
Issue #9

“The truth is that exploration and enlargement make the world smaller.”  English writer, G.K. Chesterton

On Friday last week, we so enjoyed hosting some Grade 6 girls from a variety of schools at a sleepover 
at College House, and the experience was made all the more enjoyable when I spent some time catching 
up with Nina Mabusela and Erin Lawson on their recent experiences in Normandy, France. These girls, 
together with Mrs Lesley Small and Nina Wiggins, (also of Grade 11), were privileged to attend the  
International Youth Leadership Summit. Erin and Nina are also Head and Deputy-Head of College House 
respectively. Listening to them recount some of their experiences, I found myself realising the extent to 
which our girls grow through the exposure to global platforms such as youth summits and realised that 
these opportunities certainly enrich the unique educational journeys our girls experience. The girls were 
wonderful ambassadors for Durban Girls’ College and South Africa and they will treasure the 
camaraderie and friendships that they enjoyed and developed in this international forum; one which 
focuses on global issues drawing young adults together to identify their common humanity, social 
responsibility and purpose. 
 
Our Exchange Programme provides great scope for international experience and cultural exchange and 
Grade 10 is the perfect year in which to explore this opportunity. The programme has expanded under 
Mrs Sue Meehan’s passionate leadership and many girls have embarked on journeys to different 
countries where they have returned enriched and informed. At a time when the world is polarised 
socio-politically, the concept and purpose of exchange is in itself significant and we are grateful that we 
can offer this to our girls. Chesterton’s words speak clearly to the concept of exploration and a common 
humanity which provides the girls with an awareness that extends beyond their own and immediate 
experience. Both Nina and Erin served as hosts to the visiting Grade 6 girls, giving up their Friday night in 
order to serve their school. Having taught the girls in Grade 10, I happen to know them well and it was 
special to see in both of them, increased confidence, poise, authenticity and ease. I felt immensely proud 
of the way in which they engaged with the visiting parents and girls and of their leadership. The benefits 
of boarding, exchange and youth summits are clearly positive indicators of growth!  

Heather Goedeke
Head of High School

From the Helm

JP 
Achievers
Diviya Ramklass 
(right) received 
92% for her 
Grade 2 Cecchetti 
exam. Aarya 
Bhatta (left) won 
the Grade 1 - 3 
Piano Recital. 

College Moments
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Loudoun International Youth Leadership Summit
In March 2017, Grade 11 girls Kirsten Dorkin, Puja Pande, Raffaella van der 
Westhuyzen and Isabelle Pattenden attended the Loudoun International Youth 
Leadership Summit in Virginia, near Washington DC. Our girls, along with the 
Clifton delegation, won the award for their “Action Plan  - Best Local Impact”.

Loudoun International Youth
 Leadership Summit Delegates

SP Water 
Polo
Our U13 Water 
Polo team won 
the bronze medal 
at the St Stithians 
Water Polo 
tournament over 
the weekend. 

Global
Relevance
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Grade 00 and R Production

Our little girls thoroughly enjoyed their school production “Can 
a Caterpillar Fly?” They sang their songs with great gusto and 
certainly wowed their audiences with their charm. Special thanks 
goes to our talented JP teachers, who know just how to bring out 
the very best in our girls!

Junior Primary

Senior Primary
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Grade 7 Outing

Our Grade 7 girls visited the Holocaust Centre on 23 October.

27.10.17

General Knowledge Quiz Evening at Glenmore

Grade 7 girls, Madison Bell, Sonali Naidoo, Tazkia Abram and Shannon 
Blades (left to right) participated in the General Knowledge Quiz Evening at 
Glenmore on 17 October. They were placed 4th. Well done, girls!Quiz Girls
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Leadership Summits

DGC is still the only girls’ school in Africa invited to attend three prestigious 
International Youth Leadership Summits. Proper preparation ensures that 
our girls represent our school and our country on all levels. Essays and 
research tasks are completed prior to the summit, but student dialogues, 
impromptu discussions and some formal communication at each event, 
forms an integral part of the programme.

Each summit offers a number of organised excursions for all delegates, 
and these include visits to national monuments and landmarks, places 
of interest, Foreign Affairs Offices, nearby universities and other related 
destinations.

Participating in these Youth Leadership Summits equips our girls with 
important skills, where they gain global perspective and establish cross-
cultural connections – learning tolerance and acceptance. It affords them 
the opportunity to develop an “action plan” for an issue they feel 
passionately about, that could have both local and global impact once 
implemented upon their return. 

Ten of our Grade 11 girls attended Summits this year and six of them are 
included in our top leadership team for their 2018 matric year. Well done 
to you, girls, and we wish you all the very best!

High School Exchange Programme

Exchange is about opportunity. Young girls 
grow in confidence and independence. 
They learn more, explore and experience 
real life on a global platform, and gain
perspective as they compare their lives 
here at DGC with their new lives in a 
foreign country, a foreign school and a 
foreign family. 

