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2017 DGC Old Girls’ Guild Committee
Pictured (L -R): Trisha Gokool Parshotam (Gokool, 1999), Marie-Claire Evans (Taylor, 1999), Mandy Rouillard (Irvine, 1991), Nerissa Govind (1987), Taryn Hompes (Rebeck, 

1991), Judith Saulez (Nel, 1988), Pippa Phillips (Haynes, 1990), Nirvana Ramdhani (Govind, 1989), Vida Herbert (Paterson, 1987), Alison Parle (Furnivall, 1986), 
Rene Bowyer (Administrator). Missing from the photo: Simone Verster (Oldfield, 1996), Paula Nel (1984), Angela Rowe (1989)

Taryn Hompes
(Rebeck, 1991)

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRLADY
OF THE OLD GIRLS’ GUILD

“You Old Girls are of extreme importance to the school. You are in fact the school. 
It lives in you. It belongs to you and you to it. Your devoted work for it and your 
remembrance of it through all the changes and chances which may lie ahead can 
help it in ways undreamt of.” 
~ Miss Moore-Smith - DGC Headmistress 1896 - 1924

As Durban Girls’ College celebrated our 140th birthday in 2017, we should be mindful that the Old Girls’ Guild was founded in 1897 – 120 years 
ago -  when it was launched with just 30 members. Led throughout the years by a strong, caring and involved committee, the Guild has grown 
and continues to be an important and relevant structure in the life of our school.

This special issue of ‘The Masthead’ looks back at 2017 - Durban Girls’ College’s 140th year - and celebrates its “long history of innovation”. 

My twelve school years at DGC hold some of my happiest memories and now having a daughter of my own at College, I feel strongly about 
giving back to the School that significantly helped shape me and my future. I am humbled and inspired to have taken on the role of Chairlady 
of the Guild and thank outgoing Chairlady, Simone Verster, for her solid, consistent and dependable commitment to the Guild, as Chair over 
the past two years. I’m also filled with enormous gratitude to our Committee of Old Girls, who give selflessly of their time and talents to ensure 
that the Guild and its efforts remain both relevant and significant. 

Miss Moore-Smith was absolutely correct, you Old Girls are of extreme importance to the School and can help in ways undreamt of. 
I encourage all Old Girls to make sure that you are connected to our Alumnet database (refer to page 36) and if you’d like to be part of our 
dynamic committee of proud College Old Girls, please email oldgirls@dgc.co.za
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First and foremost thank you to all the Old Girls who have sat on the Durban Girls’ 
College Guild committee – your support, time and dedication to the Guild are what 
keep this organisation moving forward year after year. I’d also like to thank Executive 
Head, Marianne Bailey, the Heads of Phases in the school and the Board of Governors 
for identifying and supporting the role that the Old Girls have as stakeholders in the 
future of Durban Girls’ College.

In the past year, the Old Girls’ Guild has continued to reaffirm and apply the vision of 
the organisation:

Our purpose is to facilitate and actively encourage the 
continued involvement of all Old Girls in the wider 
community of Durban Girls’ College with a view to ensuring 
the continued well-being of our School and its Old Girls.  

The DGC Old Girls’ Guild has had a successful year, with substantial progress in 
accordance with our strategy. The numerous events that you will read about through 
this 2017 Masthead will speak to each of these areas:

Current DGC Scholars
Every year, the Guild hosts our annual Matric lunch (page 30), welcoming the 
matriculating class as the newest members of the Guild.

The Guild also partners with the Parents’ Association for occasions such as World 
Teachers’ Day - to thank our amazing staff for their dedication to our School, its 
pupils and the parents. 

Old Girls
The Bridge Drive (page 17) in aid of Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni, remains a popular 
annual event on the Old Girls’ calendar.

However, our July Reunion Day (page 24) is still the highlight of the year for the 
Old Girls’ Guild and DGC Old Girls. 

Our Nursery Schools - Enkuliso & Ekujabuleni
Our relationship over the past 80 years with Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni Nursery 
Schools continues to be something which the Guild can be extremely proud of. 
Vice-Chairlady of the Guild, Nerissa Govind, continues to oversee this portfolio 
with incredible commitment and enthusiasm and you will read more about our 
2017 activities at the nursery schools on pages 14 and 15. 

General
The Old Girls’ Guild are constantly reviewing the relationship that the Guild has with 
current scholars, past scholars and the Nursery Schools to ensure our engagement 
is relevant and meaningful.

The Guild meets with the Executive Head of the School every 4-6 weeks and has 
two voting seats on the Board of Governors of the School, which meets a minimum 
of once a term, thereby ensuring that the information the Guild has, is close to the 
heart of what is happening at the school and that the Old Girls’ community has a 
direct input on the future of the School.

Regarding communication with our alumnae, in March 2017 the Guild launched 
Alumnet – an integrated and secure online database to retain and update records 
of all pupils that attended DGC for the past 87 years. 
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Alumnet has given DGC a platform to allow the Chairlady of the Old Girls’ Guild to 
communicate with its past pupils, both accurately and promptly regarding important 
school notices, school events and reunions, as well as promoting networking 
opportunities amongst old girls. 

At the date of this report the school has contact information for almost 5000 past pupils 
of which half have consented to receive information in the form of either sms or email. 
The drive to further leverage this database for the continued benefit of the Guild and 
School will be a key focus going forward.
To update your details on Alumnet, please visit: https://dgcogg.alumnet.co.za 

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS:
The Heather Cross Memorial Bursary, awarded to the daughter of an old girl, is evaluated 
by the Bursar of Durban Girls’ College and the recipient for 2018 is Alice Saulez. 
The Guild congratulates Alice on this achievement. 

Upon the departure of Mr Hagspihl, the Old Girls thanked him with a gift for the 
commitment both he and his wife Marion showed to College during his term of office.

I would like to thank my Deputy-Chair, Mrs Nerissa Govind for her dedication to the 
strategy of the Guild and the many hours of time and effort she has dedicated to the 
Nursery Schools over the past year. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
our Treasurer, Angela Rowe for keeping us financially sound; our Secretary, Alison Parle 
and the entire Committee including past Chairlady, Vida Herbert, for their continued 
dedication, time and passion in fulfilling the Guild’s objectives.

