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This past week has been all about the Matrics of 2017 as they have experienced a number of 
significant rites of passage which celebrate and augment their school careers. They have also 
reached the end of the school-based assessment component in many subjects and have been 
moderated in the additional languages that they take, as well as examined in some of the 
practical components to subjects such as Dramatic Arts, Life Sciences and Visual Arts. The
realisation that school is nearly over has ‘hit’ the girls in different ways with some expressing 
great excitement and using words such as ‘freedom’ and ‘independence’ with verve; while 
others have been more uncertain, even suggesting that they feel afraid and vulnerable because 
of the safety they have felt here. Each girl has experienced a unique educational journey and will 
therefore feel differently about leaving.

All of the girls will agree though, that the rites of passage in this final week provide great 
opportunity for reflection, assessment and gratitude. They have enjoyed Thanksgiving Service, 
celebrated the school’s 140th birthday, acknowledged academic achievement and excellence at 
the Founders’ Day Senior Prize-giving, received their gifts at their final matric assembly and 
official farewell, rang the bell after being cheered on their way by the rest of the school and en-
joyed their Leavers’ Dinner at The Sky Bar where further thanks and more informal awards were 
made. 

We wish the matrics of 2017 success, strength and focus as they leave us to focus on writing the 
Final Examinations and we thank them for the roles they have played at school this year. They are 
ready to disembark the Galleon and I wish them well as they head off in various directions in a 
world that needs them in many ways to make their marks as women of significance. I would also 
like to voice my thanks to the parents of these girls for not only choosing Durban Girls’ College 
for their daughters, but for affording us the privilege of teaching them and getting to know the, 
and for their support of the school.  As I said in my address at Founders’ Day education is not 
something a school does to children. We work together in order to guide and grow the girls who 
attend College in order that they may reach their potential in life.
 
Marianne Bailey - Executive Head

From the Helm

Cassandra
Erasmus
Well done to 
Cassandra, who 
was announced 
Senior 
Sportswoman of 
the Year, along 
with Shannon 
Verster.

College Moments
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JP Music Achievers
We are very proud of our JP girls’ wonderful musical achievements! Well done to 
the following girls who won awards: Sophie Scott � Piano Solo; Lily Corbett  - Voice 
Solo; Lydia Pearson and Saryana Kesaru-Anthony  - Grades 1 to 3 Instrumental 
Ensemble. Saryana Kesaru-Anthony also won the Instrumental Solo.

JP Music Achievers 

Grade 5
Helpers
A big thank 
you to the 
Grade 5 girls 
who helped 
hand out 
doughnuts 
last week!

Good Luck 
for 

Finals!
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Maris Stella Choir Evening

The Junior Primary girls participated in the Maris Stella Choir 
Evening. They did us proud as they sang their flower songs and 
brightened up the occasion with their special coloured lights!

Junior Primary

Senior Primary
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The Grade 7 Entrepreneurial Day 

The Grade 7 Entrepreneurial Day in the Peace Garden has been very 
successful and exciting for all our girls. What a fun way to spend a 
Wednesday morning at DGC!

20.10.17

The Grade 7 Entrepreneurial Day 

The Grade R girls thoroughly enjoyed shopping at the Grade 7 Market Day 
on Wednesday! 

Commemorative Bronze

On Monday our Senior Primary held a commemoration for 
Annabelle Ireland. Annabelle’s family donated a beautiful bronze 
‘Annie B’ to Durban Girls College in honour of her memory to be 
enjoyed by generations of College Girls to come.  
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Assembly and Ceremony

The highly anticipated Founders’ Day Assembly and Ceremony took 
place on Thursday last week. This day of DGC hertitage is looked 
forward to by many DGC girls, parents and Old Girls alike. 

