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I have had the privilege and honour of serving as the 2018 
Head Girl for Durban Girls’ College. My role as Head Girl is a 
very multi-faceted one as it involves having to juggle between 
working with the Staff, as well as the entire High School. This 
year, my two deputies and I have focused on being more
interactive with the junior school so as to build a stronger 
relationship between the two phases. Through our theme, 
SWEAT, we have focused on creating an atmosphere of hard 
work, perseverance and, of course, consistency in all the 
spheres of school life. 

A big part of my position is speech writing and public speaking, 
which is a skill I have had to develop throughout the year. As 
Head Girl, you are expected to be able to speak to and inspire 
your grade to work together as a leadership body. My job 
extends further than myself as I have had to work with the 
other portfolios to make sure that leadership at College is of 
the highest standard. 

What I have valued most about being in this position is the 
ability to be at the forefront on innovative change within the 
school. Being able to have the ability to create a space in the 
school where girls get to enjoy themselves and buy into our 
leadership is truly a satisfying feeling. I am fortunate enough 
to say that I have received immense support throughout this 
year from my family, teachers and especially my grade. I would 
have never been able to accomplish what I have without them.

Nomcebo Sibiya - Head Girl 

From the Helm
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My role as the Deputy Head Girl of Administration is to focus on the 
general organisation of activities in the school and the leadership body 
as a whole, as well as to be supportive to the Head Girl. This position 
requires a student who is efficient, orderly and able to deal with the 
amount of time and precision that is required to perform the job well. 
I believe that being the Deputy Head Girl brings a sense of order and 
composure to the school and gives the opportunity and platform to 
make decisions and take actions that will contribute positively to the 
well-being of the girls and to the future of Durban Girls’ College.  
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Isabelle 
Pattenden 

Serving Durban Girls’ College as Deputy Head Girl of Conduct for 2018 
has been a hugely rewarding and humbling experience thus far. In 
this position I am responsible for overseeing matters pertaining to the 
ethos of the school, such as respect, behaviour and general conduct 
of the girls. I have a number of duties regarding the discipline system 
which aims to teach rather than punish. I attend various meetings each 
week to supervise and support the other leadership portfolios, as well 
as ensure the orderly management of the school. The position allows 
me to be involved in all areas of the school and to make a meaningful 
contribution for which I am extremely grateful.

Cenelle Gounden

Deputy Head: Administration

The SRC is a student-run body, which aims to deliver the needs of the 
girls to the Heads of the school in order to ensure that the girls are 
represented and that their needs and viewpoints are taken into 
consideration in all areas of operation. This year, Kirsten Dorkin, 
my Deputy Head, and I are also in the process of planning our third 
HeForShe day in collaboration with Clifton. This event aims to 
challenge and mend gender stereotypes. Being Head of SRC has 
taught me many life lessons and has allowed me to connect with 
people and College on a much more personal level, whilst being able 
to interact with and understand the varying perspectives of my peers. 

Raffaella van 
der Westhuyzen

Head of SRC

Deputy Head: Administration

Deputy Head: Conduct
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Being Head of College House has never been a duty, but rather about 
playing a role within a family. This building represents the safe, loving 
and structured ethos that all College girls are encouraged to embody; 
for this position ultimately serves as a link between College House 
and the school, in order to create a greater sense of unity and 
communication between the two. We live by the three C’s – courtesy, 
consideration and common-sense; taking the lessons we learn from 
this “home away from home” with us for the rest of our lives. 
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Erin 
Lawson 

The Head of Academics oversees Computer Monitresses, Poetry Club 
and Academic Support. Computer Monitresses dedicate their time to 
assisting girls in the computer rooms with navigating the IT system. 
Poetry Club allows the girls to have an outlet for their creative side, 
where they are encouraged to express their individual voices. 
Academic Support helps girls with all subjects’ homework or revision. 
The Academic portfolio centres on Durban Girls’ College girls helping 
to develop the College Community, by supporting those around them, 
during their overall holistic education at the school.  

