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The theme “The Power of Unity” resonates on many levels. I was reminded of this last Friday when 
we welcomed our Grade 9s back from their uHambo. Girls who, in the past, may not have had the 
opportunity to get to know one another, came back friends, and their groups benefitted as a whole. 
Differences were not the focus when it came to collaboration in order to overcome the obstacles, and 
challenges they were faced with out in the field. Their strength lay in support and a common goal.

Michael Charton in his brilliant presentation of “My Father’s Coat” helped us to understand that we 
are the sum of those who have gone before us, and the experiences shared by different people at 
different times. Our stories are not always comfortable, and sometimes do not make us proud, but 
each one plays a role. If we understand that we all add to the story and not apportion blame then 
we can become stronger and more unified.

Durban Girls’ College is a perfect example of the strength that exists in an institution when there is 
unity. Education is not something that the school does to your child, neither does the school have the 
responsibility to teach all that a child has to learn. Your roles are parents are pivotal, and the ideal exists 
when our roles complement one another as much as possible. An African proverb reminds us that "it 
takes a village to raise a child". We all play roles to ensure that the child is looked after and nurtured, 
despite not sharing equal responsibility.

One of our strategic pillars is that we embrace diversity as a Christian school. Our world is enriched by 
those who are different, and we should not feel threatened. During assemblies we give both individuals 
and groups the opportunity to share traditions and cultural festivities in order to raise awareness. In so 
doing, we learn to appreciate one another and our contributions to society.

The strength of our school, be it academic, sport, culture or music, arises from the contributions of 
many. One good singer will not result in a choir of excellence. In the same way, one good netball player 
does not win the league for us. Rather, it is the combined efforts and willingness to contribute that 
builds the spirit within the school, which in turn leads to the success and strength of the institution.
"I can do things you cannot, you can do things I cannot; together we can do great things." Mother Teresa

Marianne Bailey - Executive Head

From the Helm

SP Netball
On Tuesday our U10 - U13 Netball teams played against Penzance. It was an enjoyable 
afternoon of friendly competition!

College Moments
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JP Suit of 
Armour
Look at this 
beautiful suit 
of armour that 
our Grade 2 girls 
created!

HS Hockey
On Tuesday our 
Hockey 2nd Team 
and U16 Team 
played against 
Maris Stella on 
our beautiful new 
Astro Turf. The 2nd 
Team won 7-0 and 
the U16 Team won 
4-0. Well done! 

The Power of 

Unity  
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Senior Primary
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High School
Street Law Programme

Iman Mia, a Final Year Law student at the University of KwaZulu-
Natal and College Old Girl, is facilitating a voluntary 10-week 
Street Law Programme at Durban Girls' College, which is being 
attended by Grade 11 girls. Iman is passionate about social 
justice and social justice causes. Over the ten weeks several 
topics will be discussed, including: Gender in the Law, Cyber Law 
and the Effects of the Law on Social Media; Bioethics and Newly 
Emerging Legal Fields; and the Differences Between Civil and 
Criminal Actions. The programme will culminate in a 'mock-trial'.

A big thank you to Mrs Quinlan, Life Orientation Teacher and 
School Counsellor, for bringing this programme to Durban Girls' 
College.

Cross Country Training

SP Cross Country Training took place in full force on Friday 18 
May, followed by a workout and ending with a swim in the sea. 

Eduventures

Our Grade 3 girls enjoyed their 3 days at Eduventures. They 
learnt new things, formed special friendships and grew through 
the experience. 

Junior Primary
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I am not only a staff member, but a DGC parent and Old 
Girl! This affords me a unique perspective of our school 
and enriches my interactions with both girls and parents 
as I have “walked in similar shoes” at one time or another. 
It was in the very classroom that I am teaching in now that 
my passion for History was ignited, and my desire to be a 
teacher was cemented. 

After I qualified, I taught in the Midlands for three years and 
then followed another dream to London. It was teaching in 
inner-city schools that brought the realisation that the little 
things are often what make the biggest difference, and that 
as teachers we have an incredible opportunity to make a 
difference in the lives of the students we teach.