My sincere thanks are extended to Old Girl and Head of College House, Lesley Small, for 
always supporting the Guild’s functions and assisting with catering with enthusiasm and 
proficiency. Further thanks too, to Janina Masojada, Head of the Parents’ Association for 
her support of the Guild’s activities. 

A special thank you must be given to the Guild’s Administrator, Rene Bowyer for 
organising everything the Guild has done over the past year with efficiency, care and to 
the highest standard. We wish Rene much luck and success in her new role as PA to Carol 
Conradie in the Junior Prep - she will be sorely missed by the Guild. 

We welcome new committee members Trisha Gokool Parshotam and Marie-Claire Evans 
to the Guild and look forward to working with them in the years to come.

My term as Chairlady of the Guild has expired and I have decided not to make myself 
eligible for another term, and therefore will step down and resume normal 
membership of the committee henceforth. I believe that I have made a positive 
contribution to the Guild in my time as Chairlady, yet feel that a new energy and drive 
is required to capitalise on the current momentum and to take the Guild forward. I am 
comfortable that we have progressed a number of new initiatives and that the Guild 
is well placed to continue to fulfil its important role within DGC. 

I feel incredibly privileged to have been able to serve Durban Girl’s College, the 
community of Old Girls and the Guild and I thank you all for putting your trust in me 
over the past two years and supporting everything the Guild has done with passion. 
This organisation would not have achieved what it has without every single one of your 
contributions.

Ensuring the continued well-being of our School and its 
Old Girls.
Simone Verster
(Oldfield, 1996)

2017 CHAIRLADY REPORT
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CELEBRATING 140 YEARS

At the 2017 Thanksgiving Assembly, the oldest and youngest 
DGC girls cut a birthday cake in celebration of the 140th 
anniversary of the founding of Durban Girls’ College. 
Old Girl, Mavis Warder-Griffin (Westgate, 1938) and Grade 00 
pupil, Sanaa Peer, did the honours, while the whole school staff, 
old girls, parents and special guests celebrated with them.

2017 also saw new leadership at the helm of The Galleon. The Board of Governors announced Marianne Bailey as the 14th 
Executive Head of Durban Girls’ College. Marianne embodies everything that the school was looking for to navigate forward. 
As she’s entrusted with the helm, confident in the strength of her leadership and character, we ask that God speed both her 
and our Galleon safely on their way.

2017 saw our iconic School,  Durban Girls’ College, celebrate 140 years! 

Pictured (L-R):  Simone Verster,  Marianne 
Bailey and Nerissa Govind

“I’m excited and humbled at being given the opportunity 
to be at the helm of Durban Girls’ College. It is a 

privilege to work, together with passionate teachers, 
towards a future in which girls are afforded the 

opportunity to develop their own unique potential. 
I commit unreservedly to performing the tasks required 

in a progressive, responsible and objective manner, 
delivered with integrity and respect for the 

school brand and all her stakeholders. 
Together with my executive team and through dedication 

to innovative girls’ education, I will lead our team of 
educators to sustain us as a school of relevance, 

producing women of significance across all 
spheres of an evolving world thereby ensuring 

that Durban Girls’ College remains globally 
at the forefront of girls’ education.” 

~ Marianne Bailey
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The School Reception, dominated by the Cloisonne window with its scroll depicting the 
school’s motto, ‘Nisi Dominus Frustra’, is the logical place to start. The founders, in their 
wisdom, chose the motto in the 1870s and it was clearly the perfect 
foundation on which to build a school. 

“Except the Lord builds the house, they labour in vain that 
build it”, taken from psalm 127, has resonated with this Christian 
school, which had its beginnings in a Congregational church 
hall in Mercury Lane in 1877, as the ‘Durban Young Ladies’ 
Evangelical Collegiate Institution’.

The window, depicting Vasco da Gama’s sailing ship rounding the Bluff , used to form part 
of the exterior wall of the original school hall, exposed to the elements. A young 16 year-
old school girl was asked by then headmistress, Miss Middleton, to write a school song 
and during morning prayers she took inspiration from the sailing ship depicted in 
the window and ‘The Galleon’ was born. 

The writer was June Drummond, who went on to become College’s Head Girl and Dux in 
1941.  Her name is inscribed on the honours board which line the lower corridor of the 
new wing just outside reception. After a quick glance at the plethora of names, that of 
Elizabeth Sneddon mirrors that of June’s, as Head Girl and Dux of her year, 1925.   

Turning towards the new wing staircase (used only by the matric pupils as a privilege) the 
tour moves to the library. Stopping at the doors, one is reminded that the stained glass 
ornamentation above the doors and the house shields surrounding them were erected 
in memory of Miss Hardy, a history teacher fondly remembered by many Old Girls.

As Durban Girls’ College proudly celebrated the 140th 
anniversary of its founding, please join me on a tour of the 
school to visit spaces, old and new. 
~ Lynne Neilson (Knowles, 1969)

THE JOURNEY



A round stained-glass window, a gift from the Old Girls, separates the senior primary library 
from that of the seniors and glows with a yellow Ifafa lily - the school flower. The library forms 
part of the former double-volume school hall and retains its grandeur with the large sash 
windows, vaulted ceiling and ‘gallery’ area which culminates in the breathtaking ‘Peppercorn’ 
window. Here I told the grade 4s on their school history tours about William Hartley, who made 
his fortune by selling a cargo of peppercorns and buying the magnificent stained-glass window, 
which he imported from England and which he placed in his home, Overport House. 

When his home was demolished the window was purchased and installed at College in memory 
of philanthropist Charles James, who was a long-standing committee member of the school 
and his wife Mabel, an Old Girl of the school. The former hall brings back memories of daily 
prayers (with Afrikaans hymns on a Tuesday) and of  wearing white dresses on Founders’ Days, 
a tradition which has subsequently been dispensed with.     

