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As 2017 draws to a close for Durban Girls’ College, I wish to reflect on a special bit of our 140 year old 
History; the Ifafa Lily, which adorns many of our stained glass windows. I have learnt a lot from our girls 
this year and they are no exception to the calibre of girls who have graced our corridors in the past. 
I have, therefore, taken the liberty of quoting directly from a Grade 7 project done some time ago.

A Story my Grandmother Told Me by Kim Ridgway Form 1.
Every year Miss Moore Smith, who was headmistress of Durban Girls’ College from 1896 – 1924, would 
go to Class 1 and spend some time talking to the girls. My Grandmother remembers vividly when she was 
in Class 1, the story of the Ifafa Lily and how it was from this sturdy plant that they got the school colours.

“I would like all you children”, Miss Moore Smith would say, “to try and be just like the Ifafa Lily. It is a 
strong and upright plant which holds its head up high. It has a perfect flower, growing graciously 
wherever it is planted, never pushing its way to the front of a flower bed, but quietly growing and 
flourishing healthily with very little attention and trouble; and I am sure it is a very happy little flower.
The colour of the flower stands for purity and truth and its leaves are bright and strong. If you children 
could all grow to be like the Ifafa Lily, what happy people you would be and how much happiness you 
would spread all around you.” Ifafa Lily Cyrtanthus mackenii

What wise words and what good advice to share with the Grade 1 class all those years ago. We want 
all our girls to remain strong and upright in a world of changes and challenges; to grow graciously and 
flourish but never at the expense of another, to be happy and to spread their sweet perfume as a blessing 
to others. We want each girl to be the best version of herself, to enjoy her success, and not take her gifts 
and talents for granted, but rather to ensure that she uses them to make the world a better place for all.

Thank you to Miss Moore Smith for being my inspiration this week. 

May I take this opportunity of wishing you all a well-earned holiday and break. May it be a time of 
reflection and celebration of Christmas and other special festivals with dear friends and family.  
Take time to stop and pause, to smell the lilies.

Marianne Bailey - Executive Head 

From the Helm

College Moments
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Grade 7 
Farewell
The Grade 7 
Farewell Dinner 
took place at the 
Durban Country 
Club on 22 
November. It 
was attended by 
SP staff, parents
and Grade 7. 

Living Maths
Olympiad
Our Grade 3 girls 
entered the Living 
Maths Olympiad for 
the first time and were 
awarded 4 Platinum 
Certificates for their 
efforts. Well done to 
Mishara, Bailey, Divya 
and Shreya!

Farewell to Longstanding Staff 
On Wednesday, the College staff were invited to a farewell cocktail evening to say good bye to staff 
members who are leaving Durban Girls' College. We will miss you, Glynis, Leigh and Margie!

Ifafa Lily 
Cyrtanthus 

mackenii
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Birthday Treat with Mrs Conradie 

Each term the birthday girls enjoy a treat with Mrs Conradie. 
Thank you College House for the delicious cupcakes!

Junior Primary

Senior Primary
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SP Seniors’ Outreach Christ-
mas Morning 

The SP Seniors’ Outreach 
Christmas Morning took 
place on the 29 November. 
Senior members of various 
Tafta Lodge institutions were 
invited to attend a morning 
of entertainment by the 
various SP violin groups and 
the SP choir. The Grade 6 
girls contributed to making 
our Seniors’ Christmas Tea 
very special, by providing 
refreshments and traditional 
Christmas eats, which was 
served to them by Grade 7 
girls.
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Grade 3 Countries and 
Cultures Day

The Grade 3 girls Countries 
and Cultures Day was enjoyed 
by all.

High School
Drama Showcase 

Grade 10 girls Georgina Saulez, Victoria McIntosh, Emma 
Mercouris and Anna Teversham were challenged with 
the task of writing their own scripts and incorporating a 
variety of comic techniques such as physical comedy and 
slapstick, chases and verbal wit. The Grade 10s learned 
about a style of comedy called the Commedia Dell Arte 
which originated in Italy in the 1500s and influenced 
comedy in plays from that time. The Grade 10s had such 
fun creating their play, different characters and 
incorporating the use of Italian accents to top it off!

Grade 7 Quiz Integrated Day 

The Grade 7 Quiz Integrated Day with Clifton on 24 November, was 
enjoyed by all.
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I was transferred here from Ulundi in June 2007, by my 
employer, Broll Property Group. My role is the Facilities 
Manager, and my duties includes security, cleaning services, 
contractors and functions.

Over the years, my portfolio has grown somewhat, as I end-
ed up having to catch birds, bats rats and snakes, and even 
chase monkeys. The staff have had me changing flat tyres, 
jump starting flat batteries and repairing broken shoes. I 
was also asked to teach the Matric girls “Basic Car Mainte-
nance” both in theory and practically (changing a tyre).

I have been very involved in setting up the Matric dances, 
the fashion shows and the Grade 11 dances. I thoroughly 
enjoyed making all the stage props for the SP Drama 
Productions. 

Sadly, my time here at this prestigeous school is coming to 
an end, as I retire at end of February. I will sorely miss this 
school, the girls and especially the staff. 

So the Word became human and made his 
home among us. He was full of unfailing love
and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, 
the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.
John 1:14,15

Let me take this opportunity to wish all those 
in the College community who celebrate 
Christmas a very special festive season. Let us 
pray that God will refresh our hearts, which are 
prone to distraction, to once again take in the 
magnitude of his gift to us - his son, who is God 
With Us. 

To all, may you enjoy a restful, joyful and safe 
holiday.

