongh

Kate Starr, Class of 2017
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SP RESULTS:

Action Netball: Monday 21 January
U13A drew 9 - 9 with Virginia Prep U13B
U12A beat Northlands U12A : 12 - 8
U10A beat Durban Christian Centre U10A 10 - 3

Triathlon
Congratulations Kitty Ribbink who has made the KZN Triathlon Team 
to participate in the SA Triathlon Champs.

Equestrian
Sienna Setzkorn was awarded the KZN Victrix Ludorum for 2018 in 
the CHILDREN’S PRELIMINARY DRESSAGE. Well done, Sienna!

Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music
Certificate awarded to Shreya Subramoney: Grade 1 Piano: Merit

KZN Youth Orchestra
Badge awarded to Rebecca Martin for joining the KZN Youth
Orchestra in January 2019.
Rebecca rehearses with the Orchestra every Friday 16h00 – 18h30

Results



The Week Ahead
28 January-03 February 2019
 Monday 28

 Tuesday 29

 Thursday 31

 Friday 01

Day 1
SP: eThekwini Tennis Trials
HS: 15h00: Tennis: U16A vs Fati ma : Fati ma
SP: Acti on Netball: Rinaldo Acti on Arena
      15h00: U13A vs Kuswag
      15h00: U13B vs Crawford North Coast
      15h30: U12A vs Virginia
      17h00: U11A vs Durban Christi an Centre  
HS: 17h30: Gr 12 Parent Informati on Evening: Lecture Theatre

Day 2
JP: 07h30: Junior Primary Coff ee Morning : JP Staff room
HS: 15h30-19h00: Sports Psychologist Presentati on for girls: Lecture Theatre/NFR
HS: 17h30-19h00: Parents arrive: Sports Psychologist: Lecture Theatre
16h00 : Buildings & Grounds Meeti ng : Trust House
HS: 17h30-19h30: Chelsea HS Expo: Chelsea Primary

Day 3
SP: 14h30-16h00: Gala: Maris Stella
HS: 14h00-17h00: Co-Ed Swimming Gala: Pietermaritzburg
HS: 18h00-19h00: Gr 10 Parents’ Informati on Evening: Business Studies Classroom

Day 4
HS: eThekweni Girls’ Tennis Trials
HS: 1st Team Water Polo Tournament : Kingswood
HS: Indoor Hockey
       15h50: 1st Team vs Crawford La Lucia : Danville
       15h50: U16A vs Westville : Maris Stella

Day 5
HS: eThekweni Girls’ Tennis Trials
HS: 1st Team Water Polo Tournament: Kingswood
HS: 13h00 - 15h00: Mtunzini HS Expo: Mtunzini Primary
HS: Acti on Netball:Rinaldo Acti on Arena
       14h00: U15A vs Curro Richmore
       14h30: 1st Team vs Danville
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 Wednesday 30

One is not born
a woman

but becomes
a woman

Simone de Beauvoir

“ “

 Saturday 02   IEB Nati onal Conferences
  HS: 1st Team Water Polo Tournament : Kingswood
  HS: Indoor Hockey
         08h00: U14A vs Crawford La Lucia: Maris Stella
         08h00: U14B vs Hillcrest A: St Mary`s
         08h40: 3rd vs Curro HC A: UKZN
         09h20: U16B vs Maris Stella A: Maris Stella
         10h00: U14B vs Durban Girls High: St Mary’s
         10h40: 2nd vs Danville B: Danville

HS: 1st Team Water Polo Tournament: Kingswood Sunday 03
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