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Welcome to 2018 at Durban Girls’ College.  May it be a fulfilling year for all stakeholders,
with a focus on opportunities presented by the year for growth of talents, as we strive to 
develop Women of Significance.

Our 2017 Academic year was successful and the Matric Results highlighted this. We are 
proud of the Class of 2017, many of whom attained their ‘personal best’ results as they
contributed to the 100% Bachelor’s Pass Rate. This reflects both solid teaching and
commitment by the girls to push themselves to do the very best they could.  

Today, I want to pay tribute to two women of significance: one a recent role player and one 
who contributed to the heritage of our school.

Chloë Royston, Dux of 2017, achieved outstanding results. Her 8 As, including a mark of over 
80% for Life Orientation, saw her feature on the IEB List of Outstanding Achievers. Chloë’s 
sound work ethic and commitment to excellence in all spheres saw her achieve her goal of 
being able to attend Harvard University’s undergraduate programme. Chloë, however,
focused on so much more than academics whilst at school. Being diagnosed with Type 1 
Diabetes at the age of 7 informed her decision to study medicine with the aim of making 
a difference in the lives of children suffering from this disease. To this end, she recently 
developed an App which synchronises a phone with the insulin testing device, which 
means that children can have uninterrupted sleep. 

Academics aside, Chloë has proved herself on the Golf Course and has been selected to play 
for the Harvard Women’s First Division Golf Team. She also played the flute in the school 
orchestra for the duration of her High School career. In the background she has been 
acutely aware of and has striven to make a difference in the lives of disadvantaged children.

Dr. Pat Hiddlestone, Headmistress from 1984 to 1988, was not only a woman of significance 
herself, but she was instrumental in making young women aware of their potential in the
fields of Mathematics and Science, both at Durban Girls’ College and across the world. 

Born in Scotland in 1933, Pat was Dux of both her “little” and “big” schools. After school,
she studied Mathematics and Natural Philosophy at the University of Edinburgh, where she 
was one of four women in the male-dominated class of 100. She achieved well at University 
and would have gone on to Cambridge, but she chose to follow her husband to Northern 
Rhodesia and there developed a love for the continent and its people. Known as someone 
who “saw opportunities rather than boundaries and (was) willing to take calculated risks”,
Pat accepted the post of Headmistress of Durban Girls’ College in 1984. The school had 
‘opened its doors’ to all races and Pat, who became a member of Black Sash, pursued the 
task of establishing a multi-racial ethic at College, despite the politics of the time.

Thereafter she served at the University of Malawi. Pat continued to serve education humbly
in a number of countries including Bangladesh, Nepal, Namibia, Myanmar, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Cambodia and Vietnam, way past retirement age. She never considered herself superior to 
those she worked with and used the same guesthouses and modes of transport as they did, 
as well as eating the local foods in order to familiarize herself with a variety of cultures which 
she found to be enriching. Sadly, Pat lost her battle with cancer on 8 December. I end this
tribute with a quote from her obituary: “What a lady, what a Headmistress and most of all 
what an enduring friend she was to all who knew her!”

Marianne Bailey - Executive Head

From the Helm
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First Day of School 2018

Shrieks of delight, hugs and huge smiles set the tone of the first 
day at school!

Junior Primary

Senior Primary

info@dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

First Day of School 2018

The SP girls had an exciting first day back at school!

19.01.18

Grade 1 Hat Ceremony

Our Annual Hat Ceremony was special for all our girls and 
parents. This event is part of our Rites of Passage at College.

High School
First Day of School 2018

The HS girls were welcomed back to school on 
Tuesday. Let's go, 2018!

Grade R Balloon Ceremony

The Grade R Balloon 
Ceremony was held on 
Tuesday, and the girls were 
excited to have their new 
Matric Mentors attend!
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2017 Matric Achievers

Congratulations to the following candidates who achieved results that 
placed them in the top 1% of the IEB candidates nationally in individual 
subjects:

Chloë Royston (Advanced Programme Mathematics, Accounting, 
Geography, Life Orientation, Mathematics, Physical Sciences)
Kellyn Pincus (Business Studies, Life Orientation)
Jehnara Naidoo (Business Studies, English Home Language, 
Life Orientation)
Shwetha Singh (Business Studies, English Home Language)
Simira Ramsumer (Consumer Studies, Life Orientation)
Sarah Kruger (Consumer Studies)
Maria Corte Portela (History, Life Orientation)
Samantha Parle (Life Orientation, Music, Physical Sciences)
Ammaarah Seedat (Mathematics)
Georgina Miller (Life Orientation)
Sandhya Ramcharrun (Life Orientation)
Emma Criticos (Visual Arts)
Lori Niemand (Visual Arts)

We are delighted with the Class of 2017! They 
have achieved excellent results and can indeed 
be proud of their efforts. We are thrilled with the 
100% Bachelor Degree pass rate which will allow 
all of the girls to pursue tertiary studies in 2018 
and beyond.

Our Top Achievers for 2017 are (L-R):

Ammaarah Seedat (6 distinctions), 
Jehnara Naidoo (7 distinctions), 
Samantha Parle (8 distinctions), 
Chloë Royston (8 distinctions), 
Megan Thorrington-Smith (7 distinctions), 
[Mrs Margie Dwyer - Director of Academics], 
Hannah Oberholzer (7 distinctions),
Shwetha Singh (7 distinctions), 
Kellyn Pincus (6 distinctions), 
Lori Niemand (6 distinctions), 
Simira Ramsumer (7 distinctions).