This year has seen the Grade 10 
International Exchange Programme at 
DGC expand to include no less than 10 
countries and more than 16 schools in the 
various territories.

The DGC exchange programme celebrates 
23 years this year, and friendships that are 
made whilst on this journey last a lifetime. 
Exchange – A unique global adventure 
that is educationally relevant and 
culturally inspiring.

Exchange

International Youth Leadership Summit at Le Havre, France

Grade 11 girls, Erin Lawson, Nina Mabusela and Nina 
Wiggins represented Durban Girls’ College and South Africa 
at the International Youth Leadership at Le Havre, France. 
DGC and Clifton represented Africa at the summit, being the 
only schools from our continent. 

A total of 17 countries were represented, and the 
summit was run by the International group of students at 
St Joseph’s Institute in Le Havre. The participants attended 
workshops on economics, trade and education, and put 
together display tables representing their countries. They 
went on various outings.

We are extremely proud of our girls who took part so 
keenly, and embraced every opportunity that came their 
way. At the end of the summit, our girls were awarded, 
“Kenny the Koala”, that is presented to the best delegation 
at the summit. Kenny came back with the girls to South 
Africa, and this has been a real honour for them. They truly 
embraced the spirit of the Youth Summit!

Nina Mabusela, Erin Lawson and 
Nina Wiggins with Kenny the Koala 

Loudoun International
Youth Leadership 

Summit Display Table 

Asia-Pacific Youth League Summit

The Asia-Pacific Youth League Summit 
(APYLS) was held in Singapore in 
August. The South African delegation 
was made up of three students from 
DGC: Antonia Grindrod, Reyhana 
Jacobs and Nontando Moshesh; and 
three from Clifton. The delegates 
presented a Cultural Display and a 
joint Student dialogue. Their dialogue 
was chosen amongst the top three of 
the 14 countries that attended. 

APYLS in Singapore
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Joining the College family has been truly inspirational and 
I love every aspect of my job! I have a degree in Political 
Science and Economics from UKZN Pmb, worked in the 
conferencing and travel industry for almost ten years, and 
lived and worked in Germany for two years. I am married to 
Gavin and we have two great kids, Dana (10) and Callan (4).
I have expanded the Grade 10 International Exchange 
Programme at DGC to include no less than 10 countries and 
more than 16 schools in the various territories.

Part of my journey thus far has included accompanying a 
delegation of Grade 11 girls to a Youth Leadership Summit 
in Washington DC, as well as facilitating the applications for 
girls who attended the summits in Singapore and France.

Watching girls grow in confidence and independence, as 
they embark on these journeys that take them away from 
home, fills me with a sense of accomplishment. My vision 
for this portfolio is to enable and enrich young women who 
seek to explore more, learn more and experience real life 
on a global platform. 

To me, Durban Girls’ College is all about opportunities, and 
that is what Exchange gives our girls.

  If you would like to keep up with daily life at DGC, like us    
  on Facebook and follow us on Instagram! Our likes have   
  increased from 1 898 in April to 2 636 in October 2017.  
  Also be sure to check out our new and improved website!

“Perhaps you were born for such a time as this.” 
Esther 4:14

This verse is stuck on the bottom of my 
computer screen. It reminds me each day that 
nothing falls outside of God’s knowledge or will. 
It reminds me that He knows me, and that my 
decisions work within His ultimate plan for my 
life. As Esther did long ago, the right response is 
to trust Him, even with things that seem trivial, 
and to enlarge my own understanding of who 
He is rather than assume He isn’t there just 
because I don’t always understand Him. Esther 
was a woman who lived with the courage of her 
convictions. A fine example to follow!

From our Chaplain

Meet Our Staff

Alumna
Lara Logan was born in Durban and attended high school at Durban Girls’ 
College, graduating in 1989. Lara graduated from the University of Natal in 1992 
with a degree in commerce. She went on to earn a diploma in French language, 
culture and history at Alliance Française in Paris. Lara worked as a news reporter 
for the Sunday Tribune in Durban during her studies (1988–1989), then for the 
city’s Daily News (1990–1992). In 1992, she joined Reuters Television in Africa, 
primarily as a senior producer. After four years, Lara branched out into freelance 
journalism, obtaining assignments as a reporter and editor/producer with ITN 
and Fox/SKY, CBS News, ABC News (in London), NBC, and the European 
Broadcast Union. Laura also found work with CNN, reporting on incidents such 
as the 1998 United States embassy bombings in Nairobi and Tanzania, the 
conflict in Northern Ireland, and the Kosovo war.

Lara is a high profile Durban Girls’ College Old Girl, and we are so proud of her 
success as a journalist and admire her courage for following human stories 
across the globe.

DGC Online

   Online Portal: https://dgcogg.alumnet.co.za                      www.facebook.com/DGCOGG/

Lara 
Logan

Sue
Meehan
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www.facebook.com/DurbanGirlsCollege/

www.instagram.com/durban_girlscollege/

www.dgc.co.za
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HIGH SCHOOL

Water Polo:
The U14 DGC water polo team participated in the annual Roedean Tournament. It was a fantastic and exciting tour and the DGC team per-
formed admirably finishing in 9th place. There were many lessons learnt and a lot of fun was had by all. The future of water polo at DGC is 
looking bright. 