Another Old Girl has been memorialised in the music school, named by Ken Mackenzie after 
his wife, Megan Noyce, whose passion was music. The walls of the grand Old Wing, which used 
to have art prints from various countries put in place by art teacher Lily Membrey, now sport 
wonderful large photographs in themes such as ‘Sport through the Ages’ and ‘The History of 
Uniform’. One talks of Old and New Wings, but I am conscious that for some Old Girls reading 
this account, the Old Wing was the only school building on the property.

“Reports were read and speeches made, all leading up to the 
dramatic moment when Joseph Fleetwood Churchill, as Chairman 

of the Committee, formally declared the school open.”
~ The Happy Ship: A History of Durban Girls’ College, written by Joyce Wrinch-Schulz

“Nisi dominus frustra – ‘Except the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vain that build it.’ For a hundred years 
these words have continued as the school’s motto and their 
substance has become entrenched into its very fabric.” 
~ The Happy Ship: A History of Durban Girls’ College, written by Joyce Wrinch-Schulz
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Down what was once a sandy pathway the tour heads towards Currie 
Road, taking in a magnificent aquatic centre, named after the 
legendary Barbara Dowell, an Astroturf with sweeping views of 
Durban, a gym and the Jennifer Bryant squash courts - all part of the 
2017 landscape. 

College House still stands almost unchanged, architecturally that is, 
presided over by Old Girl, Lesley Small (Rowan), who is Head of 
Boarding - the term Matron is no longer used. The gardens are 
exquisite, the meals are delectable, the warmth is palpable and the 
‘Three C’s’, remembered by Old Girls spanning many generations - 
Common Sense, Courtesy and Consideration for others - are part of 
the daily regimen.     

Durban Girls’ College’s situation is still an imposing one “sandwiched 
loftily as she is on 4 hectares of Durban’s most exclusive and centrally 
situated residential land”. Old Girl, Glynis Horning, guest of honour at a 
past Founders’ Day, parodied the stately Galleon by giving a description 
of a speedboat carving through the water, with a College girl at the 
helm.   

Miss Moore-Smith, the school’s longest serving headmistress (1896 – 
1924) expressed a profound truth: 

“You Old Girls are of extreme importance to the school. 
You are in fact the school. It lives in you. It belongs to 
you and you to it. Your devoted work for it and your 
remembrance of it through all the changes and chances 
which may lie ahead, can help it in ways unheard of.” 
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As the tour heads towards the lecture theatre foyer, which displays 
the colourful Centenary Tapestry designed by Miss Keen, a senior 
maths teacher for over 30 years, our attention is drawn to the 
portraits of the Heads of the School. The relief sculpture of Miss 
Martha Cheetham, a Victorian gentlewoman, takes pride of place as 
the first in a long line of headmistresses. The portraits read as a social 
and economic history lesson. All were unmarried women until the 
appointment of Mrs Marion Harwood in 1978. Following her, Dr Pat 
Hiddleston was the last headmistress ‘imported’ from Britain. Her 
leadership coincided with the decline of the Rand currency and the 
school could no longer afford to pay a salary which was meaningful 
in foreign currency. Gwen Williams had the honour of being the first 
South African to head the school (1989) and Kenneth Elliott (2003) 
was the first man to follow a long line of formidable women.   

Our journey continues to the Centenary Hall foyer where the portraits 
of the founders grace the walls. The perspicacity of these men cannot 
be underestimated in a time of political uncertainty and general 
depression, as rather than send their daughters back to England to be 
educated, they chose to found a school at a time when education for 
women was regarded as ‘a worthless frill’.   

College’s history is inextricably bound with that of the development 
of early Durban and the 6 school houses proudly bear their names. 
As Old Girls, we owe a debt of gratitude to all of them, but particularly 
to Sir Benjamin Greenacre, who donated the land on which the 
magnificent campus stands. 

The grade 4s often ask why Senator Fleetwood Churchill’s portrait 
has the grandest frame. I can only assume that his family donated it, 
although I told the girls that it was because he was the first Chairman 
of the Board of Governors!  

As we walk outdoors and under the shade of the giant Forest 
Mahogany canopy, our tour takes us to the Junior Primary building for 
which, ironically, the trees of ‘Sherwood Forest’ had to be felled. 
Across the field the former property manager’s cottage has been 
replaced by a striking high school building and Trust House, the 
former family home of a College girl, Peggy-Lou Pickles, gleams in its 
white Cape Dutch architectural splendour. 

THE JOURNEY - CONTINUED



CATCHING UP WITH SALLY GOLDMAN
Simone Verster (Oldfield, 1996)

2017 DGCOGG Chairlady, Simone Verster, sat down with teacher and 
Old Girl, Sally Goldman before her retirement in 2017.

It was a typically humid afternoon in Durban when I sat down with one of my favourite teachers from Durban 
Girls’ College, Sally Goldman. I was fortunate to be placed in the Grade 6 Goldman class in the year 1990 – a 
year that would give me the confidence to rely on my instincts; question ideas and actions I didn’t understand; 
learn to trust myself; and to stand up for myself and others. Mrs Goldman taught us to question boundaries, 
think not only for ourselves, but ‘out-of-the-box’, generate ideas and support each other, all whilst providing a 
safety net of support beneath us.

Sally Goldman (nee Didcott) attended Durban Girls’ College from Grade 1 in 1966 until matric in 1977. 
Highlights of her time at DGC include the strong Christian education, debating and spending time with her 
friends. Preferred subjects were Geography and History and Sally’s favourite teachers were Ms Heather Cross 
(founder of today’s Old Girl Bursary) and Helen Daniels, her high school History teacher. Interestingly, Sally 
recalls that during her time at DGC she disliked Maths - a teacher had told her not to continue with the subject 
on Higher Grade. She would have not pursued her interest in Mathematics had a university lecturer not later 
encouraged her to have self-confidence and pursue her passions. 