High School
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“Tonight we gather to pay tribute to the class of 2017 and celebrate their 
successes.  I look at you with pride and humility: I am so proud to serve 
you and this wonderful institution and humble to have been given this 
opportunity.  I also cannot help but smile at what the class of 1877 or so 
would say if they could see you now!  I guess they would be shocked 
because so much has changed since then, but also proud to see their 
school still producing young ladies such as yourselves!”
Marianne Bailey - Executive Head

“A College girl plans to make waves in her bright future. She asks 
questions, respectfully. She stands up for what she believes in, 
without disrespecting the beliefs of others. She has an open heart 
to all people, and does not let the differences of others damage her 
execution of respect.”
Abigail Metzer - Head Girl 2017

Founders’ Day

Shwetha Singh - Proxime Accessit to Dux and 
Chloe Royston - Dux

Marianne Bailey - 
Executive Head and 
Samantha Parle, 
winner of  the ‘Sherine 
Higginson Rosebowl 
for All-Round 
Excellence’

Dr Imtiaz Sooliman - Guest Speaker with High 
School Leaders, Heather Goedeke - Head of  High 

School, Marianne Bailey - Executive Head and 
Viv McMenamin - Chairman of  Board

Sandhya Ramcharrun, winner of  the 
Jennifer and Deborah Wilson Prize for 

All-Round  Contribution to College 

Thandeka Gumede and Samantha Parle, winners 
of  the Quinta Essentia Award
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After travelling around Europe for four months I started 
teaching Biology at Kingsway High School in 1984. I spent 15 
years there and then in 2000 took up a post at Durban Girls’ 
College, where I have now spent seventeen very happy 
years.

I have worked with many truly wonderful, professional 
people who have helped me grow as a teacher and a 
person. I have taught some incredible College Girls who 
have made both me and the school proud. My having been 
the Head of Grade 12 for a number of years has enabled me 
to work closely with the girls who are just about to leave 
Durban Girls’ College and launch themselves in the real 
world. I am constantly amazed at how effortlessly the girls 
evolve into confident, compassionate and creative young 
ladies who soar to new heights in terms of their academics, 
sport, cultural, leadership and service portfolios in school. I 
have no doubt that they will make huge strides in their lives 
beyond school and leave indelible marks on the world as so 
many of them have already done. These young ladies are 
the future of our country and the future looks bright. It is 
both a pleasure and a privilege to be a Durban Girls’ College 
teacher and I cherish the many bonds that I have forged 
here.

  If you would like to keep up with daily life at DGC, like us    
  on Facebook and follow us on Instagram! Our likes have   
  increased from 1 898 in April to 2 453 in August 2017.  
  Also be sure to check out our new and improved website!

Towards the end of each school year we give 
our support staff (estate, cleaning and security) 
a hamper of goodies as a small token of our 
appreciation for their work at our school. 

The hampers are made up of basic grocery 
items, as well as a few ‘nice to haves’, for 
December. These items are allocated to each 
class in the school (except for Grade 5 who 
make their contribution at a different support 
staff event) and then once they are all collected, 
packed into bags by some of the girls. It’s a DGC 
team effort! Please can we appeal to everyone 
to have their items in by Friday, 27 October at 
the latest.

From our Chaplain

Meet Our Staff

Alumna
Greetings from Durban! I [Elisabeth Makumbi] am an old girl from 2008 and I 
humbly request an opportunity to present my story to your school and staff. 

To begin, I was an average student. By the end of finals, I did not have any As on 
my report card but in my opinion, I did  relatively well. I wanted to attend UCT 
for my undergraduate degree but did not gain admission because of my marks. I 
was devastated and I thought my dreams were over. But instead, I attended UP, 
and completed my LLB degree. I worked hard and long, and through 
perseverance and strength, I was appointed as a candidate attorney to complete 
my articles of clerkship at one of the top law firms in SA.  I then graduated with 
a masters degree from a top university in USA, Georgetown law in Washington 
D.C. Consequently, I worked at the World Bank and returned to SA to make a so-
cial impact at home. Recently I was awarded two awards, M&G top 200 leaders 
and Brightest Young Mind in Africa. 

