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The Board of Governors plays a key role in directing the course of the school and we are very privileged to have a board of exceptionally 
dedicated and highly skilled professionals committed to the wellbeing and sustainability of Durban Girls’ College.
 
Having just had our AGM, there are a few changes we would like to draw to your attention. We are very proud to announce that our Chairman, 
Vivien McMenamin, has been appointed by President Ramaphosa to serve on the board of Transnet and we congratulate her and wish her well 
for the challenges ahead of her. Regrettably this means that she has had to resign from College’s board. It has been a privilege and tremendous 
honour to have served with Viv and her contribution over the last two years will continue to have significant impact on our board and school.

Viv is replaced as Chairman by Kenneth McIntosh - our longest serving board member - who has provided a consistent, wise and steady hand in 
charting the course of Durban Girls’ College over many years. Congratulations Ken! 

Ken will have the support of Thembisa Skweyiya as Vice-Chair and we welcome Thembisa back to College and on to the board. Thembisa is an 
Old Girl who has a wealth of governance and corporate experience, having served on several public and private sector boards. 

We announce further the resignation of Richard Neave and extend to him sincere thanks for his wise and warm counsel from the perspective of 
educationalist over the past two years.

Looking forward, we have created a new portfolio on the board to enable a targeted focus on our collaboration with Clifton and we are very 
pleased that this will be managed by Taryn Hompes. Taryn is passionate about both schools and brings a unique drive and energy to this 
portfolio.

We trust that, from this edition of the Chatter, you will appreciate further insight into the significant people that make up the DGC Board of 
Governors.

Michelle Posemann - Outgoing Vice-Chair

From the Helm
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Ken McIntosh is an Advocate by profession, practising at the Durban 
Bar.  Having previously been a prosecutor and a magistrate, he has 
been involved in criminal and civil litigation for approximately 30 years. 
Ken has sat as an Assessor in the High Court and is currently a member 
of the KwaZulu-Natal Bar Council. He is a past member of the Durban 
Girls’ College Parents' Association and is the longest serving member 
of the current DGC Board. He is married to Dr Amanda Maud and they 
have two girls, Caitlin (a DGC Old Girl) currently studying at UCT and 
Victoria who is in Grade 11 at DGC.
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Kenneth 
McIntosh

Vivien holds an MSc in Economics from the University of London.
Vivien has more than 13 years’ experience with Mondi, having joined 
Mondi Paper South Africa as Manager Corporate Affairs in 2003. In 
2004 she was appointed Director of Sustainable Development for the 
Mondi Group and a member of the Mondi South African Board before 
becoming Director Land & Forestry for Mondi’s South African business 
in 2006. Vivien was appointed Chief Executive Officer of Mondi’s South 
African business in October 2017.

Prior to this, Vivien worked extensively with government, trade unions 
and non-governmental organisations in South Africa, serving Nelson 
Mandela as a member of the President’s Task Force on Local Economic 
Development and as a member of President Thabo Mbeki’s Economic 
Advisory Panel.  

Viv McMenamin 

Chairman – Outgoing

Chairman – Incoming
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Michelle is an Old Girl of Durban Girls’ College and her daughter, Anna, 
is a pupil currently in Grade 7. She is an Advocate specializing in labour 
and employment law and has held the position of acting Judge in the 
Labour Court in Durban. She has vast experience in the arbitration 
and facilitation of disputes and chairing of disciplinary enquiries, and a 
passion for mediation, for which she has attained international 
accreditation. She lectured for 12 years at the UKZN based School for 
Legal Practice and is a contributing editor for the Industrial Law Journal.

Michelle
Posemann
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Thembisa is a Durban Girls’ College Old Girl.  After attaining an LLB 
at UKZN, she went on to receive an LLM from Harvard University 
as well an H. Dip Tax. From 2007 to 2016, she was a non-executive 
member of the Board of Directors of the Development Bank of 
South Africa. Thembisa has sat on numerous Boards including the 
JSE, Imperial Group, Absa Bank, Telkom and Coca-Cola Bottling.  
She is a former member of the South African Minister of Trade and 
Industry Standing Advisory Committee on Company Law. She brings 
a wealth of unique Corporate Governance experience to the DGC 
Board.

Thembisa 
Skweyiya  

Vice Chairman
 – Outgoing

and Board Member

Vice Chairman
 – Incoming
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Dave is a born and bred Durbanite who attended school at Carmel 
College, studied a BComm DipAcc (UKZN), served articles at Arthur 
Andersen (Jhb) and qualified as a CA (SA). Dave is married to Tanya and 
they have two daughters, Jaime (Grade 10) and Kira (Grade 7), both at 
Durban Girls’ College. Some of Dave’s highlights over the years include 
climbing Kilimanjaro (1995), backpacking through Europe and 
South-East Asia with Tanya (1996), running Comrades (2000) and 
spending time in the Berg with his family.

David Altshuler

Jacquie holds a Masters Degree in Industrial Sociology.  She is 
currently the Executive Human Resources Director and a Board Mem-
ber at Tongaat Hulett Sugar SA. Jacquie’s career started at VW SA 
where she held numerous leadership roles in Human Resources and 
in Marketing, until she was invited to join McCarthy Motor Holding 
under the leadership of Brand Pretorius. During her career she has 
had exposure to all aspects of HR including business and leadership 
strategy. To build this capability, she attended a Leadership 
Development Programme at the Disney Institute in Orlando, Florida, 
USA.  Jacquie is strongly committed to her family, husband Mahesh 
and one daughter Kereena who is in Grade 11 at Durban Girls' 
College.