Chloë Royston made the IEB Outstanding Achievement List, 
achieving 8 distinctions. (This means that she achieved within the 
top 5% of learners in 6 or more subjects and scored 80% or more
 for Life Orientation).

Ammaarah Seedat (6 distinctions) and Shwetha Singh (7 distinctions) 
both made the IEB Commendable List. (This means that they achieved 
within the top 5% of learners in 5 subjects and scored 80% or more for 
Life Orientation).

Chloë Royston and Shwetha Singh 

2017 Top Achievers
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The Board of Governors, Executive Committee, Staff, Pupils 
and Old Girls of Durban Girls’ College were very sad to hear 
of the passing of Dr Pat Hiddleston on the 8 December 2017 
at her home in Scotland. Dr Hiddleston was the Principal of 
Durban Girls’ College from 1984 to 1988 and receiver of 
the Galleon Award in 2013. She was an inspiring educator, 
a brilliant mathematician and a lifelong adventurer.

Our deepest condolences to her four children, five 
grandchildren and great grandchild.

At assembly on Tuesday, College pupils and staff members 
bowed their heads for a moment of silence in honour of 
Dr Hiddleston.

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
His mercies never come to an end. They are 
new every morning. Lamentations 3:22,23

The term always seems to start at a run, rather 
than a walk, and suddenly holiday rhythms fade 
into the usual fast-paced routines of school 
and home life. It’s especially important then to 
allow regular moments of calm and quiet and 
to remember that even when we are too busy 
to notice, God is sustaining and providing for us 
in more ways than we can imagine. His mercies 
are fresh and new each morning, which means 
that every day is a new beginning. May you be 
encouraged by this promise as we embark on
the journey of this school year!

From our Chaplain

Tribute 

Alumna
18-year-old Chloë Royston is off to Harvard University in August this year! The 
Durban Girls’ College Dux achieved superb results in the NSC IEB Examinations, 
making the Outstanding List for being in the top 1% in 6 or more subjects. Her 
phenomenal achievements reflect determination, curiosity and her personal 
experience of having being diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes at the age of 7.

Having lived with diabetes and having grown up in a medical family, it is not 
surprising that Chloë intends to pursue a career in a medical field; although she 
is not completely sure of the exact nature of this yet. She is interested in the 
new technology that is continually being developed to help treat type 1 diabetes 
and wants to learn more about the role that computers and technology will play 
in advancing treatments for diabetes.

Chloë feels very privileged to have been at Durban Girls’ College and says that 
the school has been very supportive of her efforts. “The school encourages us to 
be individuals and to believe in ourselves and most importantly to try and make 
a difference. My teachers were amazing. They were always willing to help and 
accommodate my needs even when it meant putting in extra time and effort for 
them and I want to thank them all for the roles that they played”.

   Online Portal: https://dgcogg.alumnet.co.za                      www.facebook.com/DGCOGG/
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Dr Pat
Hiddleston

Chloë
Royston

Café Flava
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JUNIOR PRIMARY

Music:
Sonali Naidoo Grade 3 Theory of Music 96%

Leah Droyman Theory of Music Grade 1 93%

Nandini Gangaram Theory of Music Grade 1 96%

Hiranya Pillay Theory of Music Grade 1 98%

HIGH SCHOOL

Music:
Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell was selected to perform a piano recital at the Rising Stars Concert held on 5 December 2017. She passed both her 
UNISA Grade 6 theory exams, achieving a distinction for her history paper. Rachel has been invited to perform both a piano and violin recital as 
a prelude performer at the Jewish Club on 16 January 2018.

Results
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The Week Ahead
Monday 22

Tuesday 23

Thursday 25

Friday 26

Day 6
14h15-15h15 SP: Swim Trials: DGC
17h00 SP: Gr 4 Blazer & Bell – Ringing Ceremony: SP Entrance & Lecture Theatre  
JP: All extra-curricular activities start

Day 7
07h30: DGC Mums’ Who Pray: College House 
14h00 SP: IEB Primary School Principals’ Meeting: Epworth
Whole School: Individual, Class & Staff Photos: Centenary Hall 
14h15-15h15 SP: Swim trials: DGC
17H30 JP: Gr 00 and R Parents’ Evening: JP Hall

Day 8
15h15 HS: Friendly gala: Fatima School
17h30 SP: Gr 5, 6 & 7: Parents’ Evening: Lecture Theatre 

Day 9
18h00 HS: Gr 12 Information Evening
HS: Leaving for National Aquatics to Bloemfontein

Day 10
HS: Choir Camp: DGC
HS: National Aquatics Festival: Bloemfontein
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Wednesday 24
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Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, 
today is a gift of  God, which is why we call it

the present.
Bil Keane

 

“ “

Saturday 27 HS: Choir Camp: DGC
HS: Smythe 1st Team Tennis Tournament: Pietermaritzburg
HS: National Aquatics Festival: Bloemfontein

Sunday 28 HS: Choir Camp: DGC


