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T he Galleon 2016 serves as a 
record of  the year. It records the 
successes and achievements of  

our school. It reflects on outings and 
relationships. The photographs are of  
happy, smiling girls who are relishing 
the opportunities they have been 
afforded on many fronts.

How we view success is indicative of  
our relationship with life. Whether it be 
parent or child, teacher or pupil, team 
or individual, it’s about what we do and 
when we do it, it’s how we do it and our 
attitudes when we do it.  We have to 
connect not only with the opportunity 
but with those with whom we engage 
when afforded opportunities.  All of  
this will contribute to our happiness.

Acting Head’s Report
2016

Mahatma Gandhi defines happiness 
as ‘consistency between our values, 
thoughts and actions’”. This school 
magazine conveys happiness, and my 
prayer is that our values as a school 
will continue to underpin all we do to 
ensure ongoing happiness.  

Our thoughts have an impact on our 
actions. Therefore, what we think, not 
only of  ourselves, but also of  others, 
influences the roles that others play in 
our lives, and subsequently effects the 
difference that we can make in theirs.  
Our actions must always contribute 
positively to our world - all needs to  
be in synergy if  we are to experience 
true happiness.

Next year, Durban Girls’ College 
celebrates its 140th Birthday.   
What a privilege we have to be part 
of  the fabric that makes our school. 
We will remain forever indebted to 
the forward thinking founders of  this 
educational institution of  excellence.  
They understood the value of  educating 
young women, not only to uplift them, 
but to afford them their rightful place 
as contributors to the world at large.

Marianne Bailey

“Mahatma Gandhi 
defines happiness as 
consistency between 
our values, thoughts 
and actions.” 
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High School

 Leadership

Old Leaders 2016 and
New Leaders 2017

Left to Right: Zara Govender, Sarah Kanamugire, Sandhna Ramklass, Inessa Rajah, Georgina Zaloumis, 
Abigail Metzer, Sandhya Ramchurrun, Thandiwe Ntloko, Kellyn Pincus, Megan Thorrington-Smith.
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Archives
The Archives is a special place 

where thousands of  stories 
and adventures are stored and 

rediscovered by enquiring minds. With 
data ranging from as early as the 1800s 
to present day, the Archives has it all. 

I have had the privilege of  being 
Head of  the Archives this year and I 
worked with a group of  wonderful and 
enthusiastic Grade 11 girls who were 
part of  the committee. 
 
This year, the committee made 
stunning “throwback” posters for Old 
Girls’ Day, and we maintained and 
upheld the Archive Prestige by adding 
in more data for 2016. We also helped to 
find more information for past pupils 
of  Durban Girl’s College who wanted to 
find out more about their history.

Anyone who has been to the Archives 
will know that there are many 
interesting things to see as well as facts 
just waiting to awe you, such as:

• At one stage Durban Girls’ College 
had a Junior Primary with both 
boys and girls. 

• When the Queen visited South 
Africa, some DGC girls had 
gone to welcome her and she 
complimented them on their 
Panama Hats.

•  The inclusion of  mysteries, such  
as the girl who was named the Dux 
of  the School for two consecutive 
years, and discovering the answers 
to them. 

. . . .and the list could go on. 

If  you have not been there yet, I urge 
you to go and indulge yourself  in this 
rich history that we have as a school.  
I would like to take the opportunity 
to thank my committee for being so 
helpful and willing this year. I would 
also like to extend my thanks to Mrs 
Neilson and Ms Blankenburg who  
were with us for part of  this year. 

A big thank you to Mrs Rene Bowyer, 
who is new to the College family  
this year, for her support, guidance and 
encouragement as we fulfilled  
our tasks.  

Lastly, I would like to wish the Head for 
next year, Kiara, and her committee and 
supporting staff members all the best 
for their future and I trust that they will 
continue the good work.

Godspeed the Galleon safely  
on her way.

Nikita Deyal
Head of Archives 2016

“This year, the 
committee made 
stunning “throwback” 
posters for Old Girls’ 
Day and we maintained 
and upheld the Archive 
Prestige by adding in 
more data for 2016. ”

2016 Report

Archives Committee

Row 1: Simira Ransumer, Christine Barrow, Kiyana Bissasser, Gyana Singh, Kiara Lakaram
Row 2: Radhapriya Ramjettan, Kiara Perumal, Nikita Deyal, Sandhya Ramcharrun, Mbali Myeza
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Library
The face of  libraries may be 

continually evolving to meet 
the ever-changing needs of  

the Information Age’s digital natives, 
but the heart remains the same: to 
provide a refuge for reading, research, 
reflection and recreation.

At DGC, the library is a busy, buzzing 
place, where books fly off the shelves 
and space at the computers is usually 
at a premium. The relatively recent 
introduction of  Wi-Fi connectivity and 
the iPad programme has added another 
dimension to the library, enabling the 
girls to use portable devices, as well as 
books and desktop computers, for both 
research and recreational reading.

It has been interesting to observe that, 
while many girls do read books on their 
iPads and Smartphones, ‘old-school’ 
print-on-paper has not yet gone out 
of  style – although the girl curled up 
in an armchair after school, engrossed 
in a paperback, invariably has that 
signature white earbud embedded in 
her ear!