After returning to South Africa, I got married and taught 
at various schools before returning “home” to DGC. And it 
really does feel like home! Both my girls and I feel incredibly 
fortunate to be at such a special school. People who know 
me well know how emotional I get at DGC functions! 

I am incredibly privileged to be a part of the College family 
and to walk alongside the girls for a part of their unique 
journeys.

“For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have 
been called to one glorious hope for the future… [Christ] 
makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part 
does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, 
so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of 
love.” - Ephesians 4. The Bible uses the picture of a body 
to describe the church. All those who have the same hope 
for the future have been made into one family, one body. 
When one part hurts, the others feel it. When one part 
does well, the whole benefits. It’s an image that speaks 
powerfully into our school context too - one school, a 
beautiful whole, made up of many parts, each as valuable 
as the next.  - Michelle Edgcumbe

From our Chaplain

Meet Our Staff

Alumna - Tribute
DGC held a pivotal place in Glenda Grainger’s life and heart, from the time she 
joined the Grade 6 class as a shy 10-year-old to the day she retired at the end of 
2015. Not many teachers can claim to have taught under five principals, having 
attended that same school as a student under a sixth, but Glenda Grainger 
achieved this feat. After matriculating in 1969, Glenda qualified as a teacher in 
English and History. She returned to DGC in 1981, where she taught History in 
the high school for four years before moving to the USA with her husband and 
young son. There, she taught English to Japanese women and produced a future 
College Old Girl. In 1995 Glenda rejoined DGC as a locum in the high school 
History department for a year and in 1996 she joined the Senior Primary staff 
as teacher/librarian, where she became a much-loved fixture. Glenda also ran 
the Archives for many years, and what better person to be the custodian of the 
school’s history, with her extensive involvement with DGC as past pupil, parent 
and teacher! 

Glenda was a gifted teacher who will be remembered for her kindness, her 
loyalty, her hearty laugh, and her willingness to take the time to help anyone, 
from the smallest Grade 4 to the High School seniors and staff. Sadly, when 
she retired, she was already showing signs of the illness that robbed her of her 
health and, earlier this year, her life. She fought with courage and grace and will 
always be remembered with great fondness at DGC.

 - Jacci Lewis

   Online Portal: https://dgcogg.alumnet.co.za                      www.facebook.com/DGCOGG/
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Carol-Anne
Stephenson 

Book Online: 
http://durbangirlscollege.co.za/…/my-fath…

/05-23_2018-600pm/

Glenda
Grainger 
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HIGH SCHOOL

Netball:
U16 Crawford North Coast Tournament:
Vs Haven Academy won 9-1
Vs St Mary's lost 11-2
Vs Kingsway lost 6-3
Vs Curro Mount Richmore lost 13-0
Vs Ashton  lost 13-3
Vs Kuswag lost 11-0
The girls played a full day of netball and learned a lot. Well done to Jamie Mower was named the DGC player of the day!

Netball vs Fatima:
U14B won 6-3
U14A lost 24-14
U15B won 29-4
U15A lost 24-22
U16 vs 2nd lost 10-5
1st lost 34-20

Hockey:
DGC vs Maris Stella:
U14A won 4-0
U16 won 4-0
2nd won 7-0
1st won 8-0

DGC vs Crawford La Lucia:
U14A drew 0-0
1st won 2-0

The U14 KZN Schools Hockey Teams were announced this week. The following girls from DGC made the following teams:
U14A - Hannah Lamprecht, Danni Wiseman, Elizabeth Modola and Bianca Borrageiro.
U14B - Tegan de Jongh, Grace Macquet and Amy Sang. Chelsea O’Brien made it as a non-travelling reserve. 
Congratulations girls on your wonderful achievement!

Squash:
DGC vs Danville:
DGC lost 9-3

Congratulations to Aaryana Singh who has been selected for the Girls’ KZN U16B Squash Team that will be competing at the IPT held later in 
June. 

