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“City of Stars, are you shining just for me?” (Ryan Gosling, La La Land). When our 
Grade 12 girls and their partners arrived at the Matric Dance on the evening of 
20 April, they might well have felt that the stars were shining just for them. 

Damien Sayre Chazelle directed the popular and romantic film musical, La La 
Land. In the film he focuses on the qualities that make Los Angeles distinctive: the 
traffic, the sprawl, and the skylines. This is exactly the same principle that Karen 
Campbell-Gillies and the Grade 11 Parent Dance Committee, along with the Grade 
11 girls (who conceptualised the dance) applied in their stunning interpretation of 
the film set, with its stylised jazz ambience and distinctive backdrop. The girls and 
their partners looked elegant; with the beautiful dresses shown off in soft, warm 
lighting against the authentic backdrop. Andrea Reddy and Rachel Wedderburn-
Maxwell played jazz numbers and a beautifully choreographed waitress dance set 
to A cappella music, ensured that the Matrics were made to feel very special.

Our thanks to Mrs Karen Campbell-Gillies and her team for their meticulous 
attention to detail in recreating the mood of La La Land – no mean feat! The 
Centenary Hall was completely transformed for this very special rite of passage 
and I know that the girls loved every moment. On Monday evening they ‘rocked 
the ramp’ in their dresses once again and we were treated to a fun-filled and 
vibrant fashion show which Karen Campbell-Gillies and Carmen Jacobz organised. 

When the girls reflect on this – as they will –  via the hundreds of photographs 
and snapchat stories they have, perhaps they will feel that they have “captured a 
feeling, sky with no ceiling, the sunset inside of a frame.” (Ryan Gosling, La La 
Land). I hope so. They will cherish these memories. We will cherish them too!

Heather Goedeke
Head of High School

From the Helm

White Blazer Award 
A white blazer has been awarded to a pupil from the class of 2018. The last blazer was 
awarded in 2015. Congratulations go to Cenelle Gounden, and thank you for your wonderful 
contribution to Durban Girls’ College. Wear your new blazer with pride!

College Moments
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Natural 
Science
Lesson
Grade 5 girls 
having fun, 
building skeletons 
out of earbuds and 
pasta, for their 
Natural Sciences 
Lesson.

Goldilocks 
visits the 
Junior 
Primary
Goldilocks visits 
our Grade 00 class 
as part of their 
'Fairy tale' theme .

Matric Dance 
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Princess Picnic

The JP Grade 12 Mentors shared a Princess Picnic with our girls. 
A happy morning was enjoyed by all.

Junior Primary

Senior Primary
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Music in the Mountains 2018 

SP girls and Mrs Hadjiev had lots of fun at Music in the 
Mountains 2018 at the Drakensberg Boys Choir!

04.05.18
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High School
Matric Dance

The Matric Dance was a beautiful and truly memorable event. 
We hope you enjoyed your night in La La Land, girls!

Matric Dance Fashion Show

The Matric Dance Fashion Show took place 
on Monday night, and what a night it was! 
Such spectacular dresses! Girls, you looked 
absolutely stunning.
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After matriculating from St Mary’s DSG in Kloof, I attained 
my BA degree at UKZN. Although I felt called to be a 
teacher, my path diverted into fashion and design for a few 
years, while moonlighting in Durban’s 'theatre world'. 
Marriage and my two children, born 14 months apart, took 
up the bulk of the next 8 years, while I still pursued my 
passion of singing and dramatic performances on various 
Durban stages.

In 2000 I decided to get back to my original path and I 
obtained my PGCE in a year of full-time study at Edgewood, 
qualifying to teach English, Dramatic Arts and Life 
Orientation. This led to me teaching at the remedial high 
school, Kenmont, and later at Durban Girls’ High School. 
The tragic death of my youngest brother was a turning 
point for me and I took up a less pressurised part-time post 
here at Durban Girls’ College in 2008 for 5 years, and then a 
full-time position – which has turned out to be a way of life 
for me, serving each day as a passionate teacher of young 
women at this incredible school. 