This year we continued the practice of  
having a ‘blended team’ of  monitresses, 
comprising of  mostly new Grade 10 
recruits and a number of  last year’s 
Grade 10 monitresses who elected to 
stay on board for their Grade 11 year. 

Our Grade 12 Head and Vice-Head of  
Library, Attiya Omarjee and Kiara 
Reddy, both began their service to the 
library in their Grade 10 year and were 
therefore well prepared to lead the 2016 
team – and they did a sterling job! 

The lot of  the library monitress is not 
always enviable: she has to maintain a 
balance between appearing welcoming 
and approachable, while being able to 
quell the unruly with a glacial glare;  
she must be able to recommend the 
perfect book to captivate the most 
reluctant of  readers, and identity the 
right book without the benefit of  either 
the title or the author’s name; she 
must know the alphabet backwards 
and forwards (or be able to sing the 
Alphabet Song silently) and, last but 
not least, she must have the strength  
of  a young Amazon in order to shelve 
piles of  books. 

These young ladies earn their badges 
and the 2016 team have fulfilled their 
duties cheerfully and efficiently, 
proving to be a wonderful support  
both to their Heads and to me.  
Thank you, ladies!

On a sad note, one of  our Grade 
10 monitresses, Nomvelo Dube, 
died unexpectedly earlier this year. 
Courageous, kind, a loyal friend, and 
always cheerful despite the many very 
real challenges she faced, Nomvelo’s 
light shone brightly in her small  
corner of  the world and many will  
miss her warmth. 

As I write this report, we have once 
again embarked on the dreaded annual 
stock-take. It is at times like this that 
I realise how many of  our girls read – 
and how many are reluctant to return 
their books! I would be remiss if  I did 
not, at this point, pay tribute to  

Mrs Mercy Kweyama, our library 
assistant, who is a tower of  strength 
and without whom we could not  
offer the service we do. Much loved 
by staff and girls alike, many people 
suspect that ‘Miss Mercy’ really runs 
the library!

If, in years to come, our girls - by then 
proud College Old Girls’ – can look 
back on their school years with fond 
memories of  the library as a safe space 
where they could weave dreams for 
their future, and if  they still seek  
solace between the pages of  an old 
favourite and approach a new book 
with a sense of  excitement, we will  
have done our job. 

Jacci Lewis
Senior Librarian

2016 Report

Senior Library Monitresses

Row 3: Humairaa Khalid; Raeesah Arbee; Zahra Carrim; Nina Mabusela; Isabelle Pattenden; Amy Mungle; Reyhana Jacobs; Kirsten Dorkin
Row 2: Simira Ramsumer; Kiara Reddy (Vice-Head of  Library); Mrs J Lewis; Callula Clay-Smith; Sandhya Ramcharrun

Row 1: Lamees Akoo; Shreya Nathwani; Tara Miller; Nomcebo Sibiya; Nomvelo Dube
Absent: Attiya Omarjee (Head of  Library); Ammaarah Joosab
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Committees
Catering Committee

Caritas Committee

Row 3: Andrea Dolphin , Singila Khosa,  Ruth Thumbi, Georgina Miller, Raeesah Arbee
Row 2: Micaela Kapp, Hawa Bibi, Shreya Dabideen,  Humairoa Khalid

Row 1: Kirsten Dorkin, Isabelle Pattenden,  Amelia Pattenden, Wangui Ngotho, Caitlyn le Grange

Row 2: Mbali Myeza, Tara Miller, Bianca Rey, Callula Clay-Smith
Row 1: Loren Johnston, Mrs Melany Potgieter, Sam Parle

Art Committee

Row 3: Ye Jin Kwon, Emma Dain, Emma Criticos, Cassandra De Abreu, Courtney Gore     
Row 2: Jessica Dawson, Lamis Hassim, Mrs. Joan Martin, Chia-Chi Chen, Lara Rabinowitz 

Row 1: Bianca O’Byrne, Swetha Maharaj, Khevna Rajout 
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Junior Debating

Grade 8 Debating Durban Youth Council

Row 2: Ara Naidoo, Riya Gopal, Andrea Reddy, Diyajal Prakash, Carina Ramlagan, Cenelle Gounden, Afau Aryetey
Row 1: Seyanne Govender, Wayne Schwartz, Anzel Pansegrouw

Row 2: Aalia Kajee, Samira Salduker, Amaarah Amod, Leyyah Jadwat 
Row 1: Simran Singh, Wayne Schwartz, Samishka Reddy

Row 2: Samantha Parle, Maria Corte Portela, Kellyn Pincus
Row 1: Loren Johnston, Sandhya Ramcharrun, Simira Ramsumer

Senior Debating

Row 2: Chelsea Swanepoel, Chanelle Pretorius, Prajna Chowthee, Stahbile Sithole
Row 1: Wayne Schwartz, Ashmira Ramsewak , Aliki Divaris



Page | 13 Page | 14www.dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon | 2016 The Galleon | 2016

IT
We were very excited this 

year to welcome our new IT 
Manager, Denzil Curtis, to 

the Computer Department. Denzil 
and his two assistants are responsible 
for ensuring the smooth running of  
the network and all the computer 
equipment. The school is really 
fortunate to have such a great team 
running its IT, and it is thanks to them 
that the use of  IT integrates so easily 
into daily administrative tasks and 
teaching and learning.