After matric Sally completed her teaching degree and in 1987, returned to 
DGC to be teach Grade 7 and History, Geography and Maths to Grade 8. She 
taught at DGC for over 25 years with breaks for the births of her daughters, 
Joanna and Katie, both of whom attended DGC. In time, Sally specialised in 
Maths and IT and became head of the Senior Primary Maths Department 
whilst also taking over the running of the computer department from 1997.

Sally was diagnosed with cancer in late 2012 and spent much of 2013 
having treatment, but continued teaching throughout. This was made 
possible by the immense support of her colleagues, parents and her girls 
(who spontaneously adorned pink ribbons). This period became one of the 
highlights of her teaching career – a testament to the strength and love of 
the Galleon’s family carrying her through her health challenges. A big 
influence in Sally’s life was her father, John Didcott: the South African 
lawyer, Judge and a Justice of the Constitutional Court, known for his firm 
support of human rights in and after the apartheid era and for interpreting 
the law, so that it was not discriminatory or harsh toward the black 
population. The impact of this relationship is easily seen in Sally’s 
compassion and genuine care for all people she interacts with and is 
why Mrs Goldman was seen as a place of trust amongst her pupils.

Two of the biggest changes Sally notes regarding the manner in which 
teaching has changed over her years in the profession are: the triangular 
relationship between teacher, parent and student; as well as the potentially 
unlimited research teachers can do online to improve their teaching. In her 
time as a pupil and even in her early teaching days, the parents seldom 
had interaction with the school and there was a much greater formality 
between teachers and the girls. Nowadays there is a more modern, 
engaged partnership between parent & teacher and teacher & student, 
which is wonderful and has many benefits. However, through this approach, 
which does involve spending much more time with each girl and her 
parents, together with the greater use of technology and therefore the 
constant pressure to improve each lesson, there is potential for teacher 
overload and burn-out.

Sally reflects that DGC continues as one of the top schools in Kwa-Zulu 
Natal, but needs to stay true to its niche: a quality education for women of 
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significance in all spheres of life, incorporating the history and traditions 
that have seen DGC through the last 140 years. Going forward, time must 
be taken to invest in the growth and personal development of all the 
students: it’s about everyone, not just the stronger individuals – a great 
school is what it does for all.

Having been both a scholar and teacher at DGC, Sally has made many 
lifelong friends and has loved the interaction with the girls. 
She appreciates the staff who have encouraged self-confidence, instilled 
trust in her and created opportunities for teaching in an encouraging 
manner. She laughingly recounts how she’s referred to as the ‘prestik’ 
holding her own matric grade together through the years - of the 59 girls 
who matriculated with her, Sally is thrilled that over 40 keep in contact on 
a regular basis. No small feat as they’re based worldwide and have gone in 
different directions in life. One can witness the consistent work Sally puts 
into helping her Grade stay in touch, by the fact that 26 ladies attended 
their 40-year reunion in 2017.

Sally retired in June this year to spend more time with her family, move to 
the cooler climate of Hillcrest, help her husband with his business and 
enjoy more opportunities to devote to physical activities, reading and her 
church. It was a poignant day when Mrs Goldman closed her door at DGC 
for the last time – she has been a steadfast part of the crew of the Galleon 
and we have been blessed by her service to the school.

Sally and her classmates of 1977 at their 40-year Reunion in July 2017
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Durban Girls’ College

The Galleon 
Award
In 1997 the Board of  Governors of  Durban Girls’ College initiated the Galleon 
Award. This award serves to honour those members of  the College family who 
have served above and beyond the call of  duty or have brought honour to the 
school by their achievements or actions. 

In this way, Durban Girls’ College will record their contribution for the future 
generations to know of  their service to the school.

THE AWARD IS DIVIDED INTO TWO CATEGORIES: 

The Galleon Benefactors’ Award is conferred on those individuals who have 
made a difference to DGC through giving of  their time or financial donations.  
The Galleon Old Girls’ Achievement Award is conferred on those Old Girls 
who have brought honour to DGC by their achievements. 

This award is conferred on Founders’ Day.

The Galleon Award
BENEFACTORS

The Galleon Benefactors’ Award is conferred on those individuals who have 
made a difference to DGC through giving of  their time or financial donations.

OLD GIRLS
The Galleon Old Girls’ Achievement Award is conferred on those Old Girls who 

have brought honour to DGC by their achievements.

1997 Miss Heather Cross
 Mrs Barbara Dowell
 Mr John Nel

1998 Mr Ken Mackenzie
1999 Mr Keith Gow
2000 Mrs Avril Wilson
2001 Mr Pat Goss

2002 Mr Neil Evans
 Mr Robert Muir

2003 Miss Janette Shapiro
 Mr David Henry

2012 Mr Julian Beare
2013 Dr Pat Hiddleston 

1997 Prof. Elizabeth Sneddon
1998 Ms Vanessa Morphet
1999 Miss June Drummond
2000 Mrs Renée Schuurman
2001 Mrs Jean Clow
2002 Ms Gaynor Young
2003 Ms Khanyi Dhlomo
2004 Dr Joy de Beyer
2005 Dr Lynette Denny

2007 Mrs Suzanne Goldberg
2008 Ms Janina Masojada
2012 Mrs Moireen Stacey
2013 Ms Kirsten Goss
2014 Dr Julia Ambler
2015 Mrs Susan Blanckenberg
2016 Dr Elaine Potter
2017 Revd Jen Hands
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THE 2017 GALLEON AWARD
At the 2017 Founders’ Day prize giving, marking the 140th Birthday of Durban Girls’ 
College, The Galleon Old Girls’ Achievement Award was proudly presented to Revd Jen 
Hands. The Award is conferred on those Old Girls who have brought honour to DGC by 
their achievements. The DGCOGG could not be prouder of it being awarded to the truly 
selfl ess, dedicated, humble, gracious and kind Revd Jen Hands.

Pictured (L-R): Taryn Hompes (Chairlady, DGCOGG), Revd Jen Hands, Nerissa Govind (Vice-Chairlady, DGCOGG)



This past year has been productive for both Ekujabuleni and Enkuliso Nursery Schools, with the implementation of various projects and innovative ideas.