Laura Jackson
Culture at Durban Girls’ College consists of the Art, Drama and 
Culture Kudos portfolios, as well as two new school clubs both 
introduced this year: the Film Club and the Creative Writing Club. 
The Head and Vice-Head of Culture collaborate with the Heads of 
all the individual portfolios to come up with new initiatives to 
get the girls involved in cultural life at DGC. Whether through a 
powerful poem or a graceful dance number, creative expression plays 
an important role in fostering a vibrant school environment and the 
Culture Team of 2018 has been committed to making sure that each 
girl has a way to make her voice heard.

Ruth Thumbi

Head of Academics

Head of Culture

Head of College House
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As the Heads of Sport at Durban Girls’ College, our responsibilities lie 
in making sure that sport runs smoothly in the High School with the 
inclusion of informing House and Sports Captains of relevant details 
and communicating with our sports coaches across the board. We 
ensure that there is integration with regard to sport throughout the 
different phases at DGC. It is part of our leadership portfolio to watch 
and support all the sports across the High School, Senior Primary and 
Junior Primary, and in doing this, showing and demonstrating good 
sportsmanship which is something that College values deeply. 
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Katie
Phillips 

My job as Head of Service for 2018 is to ensure that the six portfolios 
we manage run smoothly as well as to implement the general service 
policy. We have updated the service policy based on research and 
discussion and have created something that ensures the consistent 
application of the policy in all areas of school life. Service at Durban 
Girls’ College involves what the girls give back to the school. It helps 
to grow bonds between girls in various grades as they work alongside 
each other while making a difference at the same time.

Casey-May Lewis I oversee all the musical aspects of the school as well as organizing 
musical events. My vision for music is to bring music to the masses. 
Durban Girls' College has always had an exceptional reputation when 
it comes to music and the Music Department offers a wide range of 
music lessons There is also a variety of group activities for girls to 
get involved in such as our High School Choir, Orchestra, Marimba 
Band, African Drumming Group and A capella group, where girls can 
further develop their skills and interact with other grades. Many of 
our students go on to represent the school and KwaZulu-Natal in 
music through the KZN Youth Orchestra and the KZN Youth Choir. I 
encourage girls who are in the choir and/or orchestra to apply for 
music leadership positions as this will be an excellent opportunity to 
showcase their passion for music

Almira 
Abdool-Samad

Head of Service

Head of Music

Head of Sport
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At Durban Girls’ College, the Social Responsibility portfolio comprises 
seven other portfolios, all of which are involved with the social aspect 
of the school and are very inclusive of the girls, especially through 
committees or projects. As a whole, the aim of this portfolio is to make 
girls aware of their surroundings and society, in school and out, and to 
interact with them through activities such as beach clean-ups, visits to 
old age homes or even speeches in assembly. This portfolio provides a 
platform for the girls to gain exposure to social issues and encourages 
them to understand their part in making society better, both 
individually and as a school.
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Singita Khosa
Being Head of High School Mentors is a big responsibility, but can 
also be immense fun if you're organised and have a good relationship 
with your Mentors and the Teacher in charge. I am required to see 
that the mentors are with their classes on a Monday and Wednesday 
morning from 7:30am - 7:40am and to make sure that their classes 
are neat and ready for assembly. I oversee the Mentors, making sure 
that they encourage good behaviour and participation from the girls. 
One of my main roles is to teach the girls to balance support and 
discipline with their classes by reminding them to be approachable 
and to wear their school uniform with pride. 