Our network infrastructure at DGC is 
very good and our Wi-Fi is of  enterprise 
standard, with wide coverage across 
the school.  Computers in the computer 
rooms are replaced every four years 
with new ones so our equipment is 
always in good working order and up-
to-date.  The girls really appreciate the 
state-of-the-art computers, and so were 
delighted when all the computers in the 
Senior Computer Room were replaced 
in September.  

The iPad programme now includes 
Grades 9 - 12.  Many innovative projects 
are being done on the iPads, and the 
girls are becoming expert users of  
many of  the different apps.  “App 
smashing” has also become the norm, 
with girls frequently integrating the 
output of  several different apps in 
order to achieve their required finished 
product. The Senior Primary continue 
to make good use of  the bank of  25 
iPads available to them, and the Junior 
Primary are really enthusiastic about 
the use of  their bank of  iPads!

The 2016 Computer Monitresses did 
a great job of  overseeing the use of  
the computers in the Computer Room 
during breaks, and assisting girls with 
homework and any problems they had 
in completing digital projects.  Many 
thanks to them for their hard work and 
commitment this year.

Sue Ausmeier
Head of IT

2016 Report

Culture Kudos

Computer Monitresses

Row 2: Chulumanco Qoboshiyane, Chelsea Swanepoel, Chia Chi Chen, Amkela Makhanya
Row 1: Lamis Hassim (Vice-head), Mrs Marika Kleyn, Mia van Biljon (Head)

Row 2: Maseeha Ally, Samantha Parle, Jennie Van Dyk; Georgia Smith, Jade Lombard, Melokuhle Majozi, Kiara Lakaram
Row 1: Radhapriya Ramjettan, Megan Thorrington-Smith, Khevna Rajput (Head Computer Monitress),  

Georgia Miller, Rénce Jacobs
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Environment Committee

Row 5: Raeesa Suleman, Jennie Van Dyk, Megan Thorrington-Smith, Joscelyn Howard, Jessica Winsper
Row 4: Ntokozo Myeza, Shreya Nathwani, Maria Corte Portela, Christine Barrow, Jena Woodroffe, Loren Johnston
Row 3: Aalia Kajee, Caitlin Lloyd, Zahra Carrim, Courtney Gore, Callula Clay-Smith, Mbali Myeza, Micaela Kapp

Row 2: Shreea Maharaj, Laura Peirson, Cassandra de Abreu, Raeesah Arbee, Catherine O’Flaherty, Puja Pande
Row 1: Demi Donjeany, Reyhana Jacobs, Prajna Chowthee, Miss Harrison, Nina Bulteel, Miya-Belle Zinn, Kimara Naidoo

Poetry Club

Row 3: Gemma Erkskin,Chelsea Swanepoel, Jennie van Dyk, Wangui Ngotho, Alexia Manduell, Sinesipho Ngambu
Row 2: Demi Donjeany, Melokuhle Majozi, Jena Woodroffe, Ashmira Ramsewak, Reyhana Jacobs, Mbali Myeza, Holly Munks

Row 1: Kwanisayi Mandimutsira, Sarah Kitching, Ms Parvathy Naidu, Thandeka Gumede, Gemma Early

Committees

Spirit Committee

Row 3: Chulumanco Qoboshiyane, Nicola Cooper, Kaylee Dry, Olivia Thompson, Ntokozo Myeza, Amy Ellis
Row 2: Anna Cochrane, Nambitha Bolani (Head of  Spirit), Mrs Campbell-Gillies, Sarah Kanamuguire, Lara Rabinowitz

Row 1: Amkela Makhanya, Georgina Zaloumis, Miya-Belle Zinn, Sthabile Sithole, Nina Bulteel, Itumeleng Qholosha
Absent: Lusanda Ndlovu, Wangui Ngotho, Ayanda Dlamini
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Marketing Committee

The Lookout

Row 4: Rebecca Perrot, Maria Corte-Portella, Wangui Ngotho, Jehnara Naidoo, Ayanda Dlamini, Olivia Thomson
Row 3: Cassandra de Abreu, Callula Clay-Smith, Zahra Carrim, Loren Johnstone, Kourtney Gore, Georgina Miller, Ayanda Maphumulo

Row 2: Sthabile Sithole, Natasha Viera, Humairah Amojee, Nicola Cooper, Kiara Perumal, Maseeha Ally
Row 1: Demi Donjeany, Yamika Archary, Amkela Makhanya, Mrs Dawn Cameron, Chulumanco Qoboshiyane,  

Thandiwe Ntloko, Swetha Singh

Row 3: Diyajal Prakash, Ruth Thumbi, Ayanda Dlamini, Emma Herbert, Georgina Zaloumis, Diyara Prakash
Row 2: Jessica Dawson, Glenda Watt, Layla Lombard (Editor of  ‘The Lookout’), Ashmira Ramsewak, Inessa Rajah

Row 1: Amy Mungle, Chia Chi Chen, Chanelle Pretorious, Abigail Metzer

Hall Management 1

Hall Management 2

Row 2: Megan Thorington-Smith, Sarah Kruger, Sarah Hampson, Casey-May Lewis, Suzzana Spooner 
Row 1: Kiyana Bissasser, Isabella Holmes, Sandhya Ramcharrun