Heavy rains in 2016 caused extreme damage to Enkuliso School. The rafters in the roof collapsed, causing the ceiling to fall down exposing outdated and 
dangerous electrical wiring resulting in the Old Girls’  Nursery School Committee and the staff of Enkuliso taking the decision that the school was unsafe for 
the children. Thanks to the renewed sponsorship from Delta Property Fund we were able to hire contractors to carry out the repairs and maintenance, which 
were supervised by Mike Nichol from Jacoby Nichol Construction. The Guild is extremely grateful for the time he invested in the schools, as well as 
his monetary contributions. Paula Nel was instrumental in securing our sponsorship with Delta and the Guild would like to thank her once again. 
The ceilings were removed in certain areas and replaced with new battens & boards and rotten rafters from the roof were replaced with new timber. 
Additionally, extensive electrical repairs were done and new lights installed. 

The Beare Foundation also donated funds towards this project and we were able to attend to the plumbing and painting in various areas. 
The Guild would like to thank Jann Nichol for obtaining this sponsorship on our behalf. Even though Jann is no longer an active member of the Committee, 
she still remains involved and dedicated to the nursery schools. Thank you, Jann, for your guidance and advice. Fans were installed in the classrooms at 
Ekujabuleni School to ensure that the teaching environment is more comfortable during the hot summer months. We also attended to the fumigation at 
Enkuliso, as there was termite infestation and Belgotex has generously offered to assist with the replacing of flooring that has been damaged by borer. 

DGC has continued to involve these two nursery schools in their outreach programmes:
The Grade 9 class of 2016 collected stationery and handed it personally to the children, which was most heartwarming. School Chaplain, Michelle 
Edgcumbe, who is the head of outreach at DGC, has continued to show an interest in our nursery schools. She and the Community Engagement Committee 
of DGC joined us in June 2016 in celebrating 70 years at Enkuliso. The Community Engagement Committee treated the children at Ekujabuleni to an exciting 
Easter hunt this year.

The vegetable garden at Ekujabuleni is flourishing, under the supervision of the principal, Sam Gumede, with the assistance of a gardener who is paid by the 
Guild. The produce from these gardens is a welcomed addition to the children’s daily meals. Our vision is to establish a sustainable vegetable garden that 
can supplement the meals of the children and be an interactive educational learning experience.

Our teacher training run by NELRU is ongoing and teachers are motivated and very driven to improve themselves. The book projects at both schools have 
been successful and have instilled the love for reading in the children. We held an interactive reading morning between the DGC Grade 7s and the Grade 
R pupils from the nursery schools on 21 June. Contributions to these projects will assist companies that are looking to earn CSI or Enterprise Development 
points on the BBBEE Scorecards as both schools are registered NPOs and have S18A SARS registrations. If you can assist and/or have further questions, 
please email the Old Girls’ Guild at oldgirls@dgc.co.za.

The pupil numbers at both nursery schools have increased steadily over the past year. At Enkuliso, 2 voluntary helpers have been employed with their 
salaries paid for by the Guild. Mbongeni, the DGC school driver continues to faithfully deliver the vegetables each week and he is always willing to take 
goods to the two schools on behalf of the Guild.

I’d like to thank Angela Rowe, Old Girls’ Treasurer, for her support and accountability in ensuring the continued progress in our nursery schools.
It has been a pleasure working with a dedicated team of women, and I am blessed to be part of this wonderful committee.  Simone Verster has been my 
pillar of strength and over the past two years we have worked together, serving the committee and aligning the Guild with the strategy of DGC. I have 
admired her intuitive and caring nature as Chairlady. Simone, thank you for your dedication and invaluable input to the Guild. It has been an honour to be 
part of your team. Even though Simone will not be standing for Chairlady again, she still remains an active member of the committee and I would like to 
take this opportunity to wish her everything of the best. 

As a Guild, we feel strongly that both Old Girls and current DGC girls stay involved with these two wonderful 
Nursery Schools. Over the years, they have helped to shape our community spirit and empathy for those less 
fortunate than ourselves. Our predecessors had great foresight when they founded these Schools, 75 years ago 
and we commit to continue to build on this incredible legacy.

MEET OUR NEW HEAD OF MARKETING

The Old Girls’ Guild have supported Enkuliso & Ekujabuleni 
Nursery Schools for over 70 years.
~ Nerissa Govind

NURSERY SCHOOLS - ENKULISO &
EKUJABULENI 2017 REPORT

13



14

The Grade 7s spent a fun, interactive morning with the children from both 
of our Nursery Schools,  Ekujabuleni and Enkuliso  at People’s Park. 
Books and snacks were enjoyed together and over 100 books were 
donated to the schools.

14

Peoples
Park

,



The Grade 11s very willingly do a street collection for the Nursery Schools at the beginning of each year and this took place on Saturday 4th March 
2017. Enthusiastic girls were situated at various shopping centres and landmarks around Durban and a fantastic R37 000 was raised.

Easter
     Fun

Street Collection
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The Grade 8s spent an uplifting morning in November, throwing a Christmas Party for the children from Enkuliso & 
Ekujabuleni at Mitchell Park. The Nursery Schools proudly sang and performed, after which, the girls played with the 

children in the park - a wonderfully warm and happy way to end a positive year.
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Christmas Party



The Old Girls’ annual bridge drive was held on the 23 May 2017. 
With 33 tables and over 120 players, the day was an enormous 

success, raising over R26 000 for Enkusliso and Ekujabuleni. 
A heartfelt thank you to our generous sponsors, friends of 
College and bridge enthusiasts who support us every year.

To play in the 2018 Bridge Drive - being held on the 29 May 2018, 
please email oldgirls@dgc.co.za 

Bridge Drive

17



Marketing was an obvious career choice for me, as it 
appealed to both my creative and strategic sides.
I spent 17 years in the advertising industry and was 
fortunate to work with some of South Africa’s best creative 
teams on some of the biggest brands, including FNB, 
Tongaat Hulett, East Coast Radio, Old Mutual, Mr Price 
and Unilever. 