My time aboard the Galleon has increased my capacity, 
motivated and refined me, and inspired and healed me 
in many areas.  At Durban Girls’ College, I have found a 
place to thrive and give of myself in ways that are both 
challenging and deeply fulfilling.

For you have been called to live in freedom, my 
brothers and sisters. But don’t use your freedom to 
satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom 
to serve one another in love. Galatians 5:13
Last week ended with Freedom Day - a day on which 
we consider our country’s history, and it’s future. 
Let’s be praying regularly, not just on days like that, 
for God’s ongoing protection, for the restraining 
of injustice in its many forms and, of course, with 
thanksgiving for it’s freedoms which were hard won 
by the sacrifices of many. Freedom is never free. It 
always costs something. The freedom to relate to 
God is no different - it was an expense none of us 
could afford to purchase alone. So it’s great news 
that God himself paid for it. Let us use all our free-
doms responsibly for God's glory and the good of 
others.  - Michelle Edgcumbe 

From our Chaplain

Meet Our Staff

Alumna
I still remember the great excitement leading up to our matric dance... it was 
the night we had all been dreaming about. I had chosen to wear a white satin 
dress , low back with diamanté straps. The dress I had been designing for many 
months before had been created. Our theme for the night was “ A flower for the 
night” - Chinese theme based on the poem by Douglas Livingston.

My love and passion for beautiful dresses had begun in Standard One when I 
drew my first dress and over the 10 years at school my aspirations continued 
to grow, leading me into a career in the fashion industry. After leaving school, 
I went on to study Fashion Production at The Durban University of Technology 
and in 1999 I started working at Mr Price as a trainee buyer. Over the next 19 
years I worked my way from buying to Merchandise Director at Mr Price. It was 
my dream career and job, travelling the world looking at fashion, selecting and 
creating wardrobes for our South African, and later, International customers, 
working and meeting dynamic people from New York, London, China and India. 
I worked daily with a team of young and energetic individuals who loved fashion 
and continue to give our Mr Price customers the brand they love today. At the 
end of last year I left Mr Price to dedicate some precious time to my children - 
Lara-Leigh in Grade 9 at College and my son, Cameron.

My years at College gave me the confidence, strong determination to reach for 
my dreams, and leading a team with compassion and consideration. Dreams do 
come true!

Karen Jeanne Jones née Olivier - Class of 1994

   Online Portal: https://dgcogg.alumnet.co.za                      www.facebook.com/DGCOGG/
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Karen
Campbell-GilliesKaren Jeanne

Jones
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Download the 

http://d6.co.za/education/downloads/
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As the Centenary Hall was transformed into La La Land, we strove to create a nostalgic and memorable 
night for the Matric Class of 2018 with beautiful outdoor scenes for photo opportunities, a moody jazz 
bar to relax in and a sophisticated elegant dining area.

Although the 2018 matric dance committee was quite small, we were fortunate to have a team of 
experienced, talented, organized and hard-working mums on board.  From the outset, we had a clear 
brief of what we had to achieve and how to transform the hall into something glamorous and elegant.  

The week of the dance was a hive of activity.  The hardest part was trying to keep everything under 
wraps as we were given strict instructions not to let the matrics see what we were doing – this was 
rather challenging as we were desperate to get going and yet we had to hide everything from the girls 
as they walked past to their classes. We armed ourselves with a staple gun and in no time, the school 
couches had been reupholstered in red velvet!  Special thanks to Maria Cochrane, who generously gave 
us carte blanche to raid her warehouse – there we found all sorts of beautiful fabrics, cushions, mirrors 
and furniture.  We worked tirelessly all week and by Thursday evening most of the work had been done 
and to celebrate, we cracked open a bottle or two of champagne in Sebs Bar!

Thanks to the amazing mums who came to the party and helped make this dream into a reality for the 
class of 2018.  We hope the girls had as much fun on the night as us mums did creating La La Land!