Row 2: Casey-May Lewis, Megan Thorington-Smith, Sarah Hampson, Suzzana Spooner, Sandhya Ramcharrun
Row 1: Sarah Kruger, Wayne Schwartz, Isabella Holmes, Kiyana Bissasser
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SCA

IDF

Row 3: Jade Busse, Rence Jacobs, Wangui Ngotho, Kenya Corte Portela, Mikayla Edgely, Abigail Metzer, Amy Michau
Row 2: Emma Sharratt, Georgia Smith, Megan Thorrington-Smith, Miss Michelle Edgcumbe, Itumeleng Qholosha,  

Darielle Pillay, Phumi Khumalo
Row 1: Arin Pincus, Callula Clay-Smith, Jamie Mower, Samantha Parle, Georgina Miller

Inreach

Grade Mentors

Row 2: Jessica Dawson, Olivia Thomson, Caroline Dowsett, Ashmira Ramsewak
Row 1: Kaitlyn Sodalay, Chanelle Pretorius, Mev Charmaine Jansen, Nirvana Govender

Row 3: Reyhana Jacobs, Glenda Watt, Chelsea Swanepoel, Ashmira Ransewak
Row 2: Mbali Myeza, Humairaa Khalid, Olivia Banda, Gatesi Muligande, Kirsten Dorkin

Row 1: Raeesah Arbee, Sinesipho Gambu, Seyanne Govender
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Outreach
Community Engagement

This quote encapsulates our 
Community Engagement 
activities at DGC.  This large 

portfolio embraces the support of  all 
kinds of  worthy causes. And of  course, 
we’d love to be able to help them all.  
However, each year careful thought 
must be given to the planning of  the 
projects we take on, in order to be 
effective and wise stewards of  what we 
have. 
 
In each phase there are a variety of  
community engagement initiatives 
which the girls are encouraged to 
support.  Some of  these are the same 
each year, and some are once-off – but 
all are given special time and attention 
as we seek to be a blessing to others 
in our immediate community and to 
others further afield.
 
Some highlights from 2016 include the 
following:

Valentine’s projects: The JP and SP 
enjoyed a Valentine’s Civvies Day, and 
the ‘fee’ for this was a second-hand pair 
of  shoes for Kusa Kusa Primary school.  
The Grade 3 girls, in particular, interact 
with Kusa Kusa pupils during the year 
in various ways.  The shoes were taken 
to Kusa Kusa and several families 
assisted with the distribution of  new 
shoes to their delighted recipients.

Water Crisis: The HS C/E and 
Environmental committees joined 

forces to collect and donate water 
to Ezemvelo KZN. The water was 
distributed to a school in northern 
KZN that did not benefit from 
water collection projects by other 
organisations.

Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni:  The 
nursery schools with whom we 
have such history have felt quite 
disconnected from us in recent past.  
As such the Old Girls’ Guild, which 
has a sub-committee responsible for 
keeping in touch with these schools 
and assisting them in various ways, has 
undertaken to improve communication 
between DGC and the nursery schools.  
This began in 2016 with creating a 
professional video which can be used 
to give DGC girls and staff an overview 
of  the history of  and running of  the 
schools, especially in the run-up to the 
annual Old Girls’ Street Collection in 
March.

As a proactive step towards increasing 
this relationship, the Grade 7 teachers 
arranged an outing in April for the 
Grade 7 girls to spend time with the 
Grade R children from the Enkuliso and 
Ekujabuleni nursery schools at Peoples 
Park.  They brought second-hand 
storybooks to read with the children 
and then gave the books to them to take 
home.  The Old Girls’ Guild supported 
the outing by providing refreshments.  
This could be a meaningful event in 
future years, which then builds into 
the Grade 8 focus on these schools, 
culminating in their annual Christmas 
party in the park.  Further to this, a 
contingent of  high school girls visited 
Enkuliso on the occasion of  their 70th 
birthday in June.  Armed with cake, 

various toys and stationery supplies, as 
well as teacher pamper packs, the girls 
joined in with the children’s classes 
before we all gathered together for the 
presentation of  the gifts to the staff.  
They were overwhelmed by the simple 
tokens of  appreciation.  The girls loved 
seeing the place they often hear about, 
and made lots of  little friends that 
morning.

Grade 5 cake sale for Rippon:  The 
proceeds from this annual cake sale 
are given to Rippon School in the 
Overport area. Claire McCormack (ex 
DGC mum) and Belinda Perrot (present 
parent) go into this school weekly to 
teach art lessons to the Grade 3 pupils. 
When they arrived there, they had no 
facility and no stationery with which to 
teach art. The Grade 5 girls took on the 
initiative to raise money for them so 
that we are able to buy paint, brushes, 
paper, glitter, etc. 

Hospice “Sponsor a Nurse”:  Partial 
beneficiary of  2015’s DGC Day, Hospice 
‘Sponsor a Nurse’ Campaign allocated 
DGC a nurse, Sister Kash.  She came 
to meet the Community Engagement 
Committee in April to chat about her 
role at Hospice and answer questions 
related to her day-to-day tasks. 
 