When I heard that Durban Girls’ College was looking for a 
Marketing Manager, I applied on the same day. It was my 
dream job.  My daughters, Alexandra and Dominique, both 
attended Durban Girls’ College from Grade 1 to 12. As a 
proud ‘College Mum’, I’m passionate about the school and 
my insight into the ‘College Brand’ has been invaluable in 
my role as Marketing Manager.  
 
I’ve experienced first-hand, the advantages of 
a ‘College education’ and the opportunities it 
presents.

The independent school market has become increasingly 
competitive and schools have evolved from ‘institutions’ 
into ‘brands’. Marketing is under pressure to increase 
awareness of our ‘College Brand’, to ensure the school 
is filled to capacity and to establish College as the first 
choice among families.

While much has changed at Durban Girls’ College over the 
years, the tradition of all round educational excellence 
has remained. Durban Girls’ College’s vision is to offer a 
globally relevant, balanced education, to develop 
significant women, in all spheres of society. 

Our Mission is to inspire girls to realise their potential 
through a unique educational journey built on tradition, 
innovation, diversity and excellence aimed at 
enriching our world.

The role of Marketing is to establish a single vision for the school, 
which all stakeholders buy into, to implement that vision, and to 
ensure that the brand remains consistent across all communication 
channels.

We are in the process of developing a Brand Blueprint for 
communication which will define the essence of the brand from 
which all further growth will develop and will act as ‘a frame of 
reference’ against which the brand can be measured.

A recent Junior Primary survey of new parents revealed that the 
number one reason why they chose Durban Girls’ College was ‘a 
reputation for all round educational excellence’.  This was 
followed by ‘school traditions’ and a ‘girls only’ school.

The marketing of Durban Girls’ College is a broad role which relies 
on the support of the girls, the staff, the parents and the Old Girls, 
as brand ambassadors.  Word-of-mouth marketing is still very 
influential when it comes to decision-making about where to 
send your daughter to school.

I also rely on the support of Marketing Assistant, Megan Conradie, 
and Debbie McWilliam in Admissions. Megan is a talented young 
creative who is invaluable in developing the brand and I count on 
Debbie’s knowledge of the school and her experience in Admissions 
as vital in our drive for new enrolments. 
The EXCO team, the Old Girls’ Guild and the Parents Association 
are supportive and appreciative of our marketing efforts. 

The past year has been very busy with the launch of our new 
website and the re-launch of College Chatter.  Every single day, 
there are many wonderful stories to tell about life at Durban Girls’ 
College and this has driven engagement levels on our social media.  
We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead with lots of new 
innovations in the marketing of Durban Girls’ College.

I feel so fortunate to, once again, be part of the ‘College Family’.

Make sure to visit the newly-launched 
DGC website: www.dgc.co.za

MEET OUR NEW HEAD OF MARKETING
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The Durban Girls’ College Brand Journey
~ Kelley Litkie

MEET OUR NEW HEAD OF MARKETING
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There are two kinds of experiences that one chooses to have at Durban 
Girls’ College. We may walk one of two paths. 
We may choose to experience merely a College education. Or, we may 
choose to experience both education, and College values.

It is a challenge to chose the latter path because we live in a value-ridden world. We grow up in a society that 
makes us question staying true to our values, and consequently, damages our sense of self-worth.
I now fully understand the saying, “ignorance is bliss.” It is so easy to think only about yourself. It is so easy not to 
care about others. It is hard work to consciously defend the weak, to defend your rights and the rights of others, 
and it is very hard to uphold values in a superficial society.

But while society is judging us on what cars we drive, where we shop, and who we dare to be associated with; to 
know the difference between right and wrong is something our superficial society cannot buy. 
After five years within the College family, I have found what it means to be a College girl, as opposed to a girl 
who goes to College.

A girl who goes to College is privileged. She receives a brilliant education. She is in a safe environment. She has 
state-of-the-art technology and facilities at her fingertips. A girl who goes to College has extensive opportunities 
within the school grounds, and will receive many more opportunities after the end of her school career. 
A girl who goes to College knows that it is her place to ask questions and state her opinion.

A College girl, however, is conscious of how privileged she is to be attending this school. She acknowledges that 
she is of a minority that experiences proper education in her country, and in her world. A College girl can tell the 
difference between positive and negative opportunities, and chooses to walk in the light. 
A College girl plans to make waves in her bright future. 

She asks questions, respectfully. She stands up for what she believes in, without disrespecting the beliefs of 
others. She has an open heart to all people, and does not let the differences of others damage her execution of 
respect. 

This institution’s very treasure, is its capability of producing College girls.

MEET OUR NEW HEAD OF MARKETING

Abigail Metzer
Class of 2017

2017 HEAD GIRL VALEDICTION
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At the end of your school career, are you walking out of these doors as a girl who went to College? Someone who 
succumbs to a superficial society and blissfully ignores the struggles of others?
Or, are you walking out of these doors, a College girl?

There is a desperate need in our world for powerful young women.

Within these walls, and within yourselves, you have the capability to leave this institution not merely as someone 
who went to College, but as a College girl. You have the power to stand up against a superficial society and hold 
your values high, while respecting the differences of those around you.

Thank you to everyone who educated, influenced and walked alongside me during my journey in discovering 
what it truly means to be a College girl. Thank you to my family for being there for me. Thank you to God, because 
without Him, I would not be standing here tonight having competed my journey in this school.

College girls are women of significance. 
It is College girls, which this world needs.
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We were absolutely delighted with and extremely proud of the Class of 2017, who achieved outstanding results. 
In particular, we congratulate the following candidates on being placed on the IEB List of Outstanding and Commendable Achievers 
Countrywide: Chloë Royston made the IEB Outstanding Achievement List, achieving 8 distinctions. (This means that she achieved 
within the top 5% of learners in 6 or more subjects and scored 80% or more for Life Orientation). 
Ammaarah Seedat (6 distinctions) and Shwetha Singh (7 distinctions) both made the IEB Commendable List. (This means that they 
achieved within the top 5% of learners in 5 subjects and scored 80% or more for Life Orientation). 