Head of High School Mentors

Head of Social Responsibility

Puja Pande 
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SENIOR PRIMARY

Music Examination Results:
Anjali Ramdhini: Trinity Piano: Grade 1 – 96%
Alaya Singh: Trinity Piano: Grade 1 – 97%
Isobel Officer, Grade 5F, passed ABRSM Music Theory Grade 1: with Merit: 88%
Makayla Holmes, Grade 6B, Passed ABRSM Music Theory Grade 1: with Merit: 83%

Queensburgh Festival of Arts Results:
DGC Senior Primary Choir:
- Primary Choir Classical: A++/and SP Choir Trophy
- Primary Choir Contemporary: AA++/and SP Choir Trophy 

DGC Grade 7 Marimba Band:
Primary Marimba Band Trophy: A++
Queensburgh Festival of Arts Certificates awarded to:
- Nilashri Naidoo: 
- Violin Concerto: A+/Violin Solo A++
- Piano U12 – Modern 2: A+
- Piano U12 – Classical Composers: A+
- Piano Duet U14 (with her sister Sonali Naidoo): 2nd place in this category

Classical Ballet: Cecchetti Society Faculty: Certificates awarded to:
- Isabella Stephenson: Grade 2: Distinction
- Divya Ramklass: Grade 3: Distinction
- Nilashri Naidoo: Grade 3: Distinction

SANESA:
Sienna Setzkorn competed in the SANESA Core League Qualifier at Shongweni on 7 & 8 July, riding 
for DGC. Her results for Level 1 as follows:
- Show Jumping 50cm accumulator – 2nd Place
- Dressage 1 – 3rd Place
- Prix Caprilli – 3rd Place
- Equitation 50cm – 4th Place

Sienna also competed in the Dressage SA competition at Galloping Winds on 14 & 15 July. She 
achieved the following:
- Children’s Preliminary Dressage 1 – 1st Place
- Children’s Preliminary Dressage 2 – 1st Place
- Children’s Preliminary Dressage 3 – 1st Place

Lisa Janse van Rensburg competed in the SANESA Inter-Schools Competition on 7 & 8 July. 
She achieved the following:
- 2nd Equitation
- 2nd Competition
- 1st Speed

SP Hockey and Netball Tour:
The U13A Netball and Hockey teams embarked on a highly successful tour of Johannesburg and 
Pretoria from 19-22 July.  The saying “A happy team is a winning team” epitomized the behaviour 
and performance of the girls and they are to be commended on flying the DGC flag sky high on
this tour.

Netball Results:
U13A vs Kyalami drew 14-14
U13A vs Dainfern won 19-5
U13B vs Kayalami lost 4-7
U13B vs Dainfern won 8-5

Results
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HIGH SCHOOL

Music Results:
The following High School girls recently passed their ABRSM Theory Examinations:
Sarah Andrew - A+ for Piano Sonata Allegretto
Sarah Sparks - Grade 3 Music Theory with Merit
Jaime Davies - Grade 5 Music Theory

The following High School girls recently participated in the Queensburgh Festival of Arts and 
achieved the following excellent results:

Sonali Naidoo:
- A ++ for Piano U14 Duet, Piano U14 Modern 1 and Piano U14 Modern 2
- A+ for Piano U14 Romantic
- A for Piano U14 Classical
- Sonali was placed first overall in the Piano U14 Section
Niwedita Bhatta:
- A++ for Piano U16 Sonata, Piano U16 Modern 1, Piano U16 Modern 2 and Piano U16 Recital
- A+ for Piano U16 Classical
- Niwedita was placed second overall in the Piano U16 Section
Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell:
- Rachel received 7 A++ certificates for her Piano and Violin, placing first in 6 Categories. She was 
placed first overall in the Piano and Violin U18 Sections Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell has also been 
invited to perform a piano recital at the Hilton Arts Festival Concert Series on Saturday 15 September
at 10am.

The Music Department would like to congratulate these students on their excellent achievements.