The School SleepOUT:  Linked with 
the CEO SleepOUT, which takes 
place annually in Johannesburg, 
approximately 25 HS girls participated 
in the 2016 School SleepOUT.  
DGC was the only school in KZN 
to do so.  This event attempts to 
raise awareness on the issue of  
homelessness, create increased 
perspective and gratitude, and  

provide opportunity to support a  
local charity of  choice.

SPCA collection:  The JP and SP  
were thrilled to have a visit from The 
Amazing Dog Show in June, which 
ended a week-long collection of  pet 
food in both phases.  The collected 
items were presented to grateful 
representatives from the SPCA.
 
Support Staff Gratitude Tea:  Though 
not strictly Outreach, this event has 
become an annual highlight early in 
the 4th term.  It is run by the Grade 5 
classes and provides a tea and some 
special goodies for all support staff on 
the premises.  From 2017, this will be 
added to the Inreach portfolio.

Sanitary Wear Campaign:  The HS 
Community Engagement Committee 
began fundraising in Term 3 for a 
campaign they feel passionately about.  

Early in 2017 they partnered with Subz, 
an organisation which produces and 
distributes re-usable sanitary wear,  
so as to provide for girls who miss 
school monthly as they cannot afford 
to buy disposable sanitary wear.  They 
were pleased to hand over R10000 to 
Subz in February 2017.
 
A big thank you to the High School 
Community Engagement Committee of  
2016, and their Head and Vice, Shreya 
Dabideen and Sthabile Sithole, for 
all their behind-the-scenes ideas and 
commitment to a challenging portfolio.  
Thank you also to the staff members, 
parents and girls in all 3 phases who 
love helping others and who supported 
these initiatives, and many others, 
throughout the year. 

“Do small things with 
great love” 
– Mother Teresa

Outreach Committee

Row 5: Zara Govender, Anna Panzegrouw, Emma Herbert, Sarah Kanamagurie, Seyanne Govender, Callula Clay-Smith
Row 4: Kiara Lakaram, Raeesah Arbee, Glenda Watt, Olivia Banda, Chia Chi Chen, Zahra Carrim, Aaliya Lockhat

Row 3: Humairah Amojee, Nina Bulteel, Andrea Dolphin, Ruth Tumbi, Simira Ramsumer, Jessica Boonzaier
Row 2: Alex McCabe, Shreya Dabideen, Ms Michelle Edgcumbe, Sthabile Sithole, Rae McCabe
Row 1: Micaela Kapp, Kristi van Straaten, Miya-Belle Zinn, Caitlin Honeywell, Zah’ra Seedat
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SRC
2016 has been a year where we 

have had to stand with integrity 
and determination in the face of  

periodic opposition. Whether it was to 
organise a gender-equality day or to 
implement a new, inclusive hair-policy, 
the SRC has stood firm in its resolve to 
ensure that the voices and opinions of  
all students are heard. 

In keeping with the country’s move 
to minimize racial tension, the 
SRC encouraged girls to support 
the idea of  an equal society, united 
in its differences through the 
#RacismStopsWithUs Campaign. This 
was our attempt to challenge racism 
at a school level. The campaign in no 
way attempted to overshadow the 
importance of  racial discussion, but 
rather served as a reminder that racism 
should not divide us, be it on the sports 
field, in the classroom or through 
performing arts. 

We took the decision to make our Hair 
Policy more inclusive, and after the 
Pretoria Girls’ High School’s policy was 
challenged, it became more apparent 
that we follow through with this 
decision. We engaged rigorously with 
various stakeholders to ensure that 
there was appropriate representation 
with minimal bias. 

In addition to the Hair Policy, the 
need to review the school’s Badge 
and Colours Policy became evident. 

The SRC played an important role in 
ensuring that the needs of  both the 
students and school management were 
met. The SRC ensured that whilst the 
Badge Policy allowed for recognition of  
school-related activities, the modified 
Colours Policy recognised the effort 
that girls put into out-of-school 
activities. 

Approximately 5 million schoolgirls 
in South Africa are denied access to 
sanitary pads, and this impacts their 
school lives negatively. With the help 
of  Subpadz, and working alongside 
Community Engagement, we raised 
an estimated R6000 and were able to 
provide 32 girls with reusable sanitary 
pads. We are positive that the school 
will endorse this initiative for the 
future.  

The HeForShe Day formed our SRC’s 
annual project, with the focus being 
gender equality. We held a morning 
event wherein we invited a guest 
speaker, whose research areas included 
gender and women empowerment, 
to address the students. Thereafter, 
we collaborated with Clifton College 
in order to engage in activities and 
encourage gender-equality discussions.
 
Whilst it was clear that gender 
inequality is a very real issue, and that 
gender stereotypes are endorsed and 
encouraged even at a school level, we 
were confident that we encouraged girls 

2016 Report

and boys to broaden their mindsets and 
join the movement towards creating 
more gender-equal societies. We 
received recognition for our valuable 
contribution to creating gender-equal 
societies from the United Nations! An 
indication of  the success of  this venture 
can be measured by the fact that it 
has now been incorporated into both 
schools’ calendars as an annual event.

It has been a productive year with many 
lessons learnt, and we are confident 
that we have further established the 
SRC’s position and importance in the 
school. We would like to place on record 
our gratitude to Mrs Pentecost, who 
was a constant source of  motivation 
and guidance. We would also like to 
commend our council members on 
their maturity and their valuable 
contributions throughout the year. We 
hope that the dialogue and initiatives 
that the SRC has ignited will aid in 
speeding “the Galleon safely on its way”. 