CELEBRATING THE MATRIC CLASS OF 2017

Our top achievers for 2017 (L - R): Ammaarah Seedat (6 distinctions), Jehnara Naidoo (7 distinctions), Samantha Parle (8 distinctions), 
Chloë Royston (8 distinctions), Megan Thorrington-Smith (7 distinctions), Mrs Margie Dwyer (Director of Academics), Hannah Oberholzer (7 distinctions), 

Shwetha Singh (7 distinctions), Kellyn Pincus (6 distinctions), Lori Niemand (6 distinctions), Simira Ramsumer (7 distinctions).

Chloë Royston celebrating her results.
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2017     ReunionDay
Friday 28 July 2017 was the most fabulous 2017 Old Girls’ Reunion Day.
We warmly welcomed wonderful groups from the classes of 2007 (10 year reunion), 1997 (20 
year), 1987 (30 year), 1977 (40 year), 1967 (50 year), 1962 (55 year), 1957 (60 year) and had 
an incredible visit from Maureen Stout from the class of 1947 (her 70 year reunion). The Guild 
is so incredibly privileged to have Old Girls who are still so passionate about our school after 70 
years! 

The morning included an informative briefing in the school lecture theatre from the Executive 
Head, Marianne Bailey and the Chairlady of the DGCOGG, Taryn Hompes, followed by tours of 
the school, a touching full-school assembly, culminating in the singing of The Galleon and a 
delicious luncheon served in the new functions room, hosted by the Old Girls’ Guild. 

Many thanks to Dawn Rouse for these happy pictures of a very special day.

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 2018 REUNION DAY ON FRIDAY 27 JULY 2018!
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Reunion 
Day
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Reunion Years
Class of 1957 - 60 year reunion

Class of 1962 - 55 year reunion

Class of 1967 - 50 year reunion - half a century out of school!

Class of 1977 - 40 year reunion

Class of 1987 - 30 year reunion

Class of 1997 - 20 year reunion

Class of 2007 - 10 year reunion

1957

1962

1967 1977

1987

1997

2007
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Our 2017 Reunion celebrations kicked off with a cocktail party at College House on Thursday the 27th of July. 
A wonderful evening of reminiscing and catching up with old School friends was had by all.

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 2018 OLD GIRLS’ REUNION COCKTAIL PARTY - THURSDAY 26 JULY 2018 - COLLEGE HOUSE
This cocktail party if open to ALL Old Girls and not just reunion years - so please pop in and celebrate with us!

Reunion Cocktails

The inspiring Maureen Stoute - class of 1947 - at her 70 year 
reunion - with DGC Executive Head, Marianne Bailey

Old Girls & their College daughters

Three generations of College Girls celebrating Kelley Litkie and Meryl Marshall 
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Reunion Cocktails
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uncheon  2017

Every year, the Durban Girls’ College Old Girls’ Guild host a luncheon to congratulate the Matriculating class as they 
approach their Matric final exams and to welcome them as the newest members of the Old Girls’ Guild. 
Each year, we invite an Old Girl - a woman of significance - to talk informally to the matrics about her experiences after 
leaving DGC - “Life beyond the College Gates”

The Class of 2017 were incredibly fortunate to listen to guest speaker, Old Girl and South African marathon runner, Jenna 
Challenor, (Anderson, 1996) who spoke to them about pursuing their passions and following their dreams. The girls were 
also gifted with gorgeous personalised journals from the Old Girls’ Guild.

Matric L
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Tamarah Jacobs (2010) visited the school recently and 
spotted her name on the Junior School Special 
Achievements Board.

Michelle Posemann (1989) went on to study law at 
Stellenbosch and then UKZN. She’s an advocate, 
accredited arbitrator and commercial mediator, 
specialising in labour and employment law. She has 
lectured at the Durban School for Legal Practice in High 
Court Practice, Appropriate Dispute Resolution and 
Labour Dispute Resolution, and also ran a pilot project in 
Mediation Skills. She ‘s held the positions of President of 
the KZN Chapter of the South African Society for Labour 
Lawyers, Consulting Regional Manager for Equillore 
Dispute Settlement, Regional Director of ProBono.Org, 
Acting Judge in the Labour Court, Trustee on the 
Governing Body Foundation, Governor on the DPHS SGB 
and has returned to DGC as a parent and Chairman and 
then Vice Chairman of the DGC Board of Governors.

Huge congratulations to old girl, 
Jessica Sole, on her outstanding 
performance as Roxie Hart in the 
Kickstart production of Chicago 
in 2017.

While attending her 50th reunion, 
Lesley Webber (Morrison, 1967) 
was surprised to find her picture
(back row, left) in the ‘Uniforms 
through the Ages’ gallery.

Joanna Goldman (2006) attended Pretoria 
University, where she graduated as a doctor in 2012, 
followed by a 2-year internship at Tembisa Hospital, 
JHB and community service at Tshwane District 
Hospital, Pretoria, subsequently graduating with an 
Obstetrics diploma. She married Marc Mundell, a 
double Olympic race walker, who still holds the All 
Africa record for the 50km race. They currently live in 
Rocky Mountain House, in a rural Alberta, Canada, 
where Jo works in a GP practice.

Lauren Strang (Pugh, 2000) -  a son Harry in Chicago, 
USA, brother to Daniel and Ava.

OLD GIRLS’ SNIPPETS
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Durban, together with a dynamic team of creatives where 
she helps goal-driven businesses and individuals achieve 
their marketing goals, with clients including Durban Girls’ 
College. 

Katie Goldman (2010) studied at Pretoria University, 
where she graduated with distinction in both her 
undergraduate degree and in Criminology Honours. 
She’s currently registered for Criminology Masters, looking 
into the psychological effects on crime scene investigators 
& photographers and works full-time at an insurance 
company in Johannesburg. She married Michael Jansen 
van Vuuren in August last year.  