From our Chaplain

Meet the Team 

Alumna
Loreen enjoyed the senior part of her high school career at Durban Girls’ 
College, where she was a prefect, a member of the 1st team hockey, water polo 
and swimming teams. This solid grounding at College allowed her to move on 
to complete her BCom Human Resource Management degree at Potchefstroom 
University. During her time in Potch she was part of the PUKKE 1st team hockey, 
she captained this varsity team as well as the u21 South African team at the 
Junior World Cup and was a member of the Women’s National team in 2009. 

On returning to Durban, she completed her teaching diploma through Unisa and 
went on to marry the man of her dreams, Byron Doherty-Bigara. In 2014 she 
returned to Durban Girls’ College to take her place in the sports department, 
where she values her time guiding girls on the sports field and contributing to 
life at College. 

   Online Portal: https://dgcogg.alumnet.co.za                      www.facebook.com/DGCOGG/
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Dave 
Evans

Loreen 
Doherty-Bigara 
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SP & JP Reports will go home with the girls on break-up day. If your daughter is absent, her report may be collected from Reception from
7 December to 15 December, and thereafter from the 8 January 2018 from 08h30-12h30.

HS Reports: Grade 8 & 9 Reports will go home with the girls on break-up day. Grade 10 & 11 may collect their reports from 11 December to
15 December, and thereafter from 8 January 2018 from 08h30-12h30. Reports not collected will not be posted, they will be distributed on 16 
January 2018. 
 

Reports

info@dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za1.12.17

The Galleon 2016 Yearbook
Our 2016 issue of The Galleon will only be published during the school holidays. Issues will be available during the first week of the new term.

College House
Christmas Stockings!
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SENIOR PRIMARY

London Academy of Music & Dramatic Art:
Certificate: Acting Grade 2: Solo: Milla Di Paolo: Achieved with Distinction

Tennis:
Monday 20 November the SP Tennis team played against Maris Stella. 
We lost the fixture 4 games to two, but lots of fun and improvement has been made along the way. Well played, girls!

Water Polo:
The U13A and B team played against DPHS on Wednesday 22 November. 
In front of a good crowd of spectators, the girls put up a good fight against the boys who were true gentleman in the pool. Water Polo won
the day. Well done to all players involved!

On Friday 24 November, the U11A/B and U13A/B teams played in a tournament at St Mary's. The U13A and B teams were unbeaten on the
day and the U11A and B team only lost one match in the course of the afternoon. It has been a fantastic season, well done girls!

On Saturday 25 November, DGC hosted an U13A Tournament for the top schools in Durban. The U13A team met St Mary's in the final and 
won 7 - 0. 

The U13A team have only lost one match over two terms of Water Polo, which was against St Mary's Waverly in Johannesburg. This is an 
incredible achievement, well done, girls!

Senior Primary Awards Ceremony:
Lana Lapinsky Prize for Dux of the Junior School, Staff Trophy for Dux and Board of Governors’ Scholarship for Dux of the Junior School 
 - Tamara Sweetman

Barbara Reeves Trophy for Runner up to Dux
 - Hannah Hansa

Heather Cross Trophy and Robin Coller Award for Good Fellowship  
- Katia Economou and Nandi Magwaza

The AnnieB Award
- Caroline Cheshire on behalf of the Grade 7s of 2017

Results
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Zoë Frank 
Zoë, Grade 9, recently  participated in the KZN Junior/Senior Stillwater Championships this past Sunday that was held at the Crawford La Lucia 
Pool (due to Kings Park Pool undergoing repair). Zoë's results were as follows:
- She came first in all 5 of her events
- She was the only competitor out of the boys and girls to achieve KZN qualifying times in all 5 events – there were in fact 14 qualifying times 
achieved on the day, 5 of which were Zoë’s.
- Barring one event, she produced the fastest times out of all the girls in both Junior & Senior Ages (There are 6 age groups, Under 15 to U19 
and then Open).

Jena Woodroffe
Jena, Grade 9, placed second in the Ipswich International Poetry Festival, Australia, age 14-15. Along with her certificate, she also won 90
Australian Dollars (ZAR 950). Entrants were allowed to enter any poem of their choosing and original creation.

Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell 
Rachel, Grade 10, competed in the National Atterbury Piano Competition hosted in Pretoria. She competed over four days and won the 15
years and younger national Piano title and was also placed second overall in the country 19 years and under.

From our Proud Parents



The Week Ahead
Monday 4

Tuesday 5

Day 6
07h40-08h10 SP & HS Assembly: Centenary Hall
07h45-14h30 Adams Book Sales: Functions Room
08h40-09h40: Carol Service Rehearsal: Centenary Hall
18h00 College House Boarders’ Christmas Dinner: College House 

Day 7
07h40-08h40 Carol Service Rehearsal: Centenary Hall
08h30 JP: Gr 3 Breakfast with Parents’: JP Hall
08h45 – 10h00:SP Celebration Assembly: Lecture Theatre
09h00 JP: Gr 3 Rites of Passage and Farewell to JP
JP Break up Day:
Gr 00: 10h30
Gr R: 10h40
Gr 1: 10h50
Gr 2: 11h00
10h30-11h30 SP: Gr 7 Bell Ringing Ceremony: SP Entrance: Followed by tea in the Peace Garden
18h00 HS & SP Carol Service: Centenary Hall

Day 8
09h30:Final Assembly 
10h10: HS & SP: Breakup Day 
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Wednesday 6

1.12.17

Success isn't about how much
money you make, it's about the difference 

you make in people's lives.
Michelle Obama

“ “

Wishing you a 
Merry Christmas 

and  Happy New Year!

Tuesday 16 January 2018.

Back to School