Zara Govender & Sadhna Ramklass 
Head and Vice-Head of SRC 2016

Row 3: Gatesi Muligande, Chanelle Pretorius, Sarah Kanamugire, Jocelyn Howard, Casey Smart
Row 2: Ara Naidoo, Rebekah Torrens, Jena Woodroffe, Kellyn Pincus, Thandiwe Ntloko, Jaime Altshuler

Row 1: Caroline Dowsett, Zara Govender (Head of  SRC), Mrs Fiona Pentecost, Sadhna Ramklass (Vice Head of  SRC), Phumelele Khumalo
Absent: Emma Sharratt

SRC 2016
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Drama & 
Performing 
Arts

Theatre does many things. It 
entertains, uplifts, disturbs 
and challenges us on all 

levels; emotionally, viscerally and 
psychologically. It offers opportunities 
for us to grow, question, debate, laugh 
and cry… to be human.

It seems that this thinking inspired 
the scriptwriters of  the House Plays 
this year. The 6 houses divided up into 
3 teams and wrote scripts on topics 
of  their choice to provide an exciting 
vehicle for exhibiting a variety of  
talents in acting, singing, dance and 
movement. The three teams Churchill-
Rutherford, Greenacre-Cottam 
and Palmer-Hunter tackled issues 
around fate, gang violence, abusive 
relationships and power struggles.

The Adjudication panel comprised of  
Ms Jessica Sole, who is a DGC Old Girl 
(2008) and accomplished professional 
actress, well-respected in the South 
African theatre world; Miss Kathryn 
Smith; Miss Petra Conrads and  
Ms Watson. Congratulations to the 
prize-winners.

The Annabelle Nichol Trophy for Best Actress:
[RUTHERFORD-CHURCHILL]
Kwanisayi Mandimutsira
Abigail Metzer

The Jodi Edmunds Trophy for  
Best Director/s:
[HUNTER-PALMER]
Cassandra Erasmus
Thandeka Gumede

Trophy for Best Play:
GREENACRE-COTTAM

Outstanding Versatility in Performance:
[RUTHERFORD-CHURCHILL]
Jennie Van Dyk, Dina Simpson, 
Kaela Simpson

Highly Commended Performance:
Thandeka Gumede [HUNTER-PALMER]
Gyana Singh [HUNTER-PALMER]
Ruth Thumbi [GREENACRE-COTTAM]

Outstanding Script and concept:
[HUNTER-PALMER]
Thandeka Gumede

Outstanding Choreography
and Dancing:
[HUNTER-PALMER]
Hannah Oberholzer

Outstanding Dance Item:
[HUNTER-PALMER]
Hannah Oberholzer, Lori Niemand
Megan Thorrington-Smith, 
Lauren Tindall

Dance item Highly Commended:
[RUTHERFORD-CHURCHILL]
Georgia Rodger, Dina Simpson, 
Roxy Thornton

Outstanding Musical Arrangement  
and Performance:
GREENACRE-COTTAM

Outstanding Musician and Singer:
[GREENACRE-COTTAM]
Wangui Ngotho

Highly Commended Accompanist:
[GREENACRE-COTTAM]
Samantha Parle

Commended Accompanist:
[RUTHERFORD-CHURCHILL]
Kaela Simpson

Culture Kudos, as always, revealed 
the multiple talents of  our girls, 
who entertained the audience with a 
vast array of  dance styles, music and 
singing, and slam poetry. Thanks to 
the Culture Kudos Committee and Mrs 
Campbell-Gilles for their organisation 
of  the event.

On the 24th July, the Grade 12 girls 
attended the Dramatic Arts Winter 
School at Thomas More School, which 
the girls always find of  immense 
academic support prior to Trial and 
Final exams. The Winter School has 
lecturers addressing the matriculants 
on their set plays and exam techniques.
The Grade 12 girls performed their 
Final IEB Practical programmes on the 
23rd September. 

The Grade 10 and 11 Drama pupils 
watched these exams, as they are then 
able to see the very high standard of  
work they need to strive for when they 
get to Grade 12. The Grade 12 parents 
were there to support the girls and 
they provided a warm and receptive 
audience.  The Grade 12 girls excelled 
and we are very proud of  them. 

Theatre outings are always special. 
The Grades 10-12 Drama girls saw the 
spectacular Kickstart production of  
“Into The Woods” in April, and we were 
visited by the multi-award winning 
Director of  the show, Steven Stead, who 
chatted to us about the concept and 
rehearsal process of  the show - what a 
treat! 

The Grade 11 Drama girls and I attended 
a National Theatre Live production at 
the Cinema Nouveau in October. We 
saw “The Threepenny Opera” – a play 
by the German playwright, Brecht, 
done in his unique theatrical style, 
which the girls will study in Matric. 
What wonderful grounding for our girls 
to witness first-hand, as if  we were in 
that theatre in London!

The Grade 11 Drama girls and I  
attended the Hilton Jongozi Arts 
Festival on the 16th September, and 
came away stimulated and excited  
after seeing three outstanding shows. 