Lifesaving:
Congratulations to Alice Edward who travelled to Japan with the South African Lifesaving Team, 
over the school holidays. South Africa came 4th overall after Australia, New Zealand and Japan A. 
Great Britain, America, Japan B and Hong Kong also competed. No individual medals were received
due to it being a team event but Alice’s results were as follows:

- Board 7th
- Surfski 9th
- Board Rescue 4th 
- Ocean Women Relay 3rd

Soccer:
The U14 & U15 DGC teams took part in the Crawford North Coast 6-a-side soccer tournament last 
weekend. They played a full day of soccer and learnt many new skills for the season ahead. The U14
girls managed to place 12th out of 20 teams, while the U15 girls managed to place 5th out of 20 
teams. Well done, girls, this is a much better result from last year!

Hockey:
This past weekend, DGC’s 1st hockey team took part in the final round of the annual Spar Hockey 
Tournament at St Mary’s in Kloof. It was two very busy days of jam packed hockey. Their results 
were as follows:
Vs Fatima, DGC won 1-0
Vs Ferrum, DGC won 2-0
Vs Epworth, drew 0-0
Vs Felixton, DGC won 2-0
Semi-final match vs St Anne’s, drew 1-1 and then lost 3-2 in 8 second shootouts
3/4th position match vs Epworth, drew 0-0 and then lost 2-0 in 8 second shootouts
Well done girls for playing some phenomenal hockey. 
    
Karate:
Well done to Sarah Andrew in Grade 8 who graded in karate this past weekend through the SKISA 
federation and has achieved her Red (level 3) belt.

Results
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The Week Ahead
Monday 30

Tuesday 31

Thursday 1

Friday 3

Day 1
JP: 09h00: Production Dress Rehearsal: Centenary Hall
09h00-10h10: SP: Gr 4 & 5 attend JP Drama Production: Centenary Hall
JP: Love Languages Book sent home for Parents: Gr 1C
12h30-13h30: isiZulu Cluster Meeting: Mrs Ngcobo’s Classroom
SP: 14h30: Singles Tennis League against Chelsea: DGC
SP: 14h40: U12 & U13 Netball Matches and hosting Kayalami: DGC
HS: Tennis: U16 DGC A vs DGC B: DGC

Day 2
HS: 08h30: Gr 9H & 9R visit to Durban Holocaust Centre: Holocaust Centre
SP: 14h30: U13B Hockey Tournament: DGC
HS: 14h40-16h15: Gr 12 Life Sciences Optional Case Study: Life Sciences Lab
HS: 15h00: Tennis 1st Team against Crawford La Lucia: DGC
HS: 15h00: Tennis 2nd Team against Hillcrest: DGC
JP: 18h00: Junior Primary Production Performance #1: Centenary Hall

Day 3
HS: 08h30: Gr 9V & 9J visit to Durban Holocaust Centre: Holocaust Centre
08h30-13h00: SAHISA Principals’ Meeting: DGC
HS: 15h00: Soccer against Pinetown Girls’ High: Pinetown Girls’ High
HS: 17h30: DGC/Clifton Soiree: Clifton School
JP: 18h00: Junior Primary Production Performance #2

Day 4
JP: 09h00: Grandparents’ Day (Gr 1-3)
HS: 09h00: Spelathon Gr 8-11: Michael House
HS: 18h00-20h00: Gr 11 History Evening: Functions Room

Day 5
HS: 08h00: U16 Soccer Tournament: Pinetown
HS: 08h00: U19 Soccer Tournament: Kloof
SP: 09h30-12h30: Market Day: Peace Garden & SP Drama Room
SP: Cross Country: Crawford North Coast
HS: 13h15: Gr 12 History Alternate Task 4: History Classroom
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Life shrinks or expands 
in proportion to 

one's courage.
Anaïs Nin

“ “

Saturday 4 JP: 07h45: Hockey Tournament: DGC

Sunday 5 HS: 08h00-16h00: Gr 12 Drama Winter School: Thomas More
HS: 08h00: U16 Soccer Tournament: Pinetown
HS: 08h00: U19 Soccer Tournament: Kloof
SP: 11h00-14h00: Eden Eco Quiz: Eden College