Jacquie Bhana

Mohammad 
Abdool-Samad
Mohammed is a Chartered Accountant, and brings a wealth of 
corporate governance, risk management and finance experience to the 
DGC Board. He was Chief Financial Officer of Anglo American’s Coal 
division, looking after assets in South Africa, South America, Australia, 
and Botswana. Mohammed is a member of the Risk Management 
Task Team of the King II Committee. Mohammed is currently Group 
Finance Director of Illovo Sugar Africa, He is a Board member and Audit 
Committee Chair of Illovo’s six subsidiaries in South Africa, Swaziland, 
Mozambique, Malawi, Zambia and Tanzania. Mohammed is married to 
Tasneem and they have three girls, Almira, Inaam and Johara, who are 
all DGC girls in Grades 12, 10 and 8, respectively. Member of the 

Finance Committee

Board Member

Chairman of Finance 
Committee
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Craig Clay-Smith
Craig has been in advertising and communications for 28 years, after 
spending 11 years investigating forensic crime. He is reading for a PHD 
in Persuasive Communication. He worked on many blue-chip brands 
and written and produced the world’s first ever interactive television 
game shows in South Africa. Craig is a sports marketing expert having 
created and implemented 11 world events locally and internationally. 
He is a writer, inventor and entrepreneur by nature, and the developer 
of many world-first marketing innovations. Craig has two daughters 
who are both College Old Girls. His motto – Think. Re-invent! 

Bronwyn joined the DGC Board of Governors in her capacity as Chair
of the Parents’ Association. A Chartered Accountant by profession, 
Bronwyn has an MBA in Strategic Management. She is a Company
Secretary for a pharmaceutical manufacturer responsible for 
Corporate Governance, Risk and Strategy. 

Bronwyn is an Old Girl, having attended Durban Girls’ College until 
the end of what was then Standard 6, before moving to St Mary’s DSG 
where she matriculated in 1988.  Bronwyn has been an active parent 
in the school, having been a liaison parent in the Junior and Senior 
Primary. Bronwyn joined the Parents’ Association in 2013 and served as 
Secretary before taking over as Chair in February 2018. 

Bronwyn Blades

Nerissa attended Durban Girls’ College from 1983 to 1987. After 
matriculating, she attended the University of Durban-Westville, 
graduating with a BComm LLB Degree.  After being admitted as an 
Attorney, she took up the position of Legal Claims Advisor at the 
Road Accident Fund. In 2002, she joined Bodasing & Co in Umhlanga 
where she currently practices.

A member of the Old Girls’ Committee for the past 11 years, Nerissa 
was appointed Vice-Chair of the committee and joined the Board of 
Governors in 2015. Her portfolio entails managing the two nursery 
schools, Ekujabuleni and Enkuliso, which were founded by the Old 
Girls’ Guild. Nerissa is a parent at Durban Girls' College. 

Nerissa Govind

Chairman of the
Parents’ Association

Board Member

Vice Chair of the Old
Girls’ Guild
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Murray is a native of Durban, having been schooled in KwaZulu-Natal.  
After studying for a university degree at UCT, he travelled overseas and 
then returned to Johannesburg where he spent four years working 
before finally coming home to Durban. Murray has 25 years of
experience in business, both in general management roles including 
company directorships as well as financial management and corporate 
finance. Murray is married with three children, two girls at Durban 
Girls’ College and a son at Clifton.

Murray Grindrod

Russell is currently serving his second four year term on the DGC 
Board. He is the founder and CEO of Hampson Aluminium and Facade 
Solutions, a national glass and aluminium fabrication and installation 
company, currently in its 22nd year of operation. Russell was educated 
at Scottburgh High School and then sat for a B.Comm Degree at the 
University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg Campus. Russell is also currently 
the President of the Association of Architectural Aluminium 
Manufacturers of South Africa (AAAMSA), the regulations and 
standards setting body for Glass and Aluminium products in South 
Africa. His daughter Jenna is in Grade 8, and his daughter, Sarah, 
matriculated in 2017 from Durban Girls' College. 

Russell 
Hampson

Taryn Hompes
Born and raised in Durban, Taryn attended Durban Girls’ College for 
12 years from Class 1, matriculating in 1991. After matriculating, 
Taryn attended the University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg, where she 
obtained her Masters Degree in Economics. Post graduating, Taryn 
lectured Economics at University level for a year and then moved to 
Johannesburg, where she worked for over 10 years as the Economist 
for global investment bank JPMorgan. 

Taryn returned to Durban early in 2016, with her husband Derek and 
their children Daniel who is in Grade 6 at Clifton and Rebekah who is 
now also proudly a ‘College Girl’ in Grade 5. She now co-owns online 
retail and lifestyle company, Macaroon.

Chairman of Building 
and Grounds 

Committee

Member of the
Finance Committee

Chair of the DGC Old 
Girls' Guild and
Clifton Liaison
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Mrs Dale ten Hope is passionate about education, contributing to 
school governance in various capacities, currently a member of 
the DGC Board and Governor at Hilton College (Outreach/VULA 
sub-committee Chair). Dale was previously on the Kingsmead 
College PTA and Board. She is engaged in social development and 
liberal politics, active in the DA, township outreach work, education 
and upliftment. A qualified senior school teacher, with BA Honours 
(Geography) HDE qualifications, she matriculated at Durban Girls’ 
College as Dux in 1981. She has three children, Paula, Murray, and 
Matthew.

Dale ten HopeRevd Kevin Robertson fills the role on the board as the Clergy
Representative, a requirement of the school constitution. Kevin is 
passionate about education, is a qualified teacher and ministered for 
over 20 years as a School Chaplain. He is presently the Rector of St 
Martin’s Church in Durban North. Kevin brings to the board his own rich 
experiences and deep reflections on education from many facets. He 
is a husband, a father of a son and daughter and enjoys time with his 
three grandchildren.

Revd Kevin 
Robertson

Clergy Representative

Board Member