Liane Cooper - College Parent

Matric Dance Committee
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We love it when visitors bring interesting 
bits of College history in to our archives 
- and this had us all smiling - particularly 
poignant as it was sent to us the week 
after our 2018 Matric Dance.

Kjeld Thygesen (Michaelhouse Old Boy 
who now lives in London) is visiting 
Durban and dropped off his Matric Dance 
invitation from the 1964 Matric Dance - 
54 years ago! 

He would love to find his partner and 
reminisce, so if you remember Kjeld, 
please contact the Old Girls' Guild: 
oldgirls@dgc.co.za.

Turning Back the Clock 

Liane Cooper (right) 
with Maria Cochrane



P6

HIGH SCHOOL

Squash: 
DGC vs St Marys’ 1
DGC won 9-7

Badminton:
DGC A vs St Marys’ 1
DGC lost 6-1

Cross Country:
The high school cross country results from the 1st league event held at Virginia Football club, hosted by Clifton are as follows:
U19:
Alice Edward - 2nd (11th overall)
Antonia Grindrod - 5th (18th overall)
U17:
Kayla Ribbink - 2nd (2nd overall in the girls race)
Kate Edward - 4th (10th overall)
U15:
Sophia Hulett - 25th
Marcessa Coelho - 30th
Aimee Hulett - 33rd

Tennis:
Kylie Misdorp has just returned from the Inter Provincials Tennis Tournament over the long weekend. Kylie played as an integral member of the 
KZN A Team which won the Inter Provincials. This is an excellent result. Well done, Kylie!

Results
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The Week Ahead
Monday 7

Tuesday 8

Thursday 10

Friday 11

Day 6
HS: Gr 9 away uHambo. Gr 9 Home Journey
SP: 10h35-12h00: Full Production Dress Rehearsal/Schools’ Performance: Centenary Hall
SP: 14h30: Tennis League vs Umhlali: DGC
HS: 15h00: U14A & B, U16, 2nd & 1st Team Netball against DGHS: DGHS

Day 7
Hs: Gr 9 away uHambo. Gr 9 Home Journey
JP: 07h30: Gr 1 Mothers’ Day Celebration: JP Hall
HS: Gr 8 Scholarship Interviews
SP: Production Show Gala Performance: Centenary Hall
HS: 15h00: Squash against Westville: Westville

Day 8
HS: Gr 9 away uHambo. Gr 9 Home Journey
JP: 07h30: Gr 2 Mothers’ Day Celebration: JP Hall
HS: Gr 8 Scholarship Interviews
SP: 14h30: U12 Netball against Penzance: Penzance

Day 9
HS: Gr 9 away uHambo. Gr 9 Home Journey
JP: 07h30: Gr 3 Mothers’ Day Celebration: JP Hall
JP: 13h10: Netball against Maris Stella: DGC
HS: 15h00: U14A & B, U16 & 1st Team Netball against St Henry’s: DGC
HS: 15h00: 1st Team Hockey against Westville: DGC

Day 10
HS: Gr 9 away uHambo. Gr 9 Home Journey
JP: 10h30: 00/R Mothers’ Day Celebration: JP Classroom
HS: Gr 12 History Alternate Task 2: Classroom
SP: U13 Netball Tournament at Glenwood
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Wednesday 9

04.05.18

Here's to the fools who dream, 
crazy as they may seem. 

Here's to the hearts that break. 
Here's to the mess we make.

La La Land

“ “

Saturday 12 HS: Gr 9 away uHambo. Gr 9 Home Journey
HS: 09h00-12h00: Gr 12 English Grammar/Transactional Writing Bootcamp: English Classroom
SP: 10h00: Maths Horizon Competition Round 2: Star College
Whole School: 10h30: Music Progress Concert: Lecture Theatre
HS: 08h00: U14B Hockey against Westville: DGC
HS: 08h55: U14A Hockey against Westville: DGC
HS: 09h45: 2nd Team Hockey against Westville: DGC