Badminton:
DGC vs Westville Girls’ High:
DGC A lost 7-0
DGC B lost 7-0

Waterpolo:
Emma Herbert has been invited to attend the South African Women’s Camp at WBHS next month. The camp is going to be used as trials for the 
Commonwealth Games in Malta and the FINA World Cup that is being held in Russia during September this year. We are holding thumbs for you 
and wish you all the very best!

Results
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HIGH SCHOOL

Synchro:
5 KZN girls have been selected to represent the South African Synchronised Swimming Team, 3 of which are DGC girls:
Giulia Torino in Grade 11
Jessica McCarthy in Grade 9
Lathitha Ntlahla in Grade 7

The girls have been training hard for the upcoming Mediterranean Cup that is being held in Spain, and the Final Junior Worlds in Hungary in 
July. To help support these girls and their wonderful achievements there will be a synchronised swimming display and pool party on 9 June 
at Northwood School. This is good exposure for the sport and for others to watch, learn and grow. If you are interested and would like any
information about attending the event, please speak to any of the 3 girls. 

Open Water Swimming:
Congratulations to Zoë Frank who has been selected as a member of the National Open Water Squad for 2018. 

Triathlons:
Amber Schlebusch took part in the KZN Duathlon Champs over the weekend at Midmar Dam, placing 1st in the sprint race. This involves a 5km 
run, 20km cycle and 2.5km run. 

Amber has also been selected to represent South Africa in Triathlon on a Junior European Tour in the Netherlands and Hungary during the 
school holidays. This is a fantastic achievement, and we wish you a wonderful experience! 

SENIOR PRIMARY

Gymnastics: 
19 May:
Maddi Waller has been selected for the KZN Gymnastics team and was awarded a certificate for Level 1 12&0

Trinity Grade 3 Rock and Pop Exam:
Ella Carstens achieved a distinction in this exam.

Irish Dancing:
Louisa Hancock participated in the South Coast Feis Competition on 19 May. She achieved the following:
• 2 gold medals
• 7th place in the Solo section
• 3rd place in the Hand Dance Duet
• Achieved A+ in her Grade 1 & 2 Irish Dancing Exam

Tennis:
Monday 21 May:
College played against Berea West Senior Primary. College lost 1-5, but the couples were evenly matched, so the games were very tightly 
contested. Well played, girls!

Netball: 
DGC vs Penzance Primary School (22 May):
U13A lost 8 - 18
U13B won 7 - 3
U12A lost 4 - 12
U12B lost 2 - 7
U11A lost 5 - 12
U11B lost 3 - 11
U10A lost 0 - 6
U10B lost 4 - 7

Results
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The Week Ahead
Monday 28

Tuesday 29

Thursday 31

Friday 1

Day 1
SP & JP: 11h15-12h15: Lloyd Bristow’s Incredible Dog Show: DGC

Day 2
07h00-14h00: OGG Bridge Drive
HS: 13h00-16h00: Final Consumer Studies IEB PAT (Group 1): Consumer Studies Functions Room
HS: 18h00: uHambo Feedback for Parents

Day 3
HS: 15h00: 1st Team Squash against Westville: DGC
HS: 15h00: 1st Team Badminton against Hillcrest: DGC
HS: 16h30-18h30: Gr 12 Parent Interviews: Centenary Hall

Day 4
SP: 07h30-08h15: Gr 7 Parents’ Conversation Circle: SP Drama Room
08h30-14h00: Heads’ SAHISA Meeting: St John’s DSG
JP: 14h00-16h00: Netball Tournament: DGC

Day 5
SP: 15h00: U13 Hockey Team against Umhlali: DGC
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Wednesday 30
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No single person can liberate a country.
You can only liberate a country

if  you act as a collective.
Nelson Mandela

“ “
Saturday 2 SP: 08h00: U13 Hockey Team against Danville: Danville

HS: 08h00: U15 Netball Tournament: DGC