Throughout it all, without the push and resilience I gained at DGC, I became 
the person I always imagined I could be - a leader and strategic thinker in my 
community. 

DGC Online

   Online Portal: https://dgcogg.alumnet.co.za                      www.facebook.com/DGCOGG/

Elisabeth Makumbi

Leigh
Bannister
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www.facebook.com/DurbanGirlsCollege/

www.instagram.com/durban_girlscollege/

www.dgc.co.za
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HIGH SCHOOL

Music: 

Ethekwini Eisteddfod:
The following High School pupils recently competed in the Ethekwini Eisteddfod:
Dina and Kaela Simpson (Grade 9) were awarded first place. Gold star certificates and 96% for their instrumental duet and Gold Star certificates 
and 89% for their piano duet. Dina gained 90% (Gold star certificate) for her piano solo in the Twentieth Century Category.  Kaela gained 88% 
(Gold certificate) for her piano solo in the Twenty-first Century Category.

Ara Naidoo (Grade 10) was awarded a Silver certificate in the Piano grade 6 Romantic section and a Gold Star certificate (90%) in the Grade 6 
Twenty-first Century category.

Niwedita Bhatta (Grade 8) was awarded first place and Gold star certificates in each of the following Grade 6 Piano solos: Baroque, Classical 
and Twentieth Century and came first in the Recital with 94%. Niwedita was announced as the overall winner and Gold medallist in the Grade 6 
Piano competition.

Thandiwe Moyo (Grade 11):
Piano Grade 7 Recital - Gold with 80%
Piano Grade 7 20th Century - Gold with 85%
Piano Grade 7 Romantic - Gold with 85%
Piano Grade 7 Classical - Silver with 76%

ABRSM Practical results:
Cello
Melissa Githinji: passed Grade 1 with distinction
Nicole Hume: passed Grade 3 with merit

Violin
Ria Sookraj: passed Grade 3
Kiara Jeewan: passed Grade 3 with merit
Amelia Darby-Wade: passed Grade 3 with distinction
Emily Thomson: passed Grade 5 with merit

Singing
Klara Robertson: passed Grade 5 with merit
Gillian Nicolson: passed Grade 5 with distinction
Luca Tarboton: passed Grade 2 with distinction
Kiara Jeewan: passed Grade 4 with merit
Julia Lewis: passed Grade 5 with merit

Sport:

Netball: 
Amber de Freitas has also been selected for the u17 KZN Action Netball team. Congratulations, Amber. 

Athletics:
Amber Schlebusch competed at the Grey College, Bloemfontein invitational athletics meeting.
Amber achieved a 3rd place in the 3000m girls Open race as well as a 2nd place in the 1500m Girls U16 race. She was selected as part of the 
PMB / Midlands Invitational Team after being selected at the Pietermaritzburg College trials held in the 3rd term.
Well done Amber on these wonderful results.

Results
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HIGH SCHOOL

Water Polo:
The following girls have been selected to represent their KZN team at the upcoming SA School National Inter Provincial tournament in 
December:
U14
Esihle Zondo
Hanna Porter
Jordan Wakeling
Josie Walton
Kelly Forde
Kira Ribbink
Margot Van Rooyen
Mia Paton
Stella Oglesby
Jaimee Savic - Non travelling reserve 

U15
Jamie Mower
Jessica Masefield
Kayla Ribbink

U16
Amba Brown
Bulelwa Mzimela
Londi Busse
Olwethu Zondo

U19
Ayanda Maphumulo
Brittany Mottram
Cassandra Erasmus
Emma Herbert (GK)
Georgia Cloete
Kaley Mottram
Rachel Williams
Rebecca Perrott

Well done girls and good luck as you prepare for tournament.

The DGC water polo teams took part in the Annual Top Ten competition this past weekend.

