
“It is what we make out of what we have, not what we are given, that separates one person from another.” 
(Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela). This is the last line of a longer quote wherein Mr Mandela refers to education 
as the “engine room of personal development.” How well Mr Mandela illustrated these words through the 
life that he lived and through the ways in which he served his country and the world at large! He was in the 
“engine room”of the African National Congress as an activist and freedom fighter and he was there again when 
a peaceful transition to democracy was conceptualised and negotiated. He spent most of his life in the “engine 
room” of social and political change in South Africa and he evolved into one of the greatest humanitarians the 
world has known. This week, South Africans (and indeed people across the globe) have paid their respects to 
Nelson Mandela, who would have been 100 years old on Wednesday, 18th July. His legacy endures and still 
inspires hope in the hearts of South Africans. It endures because of his indomitable human spirit, his innate 
self-respect and respect for others, his deeply-rooted integrity, genuine compassion, real courage and his 
extraordinary ability to connect with people. 

Education was central to Mr Mandela’s vision for healing and rebuilding South Africa with its challenges of 
poverty, illiteracy, disparity, division and brokenness. Mr Mandela’s incredible sense of purpose, combined 
with humility, made him an exceptional servant leader and a great teacher. Through his thoughts, words and 
actions, he inspired a nation and the world at large. He reached into the hearts and minds of millions and he 
left his mark on this earth. 

While imprisoned on Robben Island, Mr Mandela read novels, newspapers and poetry. It was William
Ernest Henley’s poem, Invictus that provided him with inspiration during some of the darkest times:
Out of the night that covers me; Black as the pit from pole to pole; I thank whatever gods may be;
For my unconquerable soul .../... I am the master of my fate; I am the captain of my soul. These compelling 
lines continue to inspire us. Mr Mandela understood and valued the power of words and of knowledge and 
his wisdom and oratory powers illustrated this. Our role as teachers is to ensure that Mr Mandela’s legacy is 
honoured. We need to teach the girls to value their education and to read, enrich and equip themselves in 
order to grow and to reach out to others so that they too can play their part in fixing this beautiful country. 
To be respectful, responsible, caring and deeply human is important, especially in a world that is increasingly 
automated and digital. We need to teach the girls to be aware of their responsibility to make the world a bet-
ter place, because in the words of Nelson Mandela, “to be free is not merely to cast off one's chains, but to live 
in a way that respects and enhances the freedom of others.” Heather Goedeke - Head of High school

From the Helm

"The Herd Boy" 
The Grade 1 girls read "The Herd Boy" in celebration of what would have been Nelson 
Mandela's 100th birthday.

College Moments
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SANESA
Competitions
Sienna Setzkorn
competed in SANESA 
competitions this 
month, where she 
was placed 1st, 2nd, 
3rd and 4th in various 
categories. 

Triathlon in
Europe
Amber Schlebusch 
grabbed two podium 
finishes in Europe 
over the holidays, 
cementing her status 
as the continent’s 
Top Junior Triathlete.

Issue
#33

Celebrating 

Mandela
Month



P2

Senior Primary
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High School
Teacher Appreciation Day

At Thursday's assembly, our High School 
girls surprised their teachers with a Teacher 
Appreciation Day, and presented each teacher 
with a certificate of appreciation. Nelson 
Mandela was one of South Africa's greatest 
'teachers'  about life and humanity, and so
in honour of Mandela Day our girls chose to 
celebrate the role that the College teachers 
play in their lives.     

Dancing Dolls

Our younger girls have had so much fun creating their dancing 
dolls at school.

Junior Primary

Nelson Mandela

Our Grade 2 girls thoroughly enjoyed learning about Nelson Mandela as 
part of their curriculum."Without education your children can never really 
meet the challenges they will face."

Mandela Posters

Our SP girls celebrated Mandela Day by designing and displaying 
beautiful posters in their classrooms this week.
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I’m a high school teacher by profession and a professional 
juggler by trade. While it is a challenge to juggle a career 
and motherhood, I wouldn’t change a thing. I love being a 
teacher as much as I love being a mom and my classroom 
truly is my happy place. After qualifying in 1994, I taught 
Accounting and Business Studies in a public school and 
two private schools before joining Durban Girls’ College in 
2008 as Head of Business Studies. At the same time, my 
two daughters also joined DGC. My eldest is a proud DGC 
Old Girl and my youngest is in Grade 12 this year. We feel 
so privileged to be part of the DGC family and it has been 
wonderful to watch my own daughters’ unique journeys at 
this special school. 

At the start of this year I took up the position of Head of 
Academics in the High School and I am enjoying this new 
challenge. Relationships are important to me and coupled 
with that, a work environment where teachers and girls feel 
valued and supported. When life gets busy, I remind myself 
of a quote by Dwight Eisenhower: “What is important is 
seldom urgent, and what is urgent is seldom important”. 

From our Chaplain

Meet our Staff

Alumna
The joy and sense of achievement captured in this photograph on the occasion 
of my PhD graduation is clear. I love the photograph but it is not what defines 
me. I also don’t like to be defined by my role as a doctor – a specialist 
diabetologist – nor any other single aspect of who I am. I am a daughter, a sister, 
a proud DGC old girl, a wife, a mother and a friend. I have had many privileges 
in life through these roles and have been fortunate enough to travel the world, 
experience life at its very best and enjoy the company of true friends. But what 
has always inspired me is to use these privileges to the best of my abilities, to 
grow in myself, motivate others and to seek out the beauty and gift of each day.