I also took the Grade 11 Drama girls to 
see their first National Theatre Live 
production at the Cinema Nouveau 
in October, and we saw a brilliant live 
performance of  “The Threepenny 
Opera” which sparked much discussion. 
The playwright, Brecht, will be studied 
by these girls in Grade 12, so I was 
thrilled with this unique opportunity 
for them to witness his unique style on 
a world-class stage.

Thank you to the 2016 Head of  Drama, 
Amy Ellis, for her responsible help 
and willing support this year. I also 
thank the Drama Committee for their 
assistance.  2017 is on its way and 
Thandeka Gumede takes over now  
as Head of  Drama and Wangui Ngotho 
is the Vice Head.

Auditions for “SNOOPY, THE 
MUSICAL!” are underway- this will be 
staged at DGC in the last week of  March 
2017, and we look forward to support 
from the JP, SP and HS, and their 
families and friends, as this is a show 
for everyone! 

We look forward to a year ahead filled 
with exciting and challenging prospects 
in Drama and the Performing Arts!

Ms W. Watson
Subject Head: Dramatic Arts



Page | 27 Page | 28www.dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon | 2016 The Galleon | 2016



Page | 29 Page | 30www.dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon | 2016 The Galleon | 2016

Why it Matters 
Be Mindful of Music

Music
Education

Music is a language that 
everyone speaks and 
understands.  We need to be 

mindful of  the value of  music at school 
level as a means of  self-expression, and 
as a means to engage in higher order 
thinking skills. As educators, we have 
a duty to do our utmost to provide our 
students with opportunities to explore 
and develop music as a powerful tool 
towards future success. 

It is a known fact that in Hungary, 
Japan and the USA the schools 
who produce the highest academic 
achievement spend at least 20% of  the 
day engaged in the Arts, with special 
emphasis on Music. Pupils who dance, 
sing or learn to play an instrument 
in addition to learning music theory 
engage both the left and right 
hemisphere of  the brain. 

Furthermore, the pupils are also 
exposed to the following:

• Integration of  the mind,  
body and spirit 

• Connection of  instructions with 
immediate reflection and ultimate 
assessment 

• Development of  independent 
thinking and collaboration 

• Social skills and life-long 
friendships 

• Awareness of  the rich cultural 
heritage to draw from 

Our Choirs, Orchestras and Marimba 
Bands delighted their audiences this 
year while on their respective tours to 
the KZN Midlands, the Southern Cape 
Province and to Empangeni.  Regular 
concerts at Durban Girls’ College 
ensured that our parents were able to 
enjoy their daughter’s participation in 
our music functions.   

One of  our highlights was a combined 
concert with the Drakensberg Boys’ 
Choir School on 19th June. In view 
of  this liaison, the DGC choirs have 
already ensured an invitation to 
perform at the Drakies’ annual  
MIMS Festival in 2017. 

Stunning results were achieved 
as our soloists took to the stage 
during the year in their various 
practical examinations, concerts 
and competitions organised by our 
music staff, the SASMT and the local 
Eisteddfodau. 

Once again, we celebrate our top 
achievers such as Samantha Parle 
(Rising Stars Concert soloist), Rachel 
Wedderburn-Maxwell (UNISA list 
of  Honour), Milla di Paolo and Sarah 
Sparks (“Winnie the Pooh” and “The 
Sound of  Music” at the Playhouse). 
On a Provincial level, nineteen of  our 
College musicians were either members 
of  the KZN Youth Orchestra, the Wind 
Band or the Choir.

No fewer than a total of  35 dedicated 
music students were prepared by our 
music staff to sit the Trinity, UNISA and 
ABRSM music theory exams during 
the course of  the year. The delicate 
balance between the practical aspect of  
music development with a comparable 
theoretical understanding is of  
enormous importance, and should be 
recognised and pursued by all serious 
music students and their teachers. 

Sadly, we bid farewell to music staff 
who plan to relocate and re-organise 
their various roles in the music world.  
They are: Jeff Judge (Saxophone), Tania 
Borman (Admin Assistant), Kim Siedle 
(HS Accompanist), Ross Meintjes 
(Guitar), Snoekie du Plessis (Voice), 
Cathy Peacock (HS Orchestra). 

As my retirement looms and a new 
era dawns, I confidently hand over the 
reins to Johan Grobler who will take 
over as Director of  HS Music, and Petra 
Conrads, who will take charge of  the 
SP Music and the running of  the Music 
Department. I have every confidence in 
their joint creative ability and talent, 
and wish them well for a bright future.

A special word of  thanks to the Music 
staff, in particular Tania Borman, who 
generously gave of  their time and 
talent to be mindful of  the growth of  
music in our school. Thank you for your 
support and love. 

I extend my best wishes and heartfelt 
thanks to the full DGC staff and all the 
girls, past and present, who filled my 
days with laughter, friendship and deep 
moments of  joy. 

May you keep well, be happy and content.  

May you be filled with kindness to others,  
be mindful of music and may you stay  
forever young. 