Thank you to Coach Matthew Petzer for his time and effort preparing the team and for Miss Brodie for looking after the girls on tour. 

This past weekend our 1st Team Water Polo competed in the annual St Stithians Stayers Tournament. What a wonderful weekend of water polo 
it was. The DGC team placed first in their pool and went on to beat St Anne’s in the quarter final. They then met Pearson in the semi-final, it was 
a tight match and the team narrowly lost out by two goals. DGC placed 4th overall in the tournament. Congratulations to Brittney Mottram and 
Emma Herbert who were both selected for the tournament team and to Emma who was nominated goal keeper of the tournament. 

A big thank you to Coach Courtney Momberg for guiding the girls through the tournament and to Manager Ms Haggard for all your effort in 
looking after the team.

Indoor Hockey:

Cycling:
Amber Schlebusch  completed the Amashova Cycle Race this weekend and had a fantastic race. Amber was 9th Lady overall in a field of 681 
female cyclists and 1st in her Age Group category, in a time of 2:55:53. Congratulations, Amber!

Results
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Team
 
1st Team Squad
1st Team Squad 
U16 Squad 
U16 Squad 

Opposition 

DGHS
Maris Stella
Maris Stella 
DGHS 

Result

DGC won 
DGC won 
DGC won 
DGC won 

Score

5-0
4-0
5-0
9-0
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SENIOR PRIMARY

Glenmore Primary General Knowledge Quiz: 2017:
Certificates of Participation: 
• Shannon Blades
• Sonali Naidoo
• Tazkia Abram
• Madison Bell

Music: 
Trinity College London: Certificates:

Entry Level Award: Initial Piano:
• Sarah Capazorio: with Distinction
• Makayla Holmes: with Distinction
Level 1 Award: Grade 1 Piano:
• Leah Droyman: with Distinction
• Nilashri Naidoo: with Distinction
Level 1 Award: Grade 2 Piano:
• Milla Di Paolo: with Distinction
Level 1 Award: Grade 3 Piano:
• Sonali Naidoo: with Distinction
Level 2 Award: Grade 4 Piano:
• Nina Mabusela: with Merit
Level 2 Award: Grade 4 Singing:
• Alice Saulez: with Distinction
• Elizabeth Modola: with Distinction

Ballet:
Makayla Holmes: Certificate: Examination: Grade Four: with Distinction

Water Polo:
Congratulations go to the following girls who made the U13 KZN Water Polo Team:
• Danni Wiseman
• Alexia Geils
• Alex Parry 
• Elizabeth Modola
• Marlise Pretorius
• Ariella Baitz

U13 Water Polo Tour to St Stithians:
Our girls performed exceptionally well at the Water Polo Tournament held at St Stithians from 19 – 22 October. They won all four of their 
games. After losing the semi-final, they came back determined and fought hard to secure a 7-4 win over Crawford Lonehill, to win the bronze 
medal. 

Results at the tournament:
• vs Chisipite from Zimbabwe won 13-6
• vs St Dominic’s won 14-3
• vs Roedean won 32-0
• vs Crawford Lonehill won 8-4
• Semi-final – lost to St Mary’s Waverly 5-8
• Bronze Medal match – won 7-4

Indoor Hockey:
Our U13 teams played in the league at Danville and Maris Stella on Thursday 19 October:
Results as follows:
• vs Crawford La Lucia drew 1-1
• vs Virginia B won 6-0
• vs Chelsea B won 4-3

Results
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The Week Ahead
Monday 30

Tuesday 31

Thursday 2

Friday 3

Day 1
Indoor Hockey League
14h30 SP: U12  vs Northlands B: Reddam House
15h30 SP: U12 vs Atholton: Reddam House
17h10 SP: U12 vs Virginia: Reddam House

Day 2
07h30: ‘DGC Mums Who Pray’: College House 
SP: Gr 7 Exams begin
09h10-10h10 HS: Gr 9 & 10 David Allen Presentation on Alcohol & Drugs Abuse: Lecture Theatre 
09h30-13h00 SP: Gr 4 Roman Day: Functions Room 

Day 3
14h30 SP: Water Polo U10 / U11: DGC 
18h00 HS: Gr 8 2018 New Parent’s Information Evening: Lecture Theatre
08h10: Head Hunters Photo Shoot
 
Day 4
14h30 SP: Swimming Gala: Gordon Road Girls
14h30 SP: Tennis Fixture: vs Fatima: DGC

Day 5
10h10 JP: Gr 00 & R Cake Sale
13h30 SP: Water Polo Tournament: DGC
17h25 HS: U16 Indoor Hockey League: Kloof High School
HS: Grade 11 Exams Start 
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Wednesday 1

27.10.17

Education is not the learning 
of  facts, but the training of  

the mind to think. 
Albert Einstein

“ “