Kirsten Goss (1992) went on to study at the University of 
Stellenbosch, obtaining a Fine Arts Degree in Jewellery 
Design. She travelled to London where she worked and 
designed for leading fashion jeweller house, Erickson 
Beamon, before starting her own eponymous label in 
2002. After opening her flagship store in London in 
2005, she returned to South Africa to open 3 more stores 
in Cape Town, Johannesburg and Durban and has been 
recognised both locally & internationally for her unique
jewellery.

Inga Shaw (Nielsen,1961), took some time recently to visit 
DGC. In the picture below, Inga is holding two trophies: 
The silver jug was presented to DGC by Inga, as part of the 
DGC Centenary celebrations in 1977. The V1 Form Games 
trophy was presented by Judy Lissaman in 1954 and Inga 
was awarded this trophy in both 1960 and 1961. It was 
lovely to see her hold them again.

Jenna Challenor (Anderson, 1996) proudly represented 
South Africa at the IAAF World Championships Marathon 
in London in 2017, finishing in a time of 2:47, crossing 
the line with a huge proudly South African smile on 
her face. The opening line on Jenna’s website (www.
jennachallenor.co.za) reads: “I’m a Durban girl through-
and-through. I was born in 1981 and have lived in Durbs 
my whole life. I went to Durban Girls’ College. It was an 
amazing school and I must admit I absolutely LOVED 
my school and my school days. I have very fond 
memories of my years spent there.” 

Dr Paula Diab (1993) was recently awarded her PhD degree 
from Wits University with a thesis entitled “More than 
words: The role of communication in the doctor-patient 
relationship in the management of chronic lifestyle disease 
such as diabetes mellitus in South Africa.” Paula obtained 
her basic MBChB degree from UCT in 2000, subsequently 
working in rural & urban environments in academic & 
clinical practice. In August 2016, she established a 
multi-disciplinary centre in Hillcrest - The Atrium Lifestyle 
Centre - focusing specifically on the management of 
chronic illnesses, including diabetes. 
She empowers and educates families who live with the 
condition, as well as deriving immense pride and joy from 
being a wife, and mother to Brunton (10) and Lauren (8).

Chelsea Micklewood (Foord, 2007) continued her studies 
at Vega, specialising in Creative Brand Communications. 
She now runs Coffee Creative Studio in her hometown, 

OLD GIRLS’ SNIPPETS



32

LEADING US IN 2018
The Durban Girls’ College Old Girls’ Guild proudly congratulates the Women of Significance 
who were chosen as our DGC Leaders for 2018. We wish Nomcebo and her team all the 
best as they lead the Student Body throughout the year. 

2018 LEADERSHIP TEAM
BACK: Erin Lawson: Head of College House, Raffaella van der Westhuyzen: Head of SRC, Nina Mabusela: Deputy 

Head of College House, Isabelle Pattenden: Deputy Head Girl of Administration. 
FRONT: Cenelle Gounden: Deputy Head Girl of Conduct, Nomcebo Sibiya: Head Girl,  

Kirsten Dorkin: Deputy Head of SRC
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The Durban Girls’ College Old Girls’ Guild, was hugely  
saddened to hear of the passing of the wonderful 
Dr. Pat Hiddleston on the 8th of December 2017. 
The tribute below was written by Executive Head, 
Marianne Bailey.

Dr. Pat Hiddleston, Headmistress from 1984 to 1988, 
was not only a woman of significance herself, but she 
was instrumental in making young women aware 
of their potential in the fields of Mathematics and 
Science, both at Durban Girls’ College and across the 
world. 

Born in Scotland in 1933, Pat was Dux of both her 
‘little’ and ‘big’ schools. After school, she studied 
Mathematics and Natural Philosophy at the University 
of Edinburgh, where she was one of four women in the 
male-dominated class of 100. 

She achieved well at University and would have gone 
on to Cambridge, but she chose to follow her husband 
to Northern Rhodesia and there developed a love for 
the continent and its people. 

Known as someone who “saw opportunities rather than 
boundaries and (was) willing to take calculated risks”, 
Pat accepted the post of Headmistress of Durban Girls’ 
College in 1984. The school had opened its doors to all 
races and Pat, who became a member of Black Sash, 
pursued the task of establishing a multi-racial ethic

OBITUARY - DR. PAT HIDDELSTON

at College, despite the politics of the time. 

Thereafter she served at the University of Malawi. 
Pat continued to serve education humbly in a 
number of countries including Bangladesh, Nepal, 
Namibia, Myanmar, Ethiopia, Ghana, Cambodia and 
Vietnam, way past retirement age. She never 
considered herself superior to those she worked with 
and used the same guesthouses and modes of 
transport as they did, as well as eating the local 
foods in order to familiarise herself with a variety of 
cultures which she found to be enriching. 

Sadly, Pat lost her battle with cancer on the 8th of 
December 2017. I end this tribute with a quote from 
her obituary: 

“What a lady, what a Headmistress 
and most of all what an enduring 
friend she was to all who knew her!”
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DA
TESave the

THURSDAY 26 JULY 2018: 
DGC OLD GIRLS’ COCKTAIL PARTY

FRIDAY 27 JULY 2018 : 
DGC OLD GIRLS’ DAY  & REUNION LUNCH

We look forward to welcoming all Old Girls and this year we’ll be 
honouring the Reunion Years of 

1948, 1958, 1968, 1978, 1988, 1993, 1998 and 2008.

Please follow our Facebook page for more details, 
but do diarise the date!
facebook.com/DGCOGG
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Keep in touch
TO KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH ALL DGC OLD GIRLS NEWS AND EVENTS, 
PLEASE UPDATE YOUR DETAILS ON THE ALUMNET WEBSITE: 
https://dgcogg.alumnet.co.za

Follow
Email
Call

FACEBOOK.COM/DGCOGG

oldgirls@dgc.co.za

031 268 7286

Save the
A reminder that you can directly 
benefi t Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni 
by swiping your MySchool card. 

Make sure that the ‘Durban Girls’ 
College Old Girls’ Guild’ is selected 
as your MySchool benefi ciary 
and every swipe will benefi t our 
deserving Nursery Schools.