Ronél Perks
Director of Music  

The Voice Company

Row 2: Gillian Nicolson, Georgina Saulez, Emily Thomson
Row 1: Amber Coull, Sarah Kitching, Chelsea Swanepoel
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HS Orchestra

KZN Music Representatives

Row 4: Emily Thomson, Tara Miller, Shannon Verster, Nina Kruse, Wangui Ngotho, Seyanne Govender, Stephanie Atherton
Row 3: Janelle Janse van Rensburg, Sandhya Ramcharrun, Riya Gopal, Callula Clay-Smith, Samantha Parle,  

Almira Abdool-Samad, Thandiwe Moyo, Nicole Hume
Row 2: Inessa Rajah, Chelsea Swanepoel, Nicola Peirson, Cathy Peacock, Amber Coull, Mia-Belle Zinn, Chia Chi Chen

Row 1: Gemma Early, Amy Michau, Andrea Reddy, Ara Naidoo, Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell, Mbal’enhle Mantshongo

Row 3: Andrea Reddy, Emily Thomson, Nicole Hume, Nina Kruse, Wangui Ngotho, Mbal’enhle Mantshongo,  
Alexia Manduell, Callula Clay-Smith

Row 2: Amber Coull, Chia Chi Chen, Miya-Belle Zinn, Kim worth, Chelsea Swanepoel
Row 1: Dina Simpson, Almira Abdool-Samad, Cenelle Gounden, Sandhya Ramcharrun, Samantha Parle

A Capella

Guitar Group

Row 2: Amkhela Makhanya, Caitlin Honeywell, Kwanisayi Mandimutsira, Lusanda Ndlovu, Siyethaba Ngubane, Masiyenze Mpisi
Row 1: Mbali Jula, Sinesipho Ngambu, Yaa Gyima, Sithobile Maphala 

Absent: Farah Yassin, Nontando Moshesh

Row 2: Jennie van Dyk, Samantha Parle, Wangui Ngotho
Row 1: Callula Clay-Smith, Kwanisayi Mandimutsira, Abigail Metzer
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Senior Music Leaders

African Music Ensemble

Row 2:  Chelsea Swanepoel, Kellyn Pincus, Jayde Owens, Julia Denissen, Simira Ramsumer
Row 1: Swetha Singh, Kwanisayi Mandimutsira, Ronél Perks, Amber Coull, Nicola Peirson

Row 2: Thandeka Gumede, Masiyenze Mpisi, Afua Aryetey, Wangui Ngotho, Jennie van Dyk, Thandiwe Moyo, Demi Donjeany
Row 1: Kwanisayi Mandimutsira, Thandiwe Ntloko, Jayde Owens, Deneo Mosery, Ayanda Dlamini 

HS Choir

Row 8: Jamie Mower, Janelle Janse van Rensburg, Anna Pansegrouw, Gillian Nicolson, Nina Mabusela, Raffaella van der Westhuyzen, 
Nina Kruse, Jennie van Dyk

Row 7: Thandekile Tembe, Mabl’enhle Mantshongo, Nkeiruka Buthelezi, Jenna Stichelbaut, Chloë King, Wangui Ngotho, Josie Middleton, 
Seyanne Govender, Angela Hadebe  

Row 6: Simira Ramsumer, Sandhya Ramcharrun, Georgina Miller, Nomvulo Dube, Siphesihle Buthelezi, Chelsea Utermark, Olivia Saulez,  
Julia Lewis, Georgina Saulez, Emily Thomson

Row 5: Micaela Kapp, Onobuntu Makwanazi, Olwethu Zondo, Taryn Naidoo, Samantha Parle, Farah Yassin, Afua Arytey,  
Callulla Clay-Smith, Leandri Kleyn

Row 4: Mbali Jula, Thandiwe Moyo, Reyhana Jacobs, Gyana Singh, Andrea Reddy, Rethabile Moshesh, Rebekah Torrens,  
Sithobile Maphalala, Ketanya Chetty

Row 3: Diyara Prakash, Caitlin Padyachee, Cenelle Gounden, Jaime Altshuler, Jordan Savic, Puja Pande, Klara Robertson, Gemma Early,   
Sthabile Sithole, Revati Gounden

Row 2:  Natalia Genas, Amber Coull, Chelsea Swanepoel, Swetha Maharaj, Roxy Thornton, Ronél Perks, Kim Worth, Julia Denissen,  
Diyajal Prakash, Deneo Mosery , Demi Donjeany

Row 1: Kayla Simpson, Dina Simpson, Brittany Feuilherade, Sarah Kanamugire, Jayde Owens, Caroline Dowsett, Kwanisayi Mandimutsira
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HS Marimba Band

The Concert Band 1

Row 2:  Kereena Bhana, Singita Khosa, Josie Middleton, Jennie van Dyk, Emily Thomson, Afua Aryetey, Gemma Early
Row 1: Christine Barrow, Antonia Grindrod, Master Calvin Human, Callula Clay-Smith, Kellyn Pincus

Row 3: Kayleigh Batohi, Sophie Bresler, Sisanda Mabusela, Sophie Rebeck, Ayaka Poswa, Ciarla Scheepers
Row 2: Sarah Sparks, Melissa Githinji, Master Calvin Human, Chloe Waller, Jamie Anderson 

Row 1: Sonali Naidoo, Shannon Blades, Ella Macpherson, Talia Schneiderman, Mishara Naidoo, Sibusisiwe Mazibuko
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Journey
Brand Theme
Durban Girls’ College is a 
journey, in multiple senses 
of the word. It is a journey 
through academic, cultural 
and sporting endeavours.  
A journey of the world at 
large. A journey of the self. 

Class of 2016