It was a fantastic weekend of polo and all of our girls performed admirably and did their school proud.

DGC was the overall winner 
•U14 won their section 
•Kelly Forde was named Goal Keeper of the tournament and Mia Paton Player of the Tournament 
•The U16s placed 2nd in their section 
•The 1st team won their section and Ayanda Maphumulo was named Player of the Tournament 
Well done to the coaches and players on a successful season of Water Polo.

Good luck to the U14 team that will be taking part in the U14 Roedean Tournament this coming weekend and to the 1st team that will be 
participating in the St Stithian’s Stayers Tournament.

Results
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SENIOR PRIMARY

Music:

Trinity Piano Exam Results:
Leah Droyman  Grade 1 Piano: 94% Distinction
Nilashri Naidoo Grade 1 Piano: 98% Distinction
Sonali Naidoo   Grade 3 Piano: 93% Distinction

Classical Ballet:
Certificate of Distinction: Gr 5 Ballet: Willow Eberle
Certificate of Merit: Gr 3: Nandini Gangaram

Gymnastics: 
Certificate and medal: Participation in 2017 South African Gymnastics Games: Willow Eberle

Indoor Hockey:
Monday 9 October: U12 Indoor Hockey:
DGC vs Reddam lost 0 - 2
DGC vs Chelsea lost 1 - 2
DGC vs Umhlali lost 1 - 3

KZN Netball Squad:
Congratulations to Maxine Port who has been selected for the KZN Netball Squad.

Results
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The Week Ahead
Monday 23

Tuesday 24

Thursday 26

Friday 27

Saturday 28

Day 6
11h00: JP Gr 00/R Dress Production for invited guests: Lecture Theatre
14h30 SP: Tennis League
15h30 SP: U12 Indoor Hockey League vs Fatima: Reddam School
17h10 SP: Indoor Hockey League vs Northlands: Reddam School 

Day 7
07h30: ‘DGC Mums Who Pray’: College House 

Day 8
10h35-12h05 SP Gr 6 IEB ITC English Paper: Computer Room 
14h30 SP: U10 & U11 Water Polo Tournament: DGC
17h30 JP: Gr 00/R Production for Parents: Lecture Theatre 

Day 9
08h30-14h30: Heads’ SAHISA Meeting: Our Lady of Fatima School
09h00-13h00 JP: Gr 3 IBTs: Classroom
10h35-12h05 SP: Gr 6 IEB IBT Maths Paper: Classroom
11h00 JP: Gr 00/R Grandparents’ Day: Lecture Theatre
14h30 SP: U13B Indoor Hockey League vs Penzance: Maris Stella
15h50 SP: U13A Indoor Hockey League vs Reddam: Danville Park High 
16h00 SP: U13B Indoor Hockey League vs Chelsea: Maris Stella 
16h30 SP: U13A Indoor Hockey League vs Fatima: Danville Park High 

Day 10
07h30-16h00: DGC College House Christmas Fair: College House
08h30 JP: Gr R to Clifton School
14h00 JP: Gr 3 IBTs
SP: U13 Tennis League: DGC
14h00 SP: Water Polo Tournament U13A: DGC
14h00 SP:U10 Indoor Hockey Tournament: St Mary’s 
15h05 HS: 1st Team  Indoor Hockey Friendly League vs St Mary’s: Maris Stella 
17h25 HS: Indoor Hockey Friendly League 1st Team vs Crawford La Lucia: Maris Stella
17h50 HS: Indoor Hockey Friendly League U16 Team vs Crawford La Lucia: Maris Stella 
18h30-20h30 SP: Manor Gardens Sunset Proms: Gr 6 & 7: Manor Gardens
13h30-16h45 Staff: IT Strategy: Trust House

08h30-12h00 Staff: IT Strategy: Trust House 
08h00 SP: U10 and U11 Indoor Hockey Tournament: Maris Stella
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Wednesday 25
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