It may also be fitting that I write this on the 100th anniversary of Mandela’s 
birth – a great leader, statesman and humanitarian. To those in positions of 
leadership – may we be inspired by his credo “It always seems impossible until 
it is done.” and may we all strive to promote education, understanding and 
tolerance of each other as “Education is the most powerful weapon which you 
can use to change the world.”

Class of 1993
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Marika 
Kleyn

Book Online: 
http://durbangirlscollege.co.za/…/my-fath…

/05-23_2018-600pm/

Paula
Diab

   Online Portal: https://dgcogg.alumnet.co.za                      www.facebook.com/DGCOGG/

This week in RE the JP classes reported 
back about their holiday highlights and we 
thanked God for them. The girls were asked 
to draw or describe their favourite thing 
about the holidays. It was interesting and 
refreshing to learn how many of them were 
excited about spending time with family, 
or seeing interesting animals, or just being 
at home. While it is a wonderful blessing 
to go to exciting new places, it is a greater 
blessing to have homes and families to 
come back to. And of course, a school like 
College to return to! Every wish for a happy 
third term!

In celebration of 100 years
since Mandela's birth, 
Durban Girls' College 

supported the East Coast 
Radio UKZN Bursary Fund 

initiative by donating 
R6700, R67 x 100.
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HIGH SCHOOL

Hockey:
Well done to all the girls who took part in the schools hockey IPT’s during the holidays. 
The results were as follows:
U14A won silver in the A section
U14B came 8th in the A section
U16A won gold in the A section
U16B won silver in the B section
U18A came 6th in the A section
U18B came 3rd in the B section

Squash:
A huge congratulations to Aaryana Singh who represented the KZN B team and won a bronze 
medal at the South African Schools Squash tournament during the holidays. This is an excellent 
achievement!

Netball: 
Tanna and Amber de Freitas both represented KZN at the outdoor SA School Netball Tournament 
during the school holidays. Tanna was made captain of the U14 KZN team and they came 16th out 
of 23 teams. Amber played for the U17 KZN team and they came 11th out of 23 teams.

SENIOR PRIMARY

Music Examination Results:
Anjali Ramdhini: Trinity Piano: Grade 1 - 96%
Alaya Singh: Trinity Piano: Grade 1 - 97%
Isobel Officer Grade 5F, passed ABRSM Music Theory Grade 1: with Merit, 88%
Makayla Holmes Grade 6B, passed ABRSM Music Theory Grade 1: with Merit, 83%
Queensburgh Festival of Arts results:
DGC Senior Primary Choir:
Primary Choir Classical: A++ / and  SP Choir Trophy
Primary Choir Contemporary: A++ / and SP Choir Trophy
DGC Grade 7 Marimba Band –
Primary Marimba Band Trophy: A++

Nilashri Naidoo: 
Violin Concerto: A+ / Violin Solo: A ++ 
Piano U12: Modern 2, A+
Piano U12: Classical Composers, A
Piano Duet U14 (with her sister Sonali Naidoo): 2nd place in this category

Horse Riding:
Sienna Setzkorn competed in the SANESA Core League Qualifier at Shongweni on 7th and 8th 
July, riding for DGC. Her results for level 1 as follows:
Show jumping 50cm accumulator - 2nd place
Dressage 1 - 3rd place
Prix Caprilli - 3rd place
Equitation 50cm - 4th place

Sienna also competed in the Dressage SA competition at Galloping Winds on 14th and 15th July.  
She achieved the following:
Children's Preliminary Dressage 1 - 1st place
Children's Preliminary Dressage 2 - 1st place
Children's Preliminary Dressage 3 - 1st place

Results
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The Week Ahead
Monday 23

Tuesday 24

Thursday 26

Friday 27

Day 6
Clifton Term 3
HS: 14h40-16h15: Gr 12 Life Sciences Optional Practical Exam: Life Sciences Lab
HS: 16h30-18h30: Gr 10 Parent Interviews: Functions Room

Day 7
JP: 08h30-12h00: Gr R Visit to Pinetown Gymnasium: Pinetown Gym
JP: 13h45-16h15: Ed Admin Training: Computer Room
HS: Marketing Event for Prospective Pupils: North Coast

Day 8
SP: 12h00 – 14h00: SS Cluster Meeting: SP Drama Room
HS: 15h30: Soccer U14 & First Team vs Maris Stella
HS: 16h30-18h30: Gr 11 Parent Interviews: Functions Room
HS & SP: 18h00-19h00: Marimba Concert: Centenary Hall

Day 9
HS: 09h00-13h00: SAMO Maths Olympiad Final Round
SP: 13h45 – 16h45: Ed-Admin Training: New computer Room
HS: 15h00: Soccer U16 vs Maris Stella
17h30-19h00: OG Reunion Cocktail Party: College House
Day 10
SP: 10h30-12h30: Gr 4C Milky Lane (Florida Road) Outing: Milky Lane
12h00-12h30: OG & Whole School Assembly: Centenary Hall
13h30-16h00: OG Day and Lunch: Functions Room
HS: 13h30-16h00: Gr 11 CPR Course
HS: 16h30-19h30: Swimming: “The Hill Cup”: Lahee Park Pool
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Wednesday 25
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Education is the most 
powerful weapon which

 you can use to change
 the world. 
Nelson Mandela

“ “

Saturday 28 SP: 08h00 -10h00: U10 Hockey Tournament: DGC
SP: 10h30-12h30: U11 Hockey Tournament: DGC

Sunday 29 HS: 08h00 - 11h00 - 1st Team Hockey Spar Tournament: St Mary’s


